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PREFACE. 



In ofTering another unpretending little work td 
the notice of the public, the Author has great rea- 
son to express his gratitude to God for the unde- 
served and unexpected success with which the 
former volumes have been favoured. That this 
success ought to have commanded greater dili" 
gence upon the present occasion, he is ready to 
^ admit ; while he is at the same time bound to con- 

^ fess that increasing bccupation in ministerial en- 

-I gagements, equal in importance to the more public 

^ duties of the pulpit, has very much withheld him 

>^ from such additional attention as he could most 

earnestly have desired to bestow. 

On this, as upon former occasions, he would dis- 
avow all claims to originality of exposition, to depth 
of criticism, to beauty or elaborateness of compo- 
sition ; his single attempt has been to speak plain 
truths in plain language; to convey to tijp hearts of 
the poorest and most uneducated of his hearers, by 
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the aid of the Spirit of God, the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of Scripture, as illustrated in the life of a 
faithful servant of Grod. 

Coveting earnestly the largest portion of the 
blessing of the God of Abraham upon this most 
feeble instrument of good, and desiring to be con- 
tent with the smallest portion of human approba- 
tion which may be awarded to it, the Autlior com- 
mits his little volume to the press^ with many pray- 
ers for the spiritual benefit of those into whose 
hands it may fall, and for the advancement of the 
glory of that Saviour whom he would desira to 
serve. 

Chd$ea, May 1831. 
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LECTURE I. 

GENESIS XII. 1. 

** Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
^ country, and f^om thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 
unto a land that I will show thee." 

The history of Abraham is, on many accounts, 
one' of the most interesting and instructive which 
the pencil of inspiration has ever drawn. The sa- 
cred historian has entered more into detail, has ap- 
peared to dwell longer upon the prominent features 
of the character, and has given us more pictures 
of the domestic life and manners of this patriarch 
than of any other. He has indeed occupied a 
larger portion of the sacred volume upon this sin* 
90^ gle narrative, than upon the whole history of the 

2 



14 LECTURE I. 

world, from the creation to the time of Abraham. 
Nor shall we be surprised at the remarkable pre- 
eminen3e thus afforded to the subject of our pre- 
sent consideration, if we remember that Abraham 
was selected by the Almighty in an especial man- 
ner, and for an especial purpose ; no less indeed 
than to be the progenitor of a people to whom God 
should peculiarly reveal himself, whom he should 
invest with knowledge and privileges far above all 
other nations, to whom alone, he should, for a se- 
ries of ages, commit the divine oracles, and of 
whom, ** as concerning the flesh," the Messiah of 
God should come; 

The life of so remarkable a person, therefore, as 
related to us by Moses, cannot but be an object of 
interest to all: — to the literary man as the only 
authentic history of a great and powerful prince, 
the fabulous accounts of whom he meets with in 
the early literature of almost every nation of anti- 
quity ; for* the ancient Persians, the Hindoos, the 
Jews, the Lacedemonians, and the Arabians, all 
unite with ourselves in celebrating the name of 
Abraham ;— to the Christian as a minute and cir- 
cumstantial history of a man of God, who was 

* See Townsend's Chronological Arrangement, &c., in 
loco. 
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honoured with the closest and most wonderful in- 
tercourse with the great Jehovah, whose life was 
regulated by that principle of living and influential 
faith, which he desires to be the one constraining 
principle within his own bosom, and who has ob- 
tained a portion so near the throne of the Most 
High, that to lie ** in Abraham's bosom," is only 
another term for heavenly happiness and eternal 
bliss. 

The first mention which is made of Abram in 
holy writ, is in the 11th chapter of Genesis, where 
we learn that he was the son of Terah, and bom 
in Ur of the Chaldees. At the period when he 
was bom, it does not appear that the knowledge 
of the true God was retained in its purity, by any 
single nation, or even by any single family among 
the sons of men. At the death of Noah, which 
occurred only two years before the birth of 
Abram, the unadulterated worship of the God of 
the Bible appears to have become almost extinct, 
for even the family of Abram, and, in all pro-* 
bability in his earlier years, Abram himself, were 
idolaters. Of this important fact in his history, we 
are informed in the book of Joshua, '< Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
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Other side of the flood (the river Euphrates) in old 
time, eveD Terah, the father of Ahraham, and the 
father of Nachor : and thet served other goi>s." 
It was while living thus in his father's house, 
and not until he had attained the age of seventy 
years, that we are informed in the 11th chapter of 
Genesis, with the brevity of Scripture history, that 
'^ Terah took Abram his son, aod Lot his sen's son, 
and 6arai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's 
wife, and they went forth with them from Ur of 
the Chaldees to go into the land of Canaan, and 
they came into Haran, (or Charran,) and dwelt 
there, and Terah died in Haran*" Had this been 
all that was recorded, we should have been left 
completely in doubt whether this removal from the 
idolatrous country in which he was born, were the 
spontaneous act of Abram's father, or a revelation 
of the divine will to Abram himself. By a refer- 
ence, however, to the succinct account of the his- 
tory of their forefathers, with which Stephen com- 
mences his address to the Jewish Sanhedrim, in 
the 7th chapter of the Acts, we find that " the God 
of glory APPEARED unto Abraham before he dwelt 
in Charran," and gave him the order for the re- 
moval of himself and of his family, so briefly re- 
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corded by Moses, This then was the commence- 
ment of that astonishing intercourse between the 
great Jehovah, and his faithful and obedient ser- 
vant, which obtained for Abram the honourable 
appellations of " the father of the faithful," and the 
" friend of God." Whatever might be the nature 
of this appearance of the " God of glory" referred 
to by Stephen, it was obvious that it was such as 
to satisfy Abram of the reality of the command, 
and of the truth, and power, and faithfulness of 
Him who delivered it. It was not yet however 
fully obeyed; Abram and his father and family 
had left the land of the Chaldees, but had pro- 
ceeded only to Haran, still three hundred miles 
distant from Canaan. Whilst they tarried at Ha- 
ran, Abram^s father died ; and it appears from the 
opening of the 12th chapter, that the command 
was again repeated to Abram in the words of the 
text, with the accompanying promises : " I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing : and I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee ; and in thee shall atl 
families of the earth be blessed." 
The immediate consequence of this declaration 

2* 



18 LECTURE I. 

was, that Abram, although so far advanced io life 
that he might not unnaturally have expostulated 
against such a renunciation of his country, his 
kindred, and his home, at once obeyed the divine 
command; for we are told, *^ So Abram departed 
as the Lord had spoken," "and took with him 
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother^s son, and all 
their substance that they had gathered, and the 
souls that they had gotten in Haran: and they 
went forth to go into the land of Canaan ; and into 
the land of Canaan they came.'^ 

It is essential that at the commencement of a 
history from which we trust, by the aid of the 
divine Spirit, to derive much Christian edification 
and improvement, we should learn rightly to 
estimate the nature of that principle which formed 
the one great spring of Abram*s conduct, the 
motive of every act of holy obedience which 
marked his eventful life. 

This, happily, is not left to conjecture, for the 
apostle to the Hebrews expressly says, " by faith, 
Abraham, when he was called- to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an in- 
heritance, OBEYED, and ho went out, pot knowing 
whither he went.'* 
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His obedience then is at once declared to be the 
obedience of faith, the fruit of his entire trust in 
the promises, and dependence upon the word of 
that God, at whose command he went forth. 

But before we can make any practical applica- 
tion of this to our own case, we must inquire still 
further into the nature and extent of this faith, that 
we may learn whether it be such that we ourselves 
may by divine grace be made partakers of it. 

Abraham believed^ then, without hesitation and 
without reserve, all that God had revealed to him 
— that he should become a great nation ; improba- 
ble as it was, " he against hope believed in hope," 
and '' staggered not at the promise through un- 
belief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God ; 
being fully persuaded that what he had promised, 
he was able also to perform f* that God " would 
bless them that blessed him, and curse them that 
cursed him ;" that " he should be a blessing ;^ and 
above all, as the paramount mercy of the promise, 
that in him, t. e, in his seed, even (as the Apostle to 
the Galatians explains it) in Christ Jesus the Lord, 
who should descend from his loins, alt the families 
of the earth should be blessed. 

We cannot profess to determine with what 
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degree of cle&rnesa these wonderful truths were 

presented to the mind of the patriarch, but they 

tcere so presented, and with sufficient accuracy to 

be savingly received and duly appreciated, and (o 

become as a mainspring of action most powerfully 

iufluentia), we cannot doubt, without at the same 

time doubling the express declaration of our Lord 

himself, when he said, " Your father Abraham 

rejoiced to sek mr dat, and he saw it, and was 

glad." We believe, therefore, that in the words of 

this promise, a prospect, however imperfect and 

indistinct, was laid open to the eye of the patriarch, 

of the " day" of the Redeemer, of the time when 

he should come in the flesh, as a Son of Abraham, 

and by his one great sacrifice, bless for ever all the 

families of the earth, from the children of Adam to 

his last descendant ; and we are corroborated in 

this view by that declaration of the apostle to the 

"alatians, in which he expressly states that "faith 

as preached before the Gospel unto Abraham," 

hen it was declared to him, " In thee shall all 

itioDS be blessed." We believe, therefore, that 

ilh in that astonishing declaration of the Most 

igh, a prospective faith in the only Saviour of the 

orld, was the feeling which bound the heart of 
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Abram to his God ; which made it a matter of the 
most perfect indifference to him, what he should 
leave behind him, from whom he should separate, 
or whither he should go, if the Lord were hia 
guide, and if an interest in these '' exceeding great 
and precious promises" were indeed his own. 

We have thought it necessary thus fully to con- 
sider two very essential circumstances in this open- 
ing page of Abram*s history — !• The nature of 
Abram's obedience ; and, 2. The faith from which 
it sprang — because we believe that in the word of 
God, there are both commands and promises ad- 
dressed to aU to whom that word is sent, to induce 
them to act in a manner remarkably similar to the 
Father of the faithful himself; while we still further 
believe, that it is only by possessing Abram's faiths 
that we shall be able to imitate Abram's obedience^ or 
with him be willing to yield to the command, and to 
appreciate the promise, of the Most High. 

I shall proceed, then, to endeavour to establish 
this assertion by pointing out, that there is in the 
word of God the strongest line of demarcation 
drawn between God's people — not his professing, 
but his believing and obeying people — and the peo- 
ple of the world ; that from the latter, from their 



22 LECTURE I. 

sins and their follies, their pleasures and their pur- 
suits, there is as decided and distinct a command to 
come forth and be separate, and as positive a pro- 
mise attached to the obedience of this command, as 
there was to Abram to leave the land of his nativity. 
" Love not the world," says St. John, " neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Fa- 
ther, but is of the world." " Be not ye unequally 
yoked with unbelievers," says the apostle to the 
Corinthians ; ** for what fellowship hath righteous- 
ness with unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty." 

It is vain to say, as persons do often affect to 
say, that this command was peculiar to the first 
ages of Christianity, and that the loorld applies only 
to the world of Gentile idolaters. Had this been the 
view taken of it by our church, she never would 
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have required from her members so distinct and 
positive a promise, still to *^ renounce the worlds the 
flesh, and the devil," putting them all upon an 
equality, and thus decidedly and unequivocally con- 
demning ''the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world," which form the very attractions which the 
people of the world, at the present day, and in 
every Christian country, love the most dearly 
and leave the most reluctantly. A lieparation then, 
" in the spirit of your mind," from all these things, 
is commanded in Scripture, is enforced by our 
church, and must be conscientiously aimed at by 
every sincere believer who is desirous to walk in 
the footsteps of his father Abraham. 

This is, we are aware, too often considered " a 
hard saying," and one against which the heart 
rebels more resolutely, and the world clamours 
more loudly, than against almost any other : but it 
admits of no compromise, no qualifying ; it is the 
word of God, and as such must be received entire, 
or rejected entire. It is not left to you to embrace 
the promise and to modify the command; they 
stand or fall together. If you are of the world, the 
world will love its own ; you will be acknowledged^ 
and courted, and flattered ; but then you must be 



24 LECTURE I. 

prepared to stand with the world and fall with the 
world ; for " the friendship of the world is enmity 
with Grod/' and his unerring word is pledged, that 
** the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
people that forget God.'* If, on the other hand, you 
will come out and be separate ;" if you are willing 
to be as the word of God describes the people of 
God, " a peculiar people, zealous of good works," 
" the world being crucified to you, and you unto 
the world ;" the word of God is equally strongly 
pledged that you shall be received and acknow- 
ledged, loved and directed, guided and supported 
here, and " kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation." 

Believing these to be the plain and positive in- 
junctions of holy writ, and at the same time know- 
ing them to be most foreign to the feelings of the 
natural man, how, as the ministers of God, are we 
to act towards you our hearers? Are we "to 
prophesy smooth things ?" Are we to say — " It is 
true that you promised in your baptismal covenant 
to * renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil,' but 
this only alluded to gross enormities ; the pleasures 
of the world can only become dangerous from ex- 
cess, and with regard to its * pomps and vanities/ 
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the measure of them which you enjoy is extremely 
harmless : be content, therefore ; remain where you 
are ; God will not require so painful a separation ; 
continue the double service in which you are en- * 
gaged ; and while your heart is partially engrossed 
by the world, give to God all that you can reasona- 
bly afford Him of your time, your affections, and 
your talents, and he will require no more ?" Can we 
speak thus, my brethren 1 Ought we, if we love your 
souls, to hazard, for the sake of a little short-lived 
popularity, these jewels of inestimable value T No ; 
better, far better that we should become your enemy 
by speaking the truth ; better that we should be- 
come, with the apostles before us, ''as the off- 
scouring of all things," than that we should jeopard 
one soul committed to our charge, by modifying 
the terms of that message with which our divine 
Master has intrusted us. 

The present is an age of great religious profes- 
sion ; it is no longer considered discreditable as it 
might have been some few years since, to be seen 
scrupulously attending upon all the divine ordi- 
nances, or even to be known to read the Bible, and to 
pray in private. Thanks be to God, the increased 
and increasing growth of these things has compara- 

8 
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tively silenced the scoffers ; and a man may now 

serve God, if not without the secret contempt of 

the ungodly, at least without their open ribaldry 

and scorn. All ranks and all classes have, in this 

favoured country at least, felt the powerful effects 

of that " little leaven" which is slowly but certainly 
leavening the whole mass, and preparing for the 

bright display of that meridian sun which will, in 
God's good time, throw its quickening beams into 
the darkest corners of this dark world of ours. 

But while this is matter of real and heartfelt 
gratitude to every sincere follower of our Lord, it 
is not unaccompanied by its peculiar dangers and 
temptations. Many who, when a profession of 
vital godliness was more proscribed and ridiculed 
than at present, united with its enemies, and re- 
echoed the vapid joke, or joined in the empty sneer, 
are now found swelling the ranks of its nominal ad- 
mirers. It is therefore more incumbent than ever 
upon ministers to state clearly, and beyond the 
possibility of misapprehension, what the Gospel 
really requires of its followers upon this point; 
audit is as incumbent upon the true and sincere 
friends of the Gospel, by their entire and visible 
and decided separation from the world of the un- 
godly, by their habitual conformity to the example 
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and image of their divine Master, to evidence to 
all men that '' they are not of the v^orld, even as 
He was not of the world." 

You will not, my Christian brethren, even now 
be enabled to do this consistently and conscien- 
tiously without exciting the remarks and, it may 
be, the censures or the ridicule of the foolish, the 
ungodly, and the profane. And although persecu- 
tion is too strong a word to apply to the species of 
opposition to which you will be called, be assured 
there will be still much to prove your resolution, to 
try your faith, to exercise your love. You will 
sometimes find difficulties and opposition even 
from those to whom you are the most closely con- 
nected, and from whom you reasonably expect to 
receive approbation and encouragement; but this 
must not be permitted to arrest or to deter you. 
When Abram first proposed to his relatives and 
friends his projected departure from the scenes of 
his childhQod, the associates of his youth, the 
friends and counsellors of his maturer age ; when 
he declared that he was about to turn away, and 
for ever, from all that interested and gratified those 
around him, what do you imagine must have been 
the feelings of his auditors? When he told them 
that he was about to seek a country of which he 



knew not even tbe name — ia fact, of every particu- 
lar of which he was utterly ignorant, except that 
the Almighty had pledged his word to conduct him 
thither, and that his own dependence upon his God 
assured him it would be worth his labour; — do 
you not think there must have been many an in- 
credulous smile, many a. secret sarcasm, many an 
open remonstrance 1 And in what manner was 
Abram able to meet these trying circumstances T 
He could avail himself of no argument to combat 
the objections of his friends, of no representations 
of worldly aggrandizement to silence their scru- 
ples, for he knew comparatively nothing of the en- 
terprise in which he was engaging: but this he did 
know, that " He was faithful who had promised," 
and upon that simple dependence he acted, and 
rould have been content to act, though a world in 
rms had opposed his progress. 
So must it be with yourselves. It is vain to talk 
f giving up the world, of separating from its 
allies, of renouncing its sins, until you have, as the 
ipoBtle expresses it, "obtained like precious faith 
rith him, through the righteousness of God and 
lur Saviour Jesus Christ" Without this, every 
tep will be difficult and laborious, and in the end 
uitile and disappointing. But once acquire, through 
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the power of the Holy Spirit, freely offered to all 
who seek him, a full and complete dependence 
upon the word and promises of God, upon the 
merits and righteousness of your Redeemer, and all 
will be easy. With the love of God shed abroad 
iu your heart, and the desire of obeying him here, 
and of living with him for ever hereafter, in full 
possession of your mind, no self-denials will be too 
great, no sacrifice too costly. Like Abram, you 
will be content to separate, " in the spirit of your 
mind," from every allurement which would detain 
you from the heavenward journey ; and, like him, 
in obeying the command, you will inherit the pro- 
mise, <'I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a bless- 
ing ;" you will not indeed necessarily become great 
and affluent, but then " the little that the righteous 
hath is better than the riches of the ungodly,'* and 
you shall assuredly be a blessing to all around you, 
as a son, a husband, a father, in fact in every rela- 
tionship in life. Qnce having taken the decided step 
of declaring yourself for God, in opposition to the 
idolatry and follies of the world, you will be sur- 
prised at the daily and hourly manifestations'of His 
providence and love, in diminishing your diffi- 
culties and sweetening your labours. You will 
find indeed that the yoke of Christ is easy and his 

3* 
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burden light For every evil companioQ you for- 
sake, He will raise you up Christian friends ; for 
every worldly pleasure you relinquish. He will 
present you with spiritual joys; and should you 
ever forfeit the countenance and affection of those, 
who cught to encourage you on the heavenly road, 
He will himself be more, infinitely more, than they 
have ever been, or can be to you — ^your father, 
your counsellor, and your abiding and ever-present 
friend. 

What more can you desire? — that the end of 
your journey should be prosperous ? Do not for a 
moment doubt it. No; He who only promised 
Abram to show him the land, has promised you 
that it shall be your own ; He will never leave 
you or forsake you until He has carried you to the 
haven where you would be ; for your Lord has 
said, and He will bring it to pass, <^ Father, I will 
that they whom thou hast given me be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory. 



>» 
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LECTURE II. 

GENE8I8 Xn. 7, a 

'* The Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, onto thy seed 
will I give this land ; and there builded he an altar ooto 
the Lord, who appeared uoto him. And he removed from 
thence onto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched 
his tent, having Bethel on the west and Hai on the east : 
and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
upon the name of the Lord." 

Iiv our first lecture on the history of Abram, we 
beheld him, in obedience to the divine direction, 
leaving the land of bis nativity, and going forth 
into a land which God had promised to show him. 

This was at present the whole extent of the 
promise regarding the land of Canaan ; God had 
promised to show it to him, and he had fulfilled his 
promise, for we are told that Abram came into the 
land of Canaan, and " passed through the land unto 
the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh." 
The '' place of Sichem" was that spot which was 
rendered famous in the next generation by the well 
of Jacob, and is known by every Bible reader as 
the Sychar of the New Testament, where the 
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Saviour of the world, " wearied with his journey/* 
sat upon this well, and conversed with the woman 
of Samaria. It was about the middle of the land 
of Canaan, so that Abram had travelled over a 
large portion of his future inheritance, without 
receiving even a hint from the Almighty that this 
was the land which the Lord had promised to show 
him. In addition to this trial of Abram's faith, we 
are told that ** the Canaanite was then in the land," 
an idolatrous and warlike people, the presence of 
whom must have tended to render the journey of 
the patriarch still more arduous and painful. 

When, however, Abram had reached Sichem, 
we are told that '^ the Lord appeared unto him, and 
said. Unto thy seed will I give this land.*' The 
promise was now for the first time revealed* to him, 
that the land was not merely to be sfiown to him, 
but given to him ; and of this he was assured by 
the express word of God himself. It may not be 
unnecessary to remind you, that in all these in- 
stances in the Old Testament where it is explicitly 
stated, that " God appeared," so that there was 
some visible manifestation of the great Jehovah, 
independently of the schechinah, or divine glory, 
the difficulty of reconciling such appearance with 
the declaration of our Lord Jesus Christ, that '< no 
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man hath seen God at any time," is easily and 
scripturally surmounted by all who hold the true 
and catholic doctrine of the real divinity of our 
ever-blessed. Saviour. He it was* even the second 
person of the Holy Trinity, who thus from time to 
time manifested himself, and in all probability in 
human form, to Adam and to Abram, and to Jacob 
and to Moses, and by this means kept up a con- 
tinual expectation among the sons of men, of the 

time when he should in a still more remarkable 
manner take our nature upon Him, and dwell with 
us. It seems by no means impossible that the 
traditionary accounts of these primeval appearances 
of the Son of God, may have been the ground- 
work of the fabulous statements of the incarna- 
tions of their imaginary deities, which we meet 
with 80 frequently in the Hindoo, Grecian, and 
Roman mythologies. He then, even God the Son* 
appeared unto Abram, and promised that all the 
country through which he was travelling should be 
made over to his heirs for ever. No sooner had 
this astonishing annunciation been revealed, than 
we read, " there builded Abram an altar unto the 
Lord who appeared unto him." 

This is the first time in the history of Abram, 
that any act of worship or sacrifice to the Al- 
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mighty is recorded; doubtless, it was a thank- 
olfering, to express his gratitude to God for the 
promise He had just made of the land of Canaan 
to Abram's posterity, and to mark, at the same 
time, his entire and unhesitating belief in it. The 
same circumstance is again recorded in the fol- 
lowing verse; after Abram had advanced still 
further through the country, and arrived at Bethel, 
"there builded he an altar unto the Lord, and 
called upon the name of the Lord." According 
to an eminent* Hebrew scholar, this might have 
been translated, "in the name of the Lord," in 
which case it would open to us a very beautiful 
development of the nature of Abram's faith; that 
he called upon Jehovah " in the name of the Lord," 
who had appeared unto him, even in the name of 
the Son of God. Marking by his sacrifice, and 
his prayer upon the sacrifice, his prospective faith 
in the one great atonement which should be offered 
for the sins of the world, and " in the name" of 
Him who should offer it. 

It is extremely important that these acts of the 
social and public worship of Abram should be re- 

# 

corded, as a most valuable example to all the true 
children of Abram in every age and clime. 
Consider for a moment the peculiar circum- 

* Dr. Gill. 
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stances of Abratn at the time he thus publicly per- 
formed them. He was travelling as a great prince, 
surrounded by a very numerous retinue, for we 
hear shortly after of " his three hundred and eighteen 
trained servants, born in his own house," and he 
was passing through a country, the inhabitants of 
which were idolaters. How instructive, then, must 

have been the example thus h.eld forth by the father 
of the faithful. Whenever he stopped, though it were 
but for a night, there he was seen, unawed by the op- 
position, undaunted by the ridicule of the idolaters 
around him, building his temporary altar, assembling 
his family and his household, and together offering 
their sacrifices as types of the great atonement, and 
together worshipping the only true and living Je-^ 
hovah. • 

It is not improbable that this was one of the mo- 
tives of the Almighty for calling Abram to a life of 
such continual and painful travel ; for if we trace 
the journeyings of Abram, we shall find that, in the 
course of them, the great majority of the nations 
then upon earth were visited by this man of God; 
that he was in fact the first Christian missionary, 
preaching the gospel, and living the gospel, in the 
sight of the inhabitants of the world. We consider 
that there is no anachronism in asserting this, for 
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we find St Paul declaring that Moses ''esteemed 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the trea- 
sures of Egypt ;" and that the gospel was preached 
to the Israelites in the wilderness, as well as unto us. 
Thus the Almighty '< left not himself without^ wit- 
ness," for every part of ihe earth through which 
Abram passed possessed the edifying opportunity of 
beholding the worship of the true God in its purity, 
and of viewing those sacrifices which were appoint- 
ed to keep up in the mind of the spiritual worshipper, 
a perpetual reference to '' the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world." 

There is something singularly interesting in this 
view of the motives and intentions of Abram's life 
of travel ; it tends so greatly to exalt the mercy of 
the Most High towards his creatures, and to clear 
his justice in condemning these nations in after ages, 
for not liking to retain God in their knowledge, and 
for their neglect of those mercies once so visibly and 
strikingly offered them. 

But, my brethren, it is time that we should turn 
from these historical statements, to the more imme- 
diate application of the example of Abram to our 
own business and bosoms. 

You also are, like Abram, travelling through a 
country, the inhabitants of which are much given to 
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the forgetfulness of the God whom it is your duty and 
your privilege to serve. Let me then inquire, are you 
in this respect following the example of that good 
man of whom we speak ? The word of God has de- 
clared that " they which be of faith, the same are (in 
all ages and countries) the children of Abraham;" but 
then our Lord has added, " If ye were the children 
of Abraham, ye would do the works of Abraham." 
Let me then inquire : wherever you are, or however 
engaged, do you remember to honour God openly 
and unhesitatingly ? It is easy to honour Him in 
the presence of his friends, but are you equally will- 
ing to do so, when in the society of his enemies 7 
The great trial to Abram's faith was, that "the 
Canaanite was then in the land ;*' that wherever he 
pitched his tent and erected his altar, there were the 
despisers of God to oppose or to ridicule. And in 
some sense the Canaanite is still in the land. Is this 
a matter of the same indifference to you that it was 
to Abram ? and are you ready to declare yourself in 
favour of the commands, and the ordinances and 
the people of God, at all times and in all com- 
panies? When others neglect what you believe 
to be the will of God, do you persevere in the 
practice of it ? When others disparage those whom 

you, in your heart, believe to be the people of God, 

4 
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do you defend and support them? In these re- 
spects the cowardice, or rather the faithlessness, of 
men is perfectly astonishing, even to those who 
know the weakness of our fallen nature. 

There is, however, a very striking evidence 
twice given in the text to the faith and courage of 
Abram, which it is my intention, in the remainder 
of the present discourse, to adopt more peculiarly 
as a test of our own. We have seen that he never 
pitched his tent, even for a night, without erecting 
an altar to Grod, and assembling his numerous house- 
hold to the worship. Are you, then, my brethren, 
equally careful in the observance of this great 
duty? Do you erect in all your dwellings the 
family aJiar^ and assemble your households, and 
together call upon the name of the Lord? or 
are you strangers to this important and valuable 
duty 7 Do you content yourselves with your own 
devotions, and leave your family and household, 
those whom God in his good providence has brought 
Jl)eneath your roof, to live, and, as far as depends 
upon you, to die in ignorance of Him '' whom truly 
to know is life eternal ?" If this be so, it is our pain- 
fill duty to assure you, that as Christian masters of 
iiamilies, you are neglecting a very important branch 
of your duty to your Master which is in heaven. 
He who is ^ no respecter of persons,*' will require 
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an account from you of every soul commftted to 
your charge. He will ask — *^ While under your 
roof, had they the opportunity freely offered them of 
attending the house and sacraments of God ? Were 
they ever spoken with upon the importance of these 
things 7 Did they ever hear the word of God read ? 
Were they ever assembled for the purpose of family 
prayer 7" These are inquiries which will one day 
be made of you : — will you reply to all or any of 
them in the negative ? Will you say — ** It is true, 
I was the master of a Christian household for ten, 
twenty, thirty years together ;.but I never thought it 
necessary during that time, that as a family we 
should bow the knee to Thee, or name together the 
nanie of Jesus." 

My brethren, these things ought not so to be; 
you cannot offer one reasonable and satisfactory 
excuse why they should be so : you will not tell that 
God who seeth in secret, that you have no time for 
these duties, that you cannot spare one quarter of 
an hour, morning and evening, for God ; that you 
cannot rise sufficiently early in the morning, and 
that in the evening the nature of your amusements, 
and the hours they compel you to keep, woukl ill 
harmonize with the observance of such religious 
duties. Can you, in your conscience, believe that 
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the God of heaven and earth will be so mock- 
ed? You do not believe it — it is impossible; you 
would not venture upon such an excuse to him. O 
do not pretend to satisfy yourselves with so shal- 
low and so false a subterfuge ! — yes, we are com- 
pelled to say, so false a subterfuge. The real rea- 
son often lies much deeper ; an unholy shame of 
being accounted too earnest in religion, of paying 
more respect to it than the rest of the world ; or a 
consciousness that family prayer would be too 
much at variance with your present mode of life, 
and would sit awkwardly and uneasily upon one 
who was living, and desirous to live, as those 
around him live, to ease, to pleasure, and to sin ; 
or, though last, perhaps the greatest, the fea^r of 
the world's dread laugh, which is often omnipotent 
wjiere the fear of God is, alas ! powerless :•— these 
too frequently are at the bottom of this neglect of 
God in our families. What will the world say ? 
what will my friends think? are motives sufS- 
ciently strong in many minds to resist the plainest 
dictates of duty, or to disarm the strongest com- 
punctions of conscience. My brethren, believe me, 
they will not always be thus guiltily powerful; 
there is a time coming, when you will be your- 
selves surprised that the fear of the world, or the 
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love of the world, was ever permitted to weigh 
with you, even as the light dust upon the balance ; 
when all that you might have done for God, will 
appear far, far too little when all that you have ne- 
glected to do for Him, from the paltry considera- 
tions to which we have alluded, will form a subject 
of everlasting astonishment to your own soul; and 
when those solemn words of our Redeemer, will 
assuredly be fulfilled, *^ Whosoever is ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him also shall the Son of man be 
ashamed when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with his holy adgels." 

Cut off therefore at least this one source of self- 
condemnation ; delay no longer to erect the family 
altar, and to ** call upon the name of the Lord ;" 
to read the word of God to your household, to 
confess together before Grod as a household your 
family sins, to acknowledge together your family 
mercie9, and to petition together for family bless- 
ings. 

Where this is done regularly and conscientiously, 
it is seldom without it» immediate reward, in the 
advancement of domestic union and harmony, and 
in the promotion of an increased feeling of reli* 

4* 
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gion in yourself and in 3rour househoM. Duties 
such as these indeed, when faithfully performed, 
will not and cannot want a blessing, because they 
will not and cannot stand alone. They will, under 
the divine teaching and guidance, lead you care^ 
fully to review the. whole tenor of your life and 
conversation, and to compare it with the dictates 
of that book which you esteem of sufficient au- 
thority to present before^ your assembled family^ 
When you read, dayjifter day, in the hearing of 
your children and domestics, that many of those 
things which are most ^^ highly esteemed among 
men are abonlination in the sight of God ;" thdt 
<^ all things are naked and opened before Him with 
whom we have to do ;" that " banquetings, revel- 
lings, and such like," are classed in the word of 
God with " murders, drunkenness, and adultery," 
as among those works of the flesh of which " they 
that do such things shall not inherit the kingdom oC 
God" — you will, perhaps, by God's blessing, be led 
to ask yourself respecting many of the pursuits 
and pleasures in which you now so thoughtlessly 
engage, " Am I not contradicting, by my life, what 
1 am daily reading with my lips ? How can I act 
as a priest of the Kving God in my family, and 
then go forth in the morning to th^ daily duties o( 
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life, in an unchristian, unholy, or uncharitable spi- 
rit ? Or, how can I return at night from the so- 
ciety of the thoughtless, the worldly, or the pro- 
fane, or from those places in which the nanne of 
God is habitually blasphemed, by the sinful and 
ridiculous associations in wMch we find it, and 
with senses impaired by fatigue, or excited by con- 
viviality, or distracted by vain and thoughtless 
company, hope to draw near with acceptable feel- 
ings to the domestic altar, or take the holy word of 
a perfectly pure and heart-searching God within 
my lips V^ 

These are considerations so solemn, and at the 
same time so undeniably scriptural and true, that 
we cannot but feel assured that if they were al- 
lowed their due weight, and followed out to thehr 
just and reasonable conclusions, they would, under 
the divine blessing, tend most materially to raise 
the tone of Christian feeling and conduct through- 
out our congregations. The clear and positive 
and scriptural duty of family prayer would be no 
longer neglected ; your servants would again be- 
come what they now have, in too many cases, 
ceased to be — an integral portion of your families, 
regarded by their masters, and regarding them 
with feelings of aflTectionate fidelity in return. 
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Your children would see that you practised what 
you heard, and really thought God worthy to be 
lerved at some little sacrifice of ease and self-in- 
dulgence; and you yourselves would possess the 
inward satisfaction, that if a demoralizing, revo- 
lutionary, infidel {Mnciple be indeed spreading 
through all rlinks and orders of men, you had, at 
bast, in your own little sphere, not hesitated to 
stand in the gap, and to stem the tide which is 
breaking up the foundations of society, and which, 
although yet at a distance,' may shortly be upon 
our own shores. The blessed consequence would 
be that the promise of God would be fulfilled to us, 
*' When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him." 

Family worship, however, great and important 
as it is, is not the only public duty towards God, to 
which I would endeavour to incite you by the 
example of him whose history we are considering; 
for it by no means stands alone among the number 
of obvious and neglected services. Bear with me 
then a few moments longer, while I endeavour to 
impress another duty upon your memories and 
your hearts. 

You have assembled this day in God's house of 
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prayer and praise, and you are invited to draw still 
nearer to Him at that altar which commemorates 
the dying love of the Redeemer, and presents to us 
his body broken and his blood poured forth for 
man. Here then is another command, which, as 
Christians, you cannot doubt, and yet of which, 
alas ! so many are neglectful. Why, let me ask, 
are any of a Christian congregation, except those 
whose professional duties oblige them, absent when 
we assemble round the altar of Christ 1 Do we 
not all acknowledge, and ought we not all to love 
the same Saviour ? Ought we not all to be looking 
to the same blood to cleanse, the same righteous- 
ness to clothe, and the same Spirit to sanctify us ? 
Should we not all equally trembje at the thought 
of being excluded from the same table hereafter? 
Why do we then make a separation here? 

Young Men: is it because you possess some 
feelings of a false and unholy shame at being seen 
to be so engaged ? We honour the scruples of a 
tender conscience, however mistaken ; but we are 
afraid that too many have no better and no wiser 
reason than this false shame, for absenting them- 
selves from a duty equally binding upon all. When 
the " Canaanite was in the land" th^n, you would 
not have stood with Abram at his altar : you will 
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not be found ranged on the Lord's side in the day 
of battle ; neither then can you hope to be among 
his people when they rejoice in the day of his great 
and final victory, ^^ as men rejoice when they divide 
the spoil." Or must we attribute your absence to 
another motive ? Is it because the licentiousness of 
your habits in private tells you too plainly and too 
truly, that while you thus live, the altar of the Lord 
is no place for you ? O, if it be so, pray, earnestly, 
faithfully pray, that God may grant you a clean 
heart, and renew a right spirit within you. 

YouRTo Women : why do you absent yourselves 
from the table of the Lord? Is it because you 
have suffered the trifles, the worthless trifles of 
the world, vanity, pleasure, dress, so to occupy 
your thoughts, and hearts, that you have no real 
feelings for these high and heavenly ordinances, no 
heartfelt love for Him who appointed them ? If it 
be, may He whom you have forgotten, ** open your 
hearts," by the gentle influences of his grace, as he 
did the heart of Lydia of old, to '^ attend to the 
things" '< belonging to your peace, before they are 
hid from your eyes." 

Men of business and oocupation : why do you 
absent yourselves from the table of the Lord ? Is it 
because your whole time and thoughts are so 
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engrossed by the perishing things in which you are 
engaged, that you have never yet even so far re- 
flected upon the purpose for which you were sent 
into the worlcf, as to feel that you are sinners, and 
to fly to the Saviour for relief? May it please God 
to write these solemn words upon your consciences 
— " What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul ; or what shall a man 
give in exchange for bis soul ?" 

PsRSons ADVANcfiD IV LiFc: why are you absent? 
Is it because you have so long neglected this ordi- 
nance, or the Saviour who instituted it, that you 
eannot rouse yourselves from your lethargy, though 
the opening grave be yawning at your feet 7 May 
you be brought to know that the <' hoary head is a 
^rown of glory" only ** when it is found in the way 
of righteousness!'* 

My beloved brethren, I do not, God kjnows, say 
these things in bitterness of spirit, but with a single, 
heartfelt desire for you and for your salvation. I 
would, if your tisae would permit, address you 
thus separately and individually, and would ask 
you all and each, why you thus trifle with a poai* 
tive command of your dying Lild, the obliga^on 
of which I am certain not one among you would 
venture to dispute. 
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Bat it is enough. I will not urge you to that as 
a mere command, which you cannot perform ac- 
ceptably and profitably unless you regard it as one 
of your highest privileges and choicest blessings. 
Once obtain, by the prayerful application of God's 
good Spirit, a real abhorrence of sin, a sincere 
love for the Saviour, a disregard for the opinions, 
and a disrelish for the sinful pleasures of the world, 
and there will be no need to urge, to expostulate, 
or to entreat Like Abram you will never pitch 
your tent without erecting your altar, and offering 
up your sacrifices of praise and prayer in * the 
midst of your assembled households; you will 
never hear the invitations to the table of the Lord, 
without rejoicing in the opportunity it af&rds you 
of drawing still nearer to the God of all your mer- 
cies. You will look forward to the day of the 
Lord, and the house of the Lord, and the supper 
of the Lord, as the bright spots in your earthly pil- 
grimage, the green and tranquil resting places in 
your weary journey, where you may " with joy 
draw water out of the wells of salvation :" and to 
you, communion with your Redeemer, whether in 
private or in public, in his word or at his table will 
be the looked for, longed for, anticipations of an in- 
tercourse which shall never fatigue— of a commu- 
nion which shall never end. 
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Lecture iit 

GENESIS XIII. 9: 

" And Abram was very rich in Cattle, in silver, and in gold." 

The patriarcih, whose history we are pursuing, 
had been but a short time in the land of Canaan, 
that coutrtry which is described dd above all other 
codntries in richness and fertility, when the pro- 
vidence of God so ordered it, that there was " a 
famine," " a grievous famine in the land." This 
was a new tristl to* the faith of Abrflm, and to his 
dependence upon his God^ He had advanced to 
the very heart of the territory, which had been 
esteemed Worthy of two such remarkable promises, 
and of two personal appearances of the great Je- 
hovah; and now that Abram had forsaken all for 
it, what had he obtained? The grant of a country 
which could not maintain its own inhabitants. And 
is this the manner in which the Almighty keeps his 
promise to the ear, but breaks it to the apprehen- 
sion? Yes, my brelhTefn, so the natufrai mind will 
argue ; so the hesitating believer will fear ; but as 
bis' subsequent conduct proves^ so' did not Abram 
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either argue or fear. To remain in Canaan was 
impossible; the natural determination, therefore, 
would have been to have returned to his own land, 
where he might feel assured of meeting with the 
abundance from which he had been called. Was 
this then the manner in which Abram acted ? No, 
he followed the dictates of divine grace, and re- 
jected the cowardly suggestions of carnal nature. 
He went boldly forward, turning his back still upon 
the bounties of the land of his nativity, and passing 
directly through the barrenness of Canaan into 
Sgyptf where there was a sufficiency for himself 
and his numerous retinue. 

My brethren, do I speak to any among you who 
have been led by the sovereign grace of God, to 
choose with Mary that good part which shall not 
be taken away from you ; and who have already 
found that the Christian profession is something 
more than a name ; that if the cross of a crucified 
Redeemer be indeed faithfully taken up, it will in- 
volve you in trials and difficulties of no ordinary 
nature ? Have you experienced this, and do you 
begin to fear that the promised land upon which 
you have entered is not that fertile flowery mead 
which your imagination had portrayed? That 
you have entered upon a course requiring daily and 
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almost liourly self-denials: the restraints • of tfat 
natural will, the subjection of the natural temper, 
the coercion of the natiirai inclinations? That 
where yoti expected to be ^' satisfied with good 
things," there are seasons, — but, blessed be God, 
they are neither long nor numerous, although to the 
tritest believer not wholly unknown, — when even 
the food of the good land, the best of all lands, ap- 
pears to fail you; and when, though there be 
^^ bread enough and to spare" in your Father's 
house, you fear lest you should perish from 
hunger ? These are intended to be to you, what 
the famine of Canaan was to Abram, trials of your 
fioiith, tests of your consistency, and perseverance, 
and dependence upon God« At such seasons do 
the natural feelings of our fallen nature ever tempt 
you to return ? Do they suggest to you, this is, 
after all, a barren course upon which I have ven- 
tured ; its joys are few, its trials nunierous, its re- 
strictions grievous^ would that L had been content 
to remain among the people of the world, where 
there was a far greater abpndance of enjoyment, 
infinitely more of pleasure, and less of privation 
and toil ? In moments such as these, my brethren, 
and there ai^e few to whom such moments come 
not, believe that the suggestion is the voice of your 
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soul's worst enemy, of him who never counsels but 
to ruin and to destroy ; close your ear to his delu- 
sions, and open your heart to your Redeemer : tell 
Him your difficulties and your troubles, and in 
his strength, *^ forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, press forward to those which are before;" 
the dark and lowering season will soon be over, 
the sky will clear, and the bow of promise will 
again be seen in the cloud. 

To encourage you to perseverance, under the 
most discouraging aspects, remember that one of 
the highest testimonies borne by the Spirit of God 
to the faith of the patriarchs, in the New Testa- 
ment, is grounded upon their conduct in seasons 
such as this. *^ If they had been mindful," says 
the apostle to the Hebrews, <* of that country from 
whence they came out, they might have had opr 
portunity to have returned;" thai which we are 
considering was precisely one of those opportuni- 
ties. *' But now they desire a better country, that 
is a heavenly, wherefore Ood is not ashamed to be 
called their God ; for he hath prepared for them a 
city." When therefore, in a spiritual sense, ^' the 
fig-tree does not blossom, and there is no fruit in 
the vine ;" when you have, like the patriarchs of 
old, not only opportunity, but strong temptation to 
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return; when the pleasures of life assume their 
most fascinating garb, or the business and occupa* 
tion of life their most engrossing aspect, and en* 
deavpur to win back the vantage ground in your 
mind's afiections> from which the Spirit of God has 
driven them; like Abram, resolve to forget the 
country whence you came out, and to press for- 
ward only with greater ardour^ and more enduring 
perseverance, to that better country, even the 
heavenly, which is promised you. With the eye 
of faith fixed on the cross of your Redeemer, look 
calmly and cheerfully ibrward ; " with Him is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning." He is 
gone to prepare a place for you, where the joys 
will be infinitely superior to all the petty gratifi- 
cations which are now so strongly contesting with 
Him the power to influence your heart ; and most 
assuredly He will not desert you by the way : << in 
the end you shall reap, if you faint not." 

It was during the period of Abram's short but ne* 
cdssary sojourn in Egypt, that we find one of the 
few instances of the sinful fear of man, and faithless* 
n6ss towards God, which marred the fair outline 
of his otherwise perfect character* The inspired 
historian, with that fidelity which always marks his 
pen, and which forms one of the gr^at beauties of 

5* 
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scripture biography, invariably portrays the failing 
as accurately as the virtue^ neither extenuating the 
one, nor emblazoning the other. He recounts the 
painful fact that Abram, tempted by the clanger 
to which he thought the beauty of his wife might 
expose him white sojourning among the sensual 
Egyptians, desires her to call herself his sister. 
An evasion, which, like most other deviations from 
the line of duty and, of truth, only hastened the ca- 
lamity which it was intended to prevent 

Some commentators* have taken great pains to 
prove that this was so common a mode of expres- 
sion in those early times, and in those eastern coun- 
tries, that there is little weight in the charge of 
equivocation thus brought against Abram. It ap- 
pears, however, far more in accordance with the 
spirit of truth, in cases such as these, like the sub-: 
tilty of Jacob, and the denial of Peter, to ackndw^ 
ledge at once that they were sins, — sins unjustifiable 
by any human reasoning^t but yet susceptible of par-, 
don through the blood of the atonement, and, as th^ 
event has proved, pardoned by the infinite mercy of 
God. He it is who alone hemra the secret sigh, 
and watches the silent tear, and accepts the heartfelt 
contrition of which all human biographers must be 

* See Calmet's Dictionary, Art. Abram. 
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for ever ignorant, and yet which form a large and 
blessed portion of the communion between a deeply 
penitent soul and its pardoning God. And there- 
fore he it is who, while th^ world may remember 
with unkindly triumph the failings even of the most 
truly penitent believers, has himself, ** for his own 
name's sake, passed by their transgressions, and will 
not remember their sins.** It is not necessary that 
the repentance should in all oases be recorded even 
by the pen of inspiration ; but it is necessary, in 
vindication of the truth of God, that the sins even of 
the holiest should not be suppressed, since they tend 
the more fully to establish, by the conduct even of 
the best of men, the truth of that scripture declara- 
tion, which affirms that <' all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God ;" that " there is none that 
doeth good, no not one,'* not the father of the faith- 
ful himself; that we have but one example which 
we cannot follow too closely or copy too minutely, 
even the Lord Jesus Christ, for he alone was " holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate iVom sinners." 

The femine in Canaan having ended, the patri- 
arch returned from Egypt, where, as we have seen, 
he had taken up his temporary sojourn, and ** went 
up, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot 
with him, into the south.** *< Abram,** continues the 
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• 

inspired historian, ** was very rich in cattle, in 
silver, and in gold ; and he returned to Bethel, unto 

the place of the altar which he made there at the 

• 

first, and there Abram called on the name of the 
Lord." 

"How hardly," said our blessed Saviour — 
** How hardly shall a rich man enter into the king- 
dom of heaven ;" yet here was one who was " very 
rich," and yet esteemed the love of God and the 
service of God, his highest honour and his greatest 
wealth. 

My brethren, you whom it has pleased God to 
call to the higher and more influential stations in 
society, I would earnestly desire you to remember, 
that in reviewing the life of Abram, we are re- 
viewing the life not only of a very good man, but 
of a ** very rich" and powerful man ; one who, as 
the prophet expresses it, was laden with as much 
** thick clay^^* and beset by as many temptations, as 
(considering the different circumstances of society) 
the wealthiest among yourselves. Yet this rich 
man, in the midst of his abundance, still thought 
the service of God his chief good, and the hope of 
a better country his richest inheritance. Permit 

• See Hab. iL 6. 
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me, then, to apply the example of the patriarch 
more especially to yourselves ; it is a valuable 
opportunity, and must not be neglected : we do not 
often read of the very wealthy ones of the world 
among the people of God, for we are expressly 
told, that " not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called/' Let 
me^ then, inquire of you who are placed in the 
middling wd higher classes of society, whether, al« 
though rich in silver and gold, you are content, 
with Abram and with Moses, to " esteem the re- 
proach of Christ, greater riches than the treasures 
in Egypt ;" whether you can truly aflirm with the 
apostle, that you are willing to reckon ^< all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord," and to ^' count them but 
dung that you may win Christ, and be found iq 
him t" Or, on the contrary, when riches increase^ 
do you set your heart upon them? and are you 
fostering that most unsoriptural and yet too com- 
mon misapprehension, that the rich and the poor 
cannot be tried by precisely the same laws, and 
subjected to precisely the same penalties, by Him 
who shall come to be our judge ? Few, perhaps, 
will freely confess that they are thinking thus ; and 
yet how often in society do we find a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of so unholy a proposition? that the 
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same strict observance of God's laws and his 
sabbaths, the same self-denying application of the 
great truths of the gospel, can hardly be expected 
from persons of rank and fortune, as from persons 
in poverty and obscurity ; that the intrigues and 
the duels of the wealthy are sins of a very different 
colouring from the adulteries and murders of the 
vulgar; that the former have infinitely more 
temptations than the latter, and that, therefore, 
great allowances should no doubt be made for 
them* 

If by this it be only meant that we, their fellow- 
mortals and felloW'sinners, should make the greatest 
allowances in passing an opinion upon their cha- 
racter and conduct, remembering that their diffi* 
culties and impediments are greater than our own, 
the observation is most true, and few would desire 
to controvert it: we cannot be too cautious, too 
carefiil, too charitable in judging others, more 
especially when they are placed in high and 
responsible situations, that we may counteract the 
common tendency of the human mind to lower all 
that is great, and to detract from all that is above 
us, and that we may obey the apostolical injunction 
" not to speak evil of dignities." But if it be in- 
tended, as we fear it too often is, to encourage the 
belief that the Unerring Judge will make these 
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allowances, that Grod himself will admit ^f any 
sach distinction; that the man who has been 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptii*> 
eusly every day, will be at the last amendable to 
one code, and the be^ar who has lain at his gate 
will be tried by another ; we must beseech you to 
discard from you for ever so dangerons, so un» 
scriptural a delusion. There is not the smallest 
hint of such a doctrine throughout the whole range 
of the word of God. The danger and the diffi* 
culties, the burden and the temptations of wealth, 
are indeed, largely and freely dwelt upon; but 
where shall we find its immunities 1 In the vain 
phraseology of human society, in the opinion of 
the world, who possess, or ai^ striving to possess it, 
but not in the word of God I These are all equally 
dealt with now, as all shall be hereafter ; ^ God is no 
respecter of persons ;" He does not enlarge the 
strait gate, ar widen the narrow way to admit . the 
wealthiest or the proudest of the sons of earth ; 
the emperor and the beggar must resort to the 
same ** fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness," 
and shed the same bitter tears of penitence, and 
live the same life of holy self-denial, or they will 
not meet at last in the same gracious presence, or 
rejoice together throughout the same blissful 
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eternity. Let me (hen edtreat you, to whom I 
am now more especially addressing myself, not to 
shelter yourselves behind such transparent sophis- 
tries, as the allowances which the ot)inion of the 
world chooses to make for the sins of the wealthy 
and the greats The eye of God, and the voice of 
Grod, will reach you behind so thin a screen, as 
they did our first parents when hidden among the 
trees of the garden ; and such excuses will only 
increase the danger and condemnation of those 
who trust in them. 

It is at the present time^ more than it has ever 
been in our memories^ essential that you, my bre- 
thren of the lugher classes, should hear the truth 
plainly and unequivocally stated ; and they only are 
your true friends who will unhesitatingly reveal it to 
you. While I endeavour, however imperfectly, to 
do so, believe me that I do it with feelings^ of the 
most sincere reluctance, lest my motive should be 
misapprehended. 1 should regret the results to 
which I point, as deeply and as bitterly as your- 
selves ; but I believe that these results are more likely, 
under Providence, to be prevented by a bold and 
honest warning, than by a timid and time-serving 
suppression of them* 

It has been said, that if truth were driven from 
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the dwellings of mcnt it ought to be found in the 
hearts of kings. May it not be said with equal pro- 
priety, that if a plain and fearless mode of speaking 
be banished from every other place, it ought to take 
refuge in the pulpit ? If we, the ministers of God, 
be content to speak unto you smooth things, to pro- 
phesy deceit^ where shall you seek a monitor who 
will venture to deal plainly with you 1 

The times in which our lot has been cast are not 
common times ; they are times when knowledge and 
civilization have travelled down to the extremest 
limits of human society ; when the lower classes, in 
intelligence and even in education, are following close*- 
ly upon the footsteps of their superiors, and, as one 
of the evils necessarily attendant upon this new order 
of things, erroneously imagine themselves qualified to 
judge of the character and conduct of those above 
them« The natural consequence of this is, that the 
day when imposing titles and high sounding names 
could awe the multitude into obedience, and frown 
the observers into respect^ is passing rapidly away 
for ever. Old customs and institutions cease to be 
venerated because they are old, and rank ceases to 
be respected because it is powerful. The sentiments 
of men are undergoing a visible and most fearful 
change ; every thing is now brought to the bar of 

6 
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public opinion — a tribunal which, ^hiie it boasts of 
emancipating itself from the fetters of ancient pre- 
judice, has neither sought nor desired to seek the 
more hallowed influences of restraining grace — 
while they who sit in judgment there, are no longer 
the lettered or the titled few who for centuries had 
esteemed it their own prescriptive privilege, but the 
thousands and tens of thousands by whom the tower 
departments of life are crowded. 

Is it not then evident, (for my desire is not to dwell 
upon the general question, but its personal applica- 
tion,) that you also, if you are anxious to retain your 
stations in the respect and sympathies of society, 
must advance with the times? You must produce, 
in addition to those claims which you now possess, 
and which to every well-thinking mind will always 
be respectable, a far more availing title to the love 
and veneration of your inferiors. You must take 
your stand upon the strong ground of our common 
Christianity. You must show, by your respect for 
the name, and the ordinances, and the word, and the 
Sabbath, of our God, that you esteem the title of a 
child of God your highest rank, a holy obedience to 
the will of God your most imperative duty, and the 
favour of God your greatest privilege. You must 
evidence, by your regard for the best interests of 
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your poorer brethren, for their spiritual as well 
as temporal improvement, by your sympathy in 
their sorrows, by your ready and liberal kindness to 
their necessities, that you are not ashamed to ac- 
knowledge the near and intimate relationship which 
subsists between you; that you indeed love the same 
Saviour, and for his sake are anxious to do them 
good. 

Such a change, blessed be God, is unquestionably 
making its way through the middling and higher 
ranks of society* God grant that it may be suffi- 
ciently rapid in its progress, and extensive in its 
operation, to avert, under Divine Providence, those 
events which it requires no prophetic vision to discern 
upon the wings of the coming times. Over this we 
have no control ; but it is our duty, as ministers, to 
express our solemn convictions upon so important a 
topic, and it is, no less your duty than your interest, 
as hearers, to pray to the Spirit of God to carry the 
application of them to your own hearts ; that you 
may each for yourself learn experimentally the 
comfort of this great Bible truth — that, whether in 
the darkest hour of public danger, when the judg- 
ments of God are abroad in the earth, or in the most 
trying moments of personal or family-affliction, there 
is but one unfailing source of strength and consola- 
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tion, but one refuge from the storm, one corert from 
the blasty one shelter from the tempest : in the words 
of the wise man, " The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower* thQ righteous runneth into U apd are safe^" 
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LECTURE IV. 

■ 

GENESIS XIII. a 

** And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray 
thee, between me and thee, and between my berdmen and 
thy berdmen, for we be brethren." 

The points of interest which we have hitherto 
considered in the history of Abram^ have been 
those chiefly which regarded his belief in, his de- 
pendence upon, and his obedience to his God. The 
incident which we are now approaching is one 
which will present the patriarch to us in the details 
of domestic life, in the common transactions be- 
tween man and man? where we shall have the op- 
portunity of observing whether his daily conduct 
and temper were in unison with that high charac- 
ter for spiritual attainments with which the writers 
of inspiration have invested him. Happy vvould it 
be for the Christian world, if its professors of all 
ranks and in all ages could bear the scrunity so 
safely, and come forth from the investigation so 
unimpeachably, as the father of the faithful. 

6* 
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Abram had» as we have seen,, returned from 
Egypt into Canaan with all his family, and accom-^ 
panied by Lot, his nephew Both Abram and Lot 
had now become extremely rich; their flocks and 
herds covered the face of the country, and their 
servants, born in their house and dwelling in their 
tents, formed of themselves no iqcoosiderable mul- 
titude. 

Such wealth couH scarcely be expected to exist 
long in any family without producing its usual re- 
sults, dissension and division between those who 
fear not God, and trial and disunion even between 
those who are the most closely allied to biro. We 
are accordingly informed, '^ that the land was not 
able to boar them that they might dwell together ; 
for their substance was great so that they could 
not dwell together. And there was a strife between 
the herd men of Abraham's cattle, and the herdmen 
of IjoVs cattle/* 

It does not appear that the strife bad reached to 
the beads of the respective families, but it had 
commenced with the domestics: and instances 
have not been wanting in latter times, when feuds 
thus begun have kindled, not only individuals and 
families, but even clans and nations into wan 

It was theui that the practical nature of Abram's 
religion began to be developed. That we may 
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place it in the strongest tights let us for a moment 
consider the nuiimer in which a man of the world 
woQld have acted upon such an emergency, and 
then mark the gratifjring and instructive contrast* 
Would he not have argued thus? — There can be 
no question that if the land will not maintain our 
whole company^ it will at least maintain me, and 
all that belong to me ; let therefore my nephew 
aeek for himself, what I have already found, and 
what has been in so peculiar a manner promised 
to me. I have both the right to claim, and the 
power to maintain that right, and though I would 
willingly do every thing that is equitable and kind, 
it cannot be expected that the elder should yield to 
the younger, or that I should undervalue the pro- 
mises or gifts of God, by being so unnecessarily 
ready to transfer them to another. If strife or 
hostility be endangered, the peril be to him who 
awakens it ; I have wherewithal to defend myself, 
and to punish my opponents.-r-^uch would have 
been unquestionably the opinion of nine-tenths of 
mankind, and so prevalent is this selfish mode of 
reasoning and acting in the world around us, that 
we scarcely feel that there would have been any 
thing for the worldly man to animadvert upon, had 
this been the language and conduct of the patriarch 
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himself. Let us then hasten to contrast this with 
what were indeed his language and cooduct upon 
this important occasion ; " Abram said unto Lot, 
Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me 
and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herd- 
men, for we bo brethren." Of how widely difierent 
a spirit from those to whom we have alluded, must 
he have been possessed, who could thus speak 
upon a subject of considerable aggravation : '* Let 
there be no strife, for u?e be brethrenJ^ When we 
look around us in the world, who would believe 
that the same relationship, and therefore the same 
blessed motive for peace, still exists among its in- 
habitants? When we see the quarrels and the 
coldnesses, the lawsuits and the strifes, between 
those who are not only bound by the common tie 
of Christian fraternity, but by the closest and most 
indissoluble bonds of affinity and blood, are we not 
tempted to inquire, can these men indeed be 
<* brethren V* Can they be all trusting to the same 
hope of salvation, and expecting, or even desiiing^ 
to dwell together in the same heaven? It is in>- 
possible: with such divisions of heart and affec- 
tions, with such bitterness of feeling and expres- 
sion, the same eternal mansions could not contain 
them : the very tranquillity of heaven itself would 
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be broken up if tbey were- admitted there ; heaven 
would be no heaven, if it were a place where tN» 
many diSering brethren, of so many differing 
families, were all to congregate together in one 
eternal abode. 

But the kindness of Abram did not exhaiBt itself 
in a courteous speech, or evaporate in mere ex« 
pressions: he thus proceeds with almost unexam- 
pled tenderness and humility to address his 
younger and far less amiable kinsman, ^' Is not the 
whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray 
thee, from me; if thou wilt take the left hand» 
then I will go to the right; or, if thou depart to the 
right, then I will go to the teft." What forbear- 
ance, what generosity, what true nobility of mind 
was here ! Abram, standing on the confines of a 
country far exceeding in fertility that through 
which tbey were passing, does nat for a moment 
regard the difference, or claim, as^ he might have 
done, from the expressed promise of the Almighty, 
the whole for himself: he does not, as all must 
albw be wootd have been most fuRy justified in 
doing, even elatm for himself the priority of 
eheice; he waives every right, and gives np every 
pretension, in favoor of one fyr younger, and less 
deservnig, bumUy contenting himself with tfie por- 
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tion which Lot should leave him. Well did our 
Lord declare, " Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shajl be called the children of God." And 
yet, alas! how little of this spirit is there upon 
earth ! To give up a single point, to yield upon a 
single question, although you know j'burself. to be 
in the wrong, is, in the opinion of the world, rather 
a mark of pusillanimity and weakness, than of 
common honesty and candour; while even among 
sincere Christians such a concession is considered 
as no slight triumph of principle : but to yield when 
you are confessedly in the right, to give up your 
claim, when justice, reason, equity, and the power 
to maintain it are all upon your side, this is so rare 
as to be rather matter of tradition that such things 
have been, than among the e very-day occurrences 
of the Christian's life that such things are. Yet 
how completely was this the principle upon which 
Abram acted, and which the God of Abram com- 
mends I 

My brethren, would you desire — and who is 
there that would not desire — to emulate so lovely 
a character 1 There is only one method in which 
it can be achieved ; there is only one principle 
from which an habitual consistency in all the 
amiable qualifications of life can flow : ** Let that 
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mind be in you, ^hich was in Christ Jesus ;^ "Let 
the love of Christ constrain yoviP The sweetest 
natural disposition may be soured by disappoint- 
ments or impaired by unkindness, or expire amid 
the pains and disquietudes of sickness, or the pee- 
vishuess and fretfulness of age ; but the forbear- 
ance, the afiectionate and feeling regard for others, 
the ready postponement of our own interest or 
wishes to theirs, which flow not from the mere 
blessing of a naturally even temper, or the com- 
forts of a well-organized body, or a well-balanced 
mind, but from a heart renewed by the Spirit of 
God, from a mind deeply imbued with the love of 
Christ, from an habitual imitatioh of his blessed 
and perfect example, will never fail you. 

We do not mean to say that the most sincere 
Christian may not be betrayed into momentary 
harshness, or hastiness of expression, that you will 
never utter un uncharitable word, or be guilty of 
an unkind action ; but we do mean to assert, that 
these will be exceptions, the few and rare excep- 
tions, while with the living principle of the Spirit 
of Christ within, and the beauteous model of his 
perfect character without, you will never habitually 
and designedly err on the side of selfishness, un- 
kindness, or uncharitableness. 
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Strive then, my Christian brethren, as far as in 
you lies, to take away the reproach which has 
been unjustly cast upon the Christian name and 
profession by the worldliness, the injustice, the ra« 
pacity, or the cruelty of socpe of its professing fol- 
lowers* "Who can tell how deeply, even in his 
own person, the cause of Christianity may have 
suffered from the existence of feelings such as 
these ? Is it not grievous to reflect, that at the 
last day there may be many of those who shall be 
cast into outer darkness, to whom we may our- 
selves have given cause to make this most true but 
unavailing complaint : There was a time when I 
was seriously disposed to have inquired into those 
doctrines which the religious people of my day 
professed ; but when I sought their more intimate 
acquaintance, for the purpose of learning their 
opinions, and examining their practice, I found 
them so widely at variance, so much of love in 
tlieir creed, and of hatred in their lives, of harsh- 
ness and uncharitableness towards others, of dif- 
ferences and divisions among themselves, that I 
shrunk from a closer connexion with them, and 
remained in that ignorance and disobedience which 
will now receive their justly-merited reward, and 
condemn me to the blackness of darkness for ever. 



LECTURE IV. 73 

Earnestly then let me exhort you, each within 
the circle of his own little influence, to present to 
the eyes of the world the Christian character in all 
its spiritual harmony and beauty ; " Put on as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffer- 
ing: forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any; 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye ;" 
showing forth in your life and conversation the 
"fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long-sufler- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance." Demonstrate that you are indeed the child- 
ren of Abram, by evincing the same peaceableness 
and self-denial, the same kindness and urbanity in 
the every-day transactions of common life ; "doing 
to all men as you would they should do unto you ;" 
and in lowliness of mind esteeming others better than 
yourselves. Carry the spirit of your divine Master, 
the conformity to the revealed will and character of 
your God, not merely into his temple with you, but 
into your occupations and your retirements; into 
your counting-houses, cmd your dwelling-houses; 
into the duties of every day, and the domestic inter- 
course of every hour : these are the tests, the ohly 
true and genuine tests, of your religious profesnon; 
for be assured that " he that loveth not bis brother 
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whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom he hath 
not seen." '^ God is love ; and he that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

No sooner had Abram made to his nephew the 
kind and liberal proposition upon which we have 
been speaking, than we are informed that Lot im- 
mediately accepted the offer of priority of choice ; 
and without a single feeling either of that gratitude 
which might have led him 1o return the offer to his 
uncle, or that delicacy which might have taught 
him to content himself with the inferior portion of 
the territory around them, grasped at once at the 
proffered kindness, and " chose for himself all the 
plain of Jordan," the best watered and most fertile 
portion of the land. 

With the history of Lot, with his ingratitude, his 
selfishness, his covetousness, if these were at this 
time features in the character of him, who was after- 
wards spoken of as a sincere and upright man of 
God, we are not concerned ; but as ihe nephew of 
Abram, as one for whom we shall find the patriarch 
hereafter most mercifully and successfully inter- 
esting himself, it may not be irrelevant to remark, 
that this was the first false step which led to a life 
of the most trying and harassing vicissitudes. Lot 
now separated from the -company of a man God, of 
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fix)m the benefit of his ordinances and his altars, his 
precepts and his example ; and for the sake of earth- 
ly abundance, voluntarily betook himself into the 
neighbourhood, and finally into the closest compa- 
nionship and intimacy, of those who knew not the 
Lord. 

My younger brethren : yoa whose happiness it 
'is, in whatever station of life you are, to be placed 
at present within the instructions and the privileges 
of a religious family, think gratefully of this bless- 
ing, and reflect seriously before you consent to 
forego or separate from it Be assured that the 
very society of God's people is no common bless- 
ing, and tlieir ordinances and altars no common 
privilege. 

If the providence of God have placed you in the 
lower ranks of life, and I would here especially ad- 
dress myself to domestic servants, be very careful 
how you permit any prospect of superior temporal 
advantages to induce you to relinquish the benefits 
of living in a family conducted upon truly Chris- 
tian principles. If you are freely permitted to at- 
tend divine worship, and, as far as your necessary 
occupations will admit, to hallow this sacred day; 
if you have the comfort and the benefit of family 
prayers, and if these Christian advantages be duly 
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appreciated and improved by you> you may be 
convinced that the blessing of God may rest upon 
you in an especial manner, while beneath that roof. 
Be not therefore in haste» for any imaginary ad- 
vantages, to leave it. While you evince your 
thankfulness to God for placing you there, show 
also, by practising all good fidelity, by the strictest 
honesty and most respectful obedience, your grati- 
tude to your employers.. As John the Baptist said 
to the soldiers, " Be content with your wages," and 
" meddle not with them who are given to change.^ 
You may, and doubtless will, find some difficulties 
and privations in every situation, — so would Lot, 
had he continued with Abram,-^but infinitely less 
distressing and more endurable than those whfch 
succeeded his separation.. Take warning then by 
hid example, and let it be no trivial advantage in 
the future, no slight trial and inconvenience in the 
present, which shall tempt you to forsake a family 
in which you are treated as if you possessed an 
immortal soul, and were preparing for an eternal 
inheritance. 

It must have been a most sincere and heartfelt 
grief to the aged patriarch, to view his young re- 
lation thus readily withdrawing from the tents of 
his uncle, and to find himself deprived of the com-* 
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pany aocl society of one whom he had brought 
from a land of idolatry, and taqght to acknow- 
ledge and worship the great Jehovah. This, then, 
was the period selected by the Almighty to renew 
in a peculiar manner his promises to Abram. 
" The Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was 
separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and 
look from the place where thou art, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward; for all 
the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever." 

How striking an instance is this of the consider- 
ate kindness and tender mercies of Him with 
whom we have to do!" At the moment when 
Abram had been making the greatest sacrifices for 
peace, at the time when he was most remarkably 
demonstrating how loosely he sat by the richest 
earthly abundance,^ compared with the desire of 
approving himself to God, the Almighty visits him 
with a fresh manifestation of his presence, and 
comforts him with renewed assurances of his fu- 
ture inheritance. And does not the experience of 
the Christian still evidence to the same compas- 
sionate dealing on the part of his Almighty Fa- 
ther? If you, my Christian brethren, are ever led 
to acts of painful self-denial; if, for the sake of 
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peace, for the honour of God or the glory of his 
name, you ever willingly forego any worldly ad- 
vantage, or deprive yourself of any temporal gra- 
tification, how sweetly are you recompensed, how 
amply are you repaid, even at the present hour, by 
the increased enjoyment of closer and more inti- 
mate communion with your Redeemer, and by a 
sense of his approving presence and his all-seeing 
eye I How completely docs He thus accomplish 
his own most gracious declaration, ^ There is no 
man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children,, or lands, 
for my sake or the gospel's, but he shall receive 
an hundred-fold now in this present time, and in the 
world to come eternal life." 

Thus also, when those whom you have loved 
and cherished here, in whose society you have 
delighted, with whom you have enjoyed the com- 
forts of this world, or the far more blissful anticipa^ 
tions of that which is to eome^ when they are 
separated from^ you by unavoidable distance, or 
removed from you by the hand of death, how 
cheering to the eye of faith is the bright, unfading 
prospect of the future inheritance I At such times, 
how powerfully and how soothingly does the Spirit 
of God speak to the mind of the believer! and, 
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when the souT is faint and the heart is heavy^ say 
to you as he did of old to Abram^ ** Lift up now 
thine eyes, and fook from the place where thou 
art;" cease to dwell upon your present disquietudes 
and losses; cease to '^sorrow as men without 
hope;" "look^m the place" where sin has tainted 
every comfort, and sorrow has darkened every 
prospect, and let the eye of faith cast its bright 
>glance of hope and joy to the inheritance which is 
prepared for you. ** For all the land which thou 
seest, to thee will I give it ;" as surely is it for thee 
if thou art an obedient bel/ever in the Lord Jesus, 
as if purchased for thee alone ; as certainly shall it 
be kept for thee, and thou for it, as if thine absence 
alone would mar the happiness of its ten thousand 
times ten thousand happy inmates^ 

In the darkest hour, therefore, of this world's 
most trying vicissitudes, dwell with humble hope 
upon the prospects of this blessed, this glorious 
inheritance ; it is indeed an enlivening and an 
elevating theme, one which, nwre than any other, 
tends to comfort the heart when broken, and to 
cheer the spirit when sorrowful. Consider those 
who are already there, who have all passed through 
the same trials, been subject to the same infirmities^ 
iind bowed beneath the same sorrows as yourself. 
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The thoughts of that glorious inheritance, of ^ the 
recompense of the reward ;" of Him, whom hav- 
ing not seen» they loved, and with whom they 
longed to be for ever dwelling ; of that blissful 
country where Jesus reigns, and where sin and 
sorrow, and deaih and trial, are alike unknown — 
were the thoughts which gladdened their hearts 
and dried their tears while engaged in the same 
pilgrimage as yourselves. Let them also be the 
thoughts to cheer your labors and silence your 
regrets. Survey •** the land in the length of it and 
in the breadth of it;" for if you are indeed a 
believing and obeying servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, although the poorest, the lowest, and the 
most undeserving, to thee will God assuredly 
give it. Reflect bow immediate the hour of your 
actual possession of this rich inheritance may be — 
how near it must be ; and may '^ the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing;" with 
all comfort and consolation now in the prospect, 
and with all certainty of happiness hereafter in the 
fruition, of that blissful country in which those 
" who die in the Lord shall rest from their labours," 

4 

and rejoice in his immediate presence from ever- 
lasting to everlasting. 
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LECTURE V. 

OBNESIS XIV. 1& 

'* And Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and 
wine ; and he was the priest of the most high God : and he 
blessed him." 

The next incident in which we find Abram en* 
gaged, difiers remarkably from all that have pre- 
ceded it. The patriarch was pre-eminently a man 
of peace, willing, as we have seen, to sacrifice 
every worldly advantage, rather than interrupt that 
harmony which he knew to be so essential to the 
honour of his religious profession, and so entirely in 
accordance with the will of his God. On the pre- 
sent occasion, however, we find him assuming the 
character of the warrior, placing himself at the head 
of a numerous body of his servants, and waging a 
short but successful conflict with the princes of the 
warlike tribes among whom he sojourned. 

We are informed by the inspired historian, that 
four of the neighbouring princes had made an in- 
road upon the cities of the plain, in one of which, 
even in the accursed Sodom, Lot, the nephew of 
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Abram, had now taken up his permanent abode ; 
and having conquered the kings of those cities, they 
carried away as captives Lot and his family, and 
all his goods. We may just remark in passing, how 
speedily the evil fruits of Lot's separation from 
Abram became apparent: he left this man of God, 
fearful lest his wealth should be diminished by the 
want of an abundant pasturage ; and the very next 
mention that is made of him is, that he has lost every 
thing which he so highly valued and so dearly 
purchased, and is himself an exile and a prisoner. 

"Be sure your sin will find you out," was as 
completely verified in the history of Lot, as in that 
of Jacob. The original act of duplicity in the 
latter wds, as we observed while pursuing his his- 
tory, returned upon him by the duplicity of others in 
almost every important incident and every near re- 
lationship of life. The original act of covetousness 
in the former seems to have been equally visited 
upon Lot throughout the whole of his eventful and 
disastrous career; every trial appearing to be so ap- 
pointed by the hand of God, as to touch him in'this 
most tender point, until in the last stages of his ca- 
reer, from the possession of flocks and herds, so that 
the land was not able to bear him, we find him a 
poverty-stricken outcast, far from the fertile plains 
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which had been so much the object of his ambidon^ 
closing his days in a cavern of the mountains. 
May we never be tempted to forget, my brethren, 
that the word of God has declared that " they who 
hasten to be rich fall into temptation and a snare," 
for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
things which he possesseth, but in that blessed state 
of mind which teaches us to " seek first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness," content with the 
smallest portion, and the narrowest prospects here on 
earth, if we be but " rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom." 

" No sooner, however, was the calamity in which 
Lot was involved communicated to Abram, than 
we read that ^* he* armed his trained servants born 

« 

in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them unto Dan. And he divided himself 
against them^ he and his servants, by night, and 
smote them, and pursued them unto Hobab, which 
is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought 
back all the goods, and also brought again his bro* 
ther Lot and his goods, and the women also and 
the people." This is the only instance recorded 
throughout the life of Abram of his engaging 
in any warlike expedition. Much as we dislike 
the name of war, and utterly unchristian and un* 
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justifiable as we consider every species of offensive 
warfare, we cannot withhold our approbation of 
this truly disinterested action of the patriarch. 
To succour the weak, to relieve the distressed, to 
liberate the captive, were his only motives, and the 
comfort of an approving conscience his only re- 
ward ; for we find that after having been blessed 
with the most signal success, the use which he de- 
lighted to make of the fruits of his victory, was to 
restore all that had been taken to their rightful 
owners. 

It was while Abram was returning from this 
successful enterprise, that his interview with one of 
the most remarkable characters in holy writ, took 
place. A character shrouded in the deepest mys- 
tery, and of whom the little we can learn is to be 
obtained rather by " comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual," and by throwing the light of other por- 
tions of the word of God upon the obscurity of 
this dark passage, than by any thing which is con- 
tained in the passage itself. The personage to 
whom I allude is Melchizedek, and all that is here 
narrated of hinfi is as follows: — " And Melchizedek, 
king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine : and 
he was the priest of the most high God. And he 
blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram of the most 
high God, possessor of heaven and earth. And 
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blessed be the most high God, which hdth delivered 
thine enemies into thine hand. And he (i. e. Abram) 
gave him tithes of all." 

No further mention throughout the history of 
Abram is ever made of this remarkable person ; but 
the next time we hear of him is in a place and in 
a manner which tend extremely to exalt him in 
our view, and to give him a pre-eminence over 
many other characters in holy writ, of whom 
far more has been recorded. It is in the 110th 
Psalm, that Psalm which is dedicated to the pro- 
phetic declaration of the future glories of the 
Messiah, that the next mention is made of this ex- 
traordinary person : we are there informed, " The 
Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek." 
While the apostle to the Hebrews, to leave us no 
possibility of doubting of whom the psalmist spake, 
expressly says, " Jesus made an high priest for ever 
after the order of Melchizedek." 

It is not the intention of these plain and familiar 
lectures, to enter either into the mazes of contro- 
versy, or into the depths of critical inquiry ; I shall 
mot, therefore, occupy your time by stating the 
various conjectures — and widely varying they are — 
to which the mysterious account of Melchizedek in 
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hol^ writ has girtn rise. There is, however, one 
which* as it is favoured by seme of our best com- 
mentators, it may be desirable to notice, vis. that 
Melchizedek was a personal manifestation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and was himself the uncreated 
angel of the covenant. This is grounded upon 
that declaration of the apostle, in the 7th chapter 
to the Hebrews, which says that Melchizedek was 
** without father and without mother, without de- 
scent, having neither beginning of days nor end of 
life/' There can be no doubt that these expres- 
sions are strictly applicable to none but our blessed 
Redeemer ; they are, however, as we shall see, in 
a modified sense, applicable to the person of whom 
they were predicated, and whom, notwithstanding 
this remarkable description, we believe to have 
been a mere mortal, fashioned in all points like as 
we are. Indeed it scarcely appears possible that 
Melchizedek could have been the Messiah in per- 
son, for the same apostle hath said of bim, that 
** he was made Wee unto the Son of God,'' an ex- 
pression of itself sufficient to show that he was 
not really the Son of God. We should therefore 
incline to think that the account given of him by 
Josephus is the true one, viz. that Melchizedek was 
a Canaanitish prince, a pious and rel«gtoos man. 
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eminently raised up by God, and whose genealogy 
was kept a secret, that he might be in this, as in 
other things, a type of Christ. 

It is for this purpose alone that he appears to 
have been introduced into the page of Scripture 
history ; in all that is told of him, and in all that is 
left untold of him, he is equally a most remarkable 
type of our ever-blessed Lord; and we should 
therefore scarcely be justified if we were not to 
dwell awhile upon those points of resemblance 
which the apostle to the Hebrews has so plainly 
recorded. *' This Melchizedek," says the apostle, 
'' was king of Salem." It is sometimes thought 
that the Salem of which Melchizedek was king, 
was in after days the city of Jerusalem, which is 
called Salem in the 76th Psalm ; but this is impro* 
bable, for the spot where the interview between 
Abram and Melchizedek took place, was between 
Damascus and Sodom, while Jerusalem was nearly 
forty miles distant, and in a contrary direction; 
diere is little doubt, therefore, that this Salem was 
the Salem of the New Testament, ** near to which 
John was baptizing,'' which was precisely in the 
situation I have described, and in which, according 
to Jerome, very magnificent ruins were shown in 
his day as the palace of Melchizedek. 
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The apostle, speaking of his name, says that he 
was called Melchizedek, which is literally Melchi 
Zedek, the righteous king, or the king of righteous- 
ness : speaking of his title, the same apostle says, 
that " he was king of Salem," or king of peace, 
which is the literal meaning of Salem. In both 
his name, therefore, and his title, he was eminently 
a type of the Lord Jesus, of whom we are told by 
the prophet Jeremiah, ''A king shall reign and 
prosper, and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, The Lord our righteousness :" and by the 
prophet Isaiah, ^' Unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given," and " his name shall be called the 
Prince of Peace." 

Again, as in his name and titles, so in his offices, 
was Melchizedek remarkably a type of our Lord. 
We are told by the apostle, that he was not only 
king of Salem, " but a priest of the most high 
God," — offices in the earlier times not unfrequently 
united — and by this union he typified the kingly 
and priestly offices of our* blessed Redeemer, of 
whom the Almighty declared, " I have set my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion ;" and again, " He 
is a merciful and faithful high priest," says the 
apostle, <<a great high priest passed into the 
heavens." 
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It is important that we should never lose sight of 
this remarkable union of the kingly and priestly 
offices in the person of our ever-blessed Redeemer, 
«o plainly pourtrayed in the types, and set forth in 
the prophecies, of the Old Testament, and so 
remarkably demonstrated in the New. Bat be not 
content with the mere scriptural knowledge that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is indeed both priest and 
king : learn rightly to estimate the practical value 
of such an acknowledgment ; carry the inquiry to 
your own heart, and often ask yourself, Is the Lord 
Jesus Christ thus united in both these important 
offices tome? Have I received Him as my Priest 
to atone for me, and my King to govern me? 
Unless both sceptres are freely offered Him, He 
will not accept the proffered sovereignty. Where 
as a priest he has reconciled you to God, there as a 
king must he rule in your daily walk and conversa- 
tion : where he has been received as a ** king of 
righteousness," — ^bestowing an imputed righteous- 
ness which shall satisfy God, and vouchsafing a 
sanctifying righteousness by which you shall glorify 
God — ^there, and there only, will He come as 
<* King of Peace," with healing on his wings, par- 
doning, comforting, blessing, ^keeping him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed upoa God.*^ 

8* 
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Proceed we still further to examine' those points 
in which Melchizedek was a type of our Lord in 
what was not revealed of him, as we have seen 
him to be in that which was made manifest 

The apostle declares that Melchizedek "was with- 
out father, without mother, without descent,** i. e. 

« 

the Holy Spirit purposely concealed his parentage, 
to make him a more perfect type of the eternal 
Son of God, than he could have been by any other 
method. For as Melchizedek was " without father," 
so also was our Lord in his human nature, being 
born of a pure virgin ; as Melchizedek was " with- 
out mother," so was our Lord in his divine nature, 
being the Son of God by an eternal generation ; as 
Melchizedek was " without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life," t. e, in other 
words, neither his birth nor his death having been 
recorded, so did the prophet Micah expressly say 
of our Lord, " his goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting." He was thus literally, what 
Melchizedek was only apparently, "without de- 
scent," " for He was in the beginning," and from 
everlasting, before time was created, and He shall 
be " to everlasting," when time shall be no more. 
<* Who then," as the prophet asks, " shall declare 
his g^neratioa?" Melcbizedek's descent was not 
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declared, only that he might be the more perfect 
type of Him, whose descent could not be declared. 
But let us turn from the name, and the titles, and 
the offices, and the genealogy, of Melchizedek, to 
his employments, and we shall find him still pre- 
senting the same striking and beautiful type of the 
true " king of righteousness" and " king of peace." 
In the short passage in which Melchizedek, is 
presented to us, we read that he was engaged in 
three remarkable occupations. He received tithes 
of all that Abram possessed; he brought forth bread 
and wine for the refreshment of the patriarch and 
of his weary followers ; and, in a very solemn and 
peculiar manner, he bestowed his blessing upon 
the father of the faithful. 

Leaving the consideration of Melchizedek re- 
ceiving tithes of Abram, the object of which is 
most fully discussed by St. Paul in the seventh 
chapter of his epistle to the Hebrews, let us rather 
pass on to the two remaining actions of this re- 
markable personage, in the hope and with the 
prayer that we may derive something of personal 
benefit and consolation, by looking through the 
type to that blessed Being who is the great and 
glorious antitype. 
We are told in the words of the text, that when 
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Abram was returning from the slaughter of the 
kings, Melchizedeky as a king, met him, and 
brought forth bread and wine to refresh and sus- 
tain him after the toils of the conflict. Now turn 
we to the illustrious antitype, our Lord and our 
Redeemer, and behold Him, as a gracious and 
all-powerful king, employed in the same merciful 
act of condescension and kindness to his weary 
followers. When you, my Christian brethren, — I 
would address myself to the experience of the 
Christian's heart, — during the toils of your pilgrim- 
age, the conflicts of your warfare, are like the 
soldiers of Gideon, •* faint yet pursuing ;" when you 
feel almost sinking beneath the repeated assaults of 
your spiritual enemies, and, although you may have 
successfully repelled them, are still trembling lest 
you should fall before their renewed attack, how 
mercifully does your King, like Melchizedek of 
old, bring forth his bread and wine ; the bread of 
his supporting and strengthening word, the wine 
of his heart-elevating promises, to cheer and re- 
cruit your drooping spirits ! Were it not for his 
blessed aid, how often ere this would you have 
sunk, wearied and exhausted, in the unequal con- 
flict; how often would even the moment of victory, 
the most dangerous moment to the Christian, have 
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been the moment of fatal and irremediable defeat ; 
when the powers of darkness having been van- 
quished, the temptation successfully opposed, the 
evil spirit of self-complacency comes hovering 
upon the track of the retreating foe, and you, who 
had so lately triumphed, would, but for the aid of 
your all-merciful Sovereign, have sunk prostrate at 
the feet of the enemy. , 

Lastly : did Melchizedek not only as a king sustain 
and cheer the returning patriarch, but also as a 
priest, in the most solemn manner, bestow upon him 
his blessing ? Behold again the gracious antitype, 
our Lord and our Redeemer, in the last scene of his 
mortal life, a life of suffering love, when, as a priest. 
He was about to " enter in within the veil," " lead- 
ing out his disciples from the holy city, and lifting up 
his hands and blessing them, and while he was bless- 
ing them, he was parted from them and carried up 
into heaven." How delightful is the thought to every 
humble follower of our adorable Redeemer, that the 
last time the Saviour, in his veil of flesh, was ever 
looked upon by mortal eye, the last time He mingled 
in matchless condescension with the church militant 
here on earth, He was thus graciously, thus merci- 
fully, thus compassionately engaged in fulfilling his 
priestly office, in blessing his poor, forlorn, and help- 
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leas fbUowers ! How encouraging is the belief, that 
at the present day» and at the present hour, this is, 
and while time remains this shall be still his merciful 
occupation, that as a great High Priest he has en- 
tered into the holy of holies to plead for his people ; 
for " He ever liveth to make intercession for us,** 
ever liveth to bless with the tokens of his love, with 
the communications of his grace, each individual 
member of his redeemed and ransomed family. Nor 
is this all. It was not enough that his last act on earth 
should be an act of blessing, his present occupation 
still the same, but when he comes again, it shall be 
for the same most gracious purpose ! 

How glorious is the anticipation, that when time 
shall be no longer, when we shall see Him " whom 
having not seen we love,'' the first accents of his 
voice, upon the day of his long looked for, prayed 
for, wished for return, when he shall come surround- 
ed by the church triumphant, will still be the language 
of blessing ! He shall come forth to bless his people, 
saying to each and to all who have denied themselves 
and taken up his cross, and in heart and affection, 
and life and conversation, followed him, ^ Well done, 
good and faithful servants, enter into the joy of your 
I^rA" 
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LECTURE VI. 

GENESIS XV. 6, 

^ He believed in the Lord ; and He coanted it to him for 
righteousness." 

Wfi concladed our last discourse with the consi^ 
deration of Abram^s interview with Melchizedek> 
upon the former's return from his successful expedi* 
tion against the four kings. There was yet another, 
and almost equally remarkable interview, which oc- 
curred at the same time and place. *^ The king of 
Sodom," who had suffered so severely from the in- 
road of the four kings, whom Abram had van- 
quished, '' went out to meet him," and said unto him, 
*' Give me the persons, and take the goods to thy- 
self." In other words, restore to me my subjects, 
who have been carried away captive, and whom you 
have liberated, and keep as a recompense, the flocks, 
and the herds, and the goods, which are justly the 
property of the conqueror. And Abram said to the 
king of Sodom, '^ I have lift up my hand unto the 
Lord," (t. e. I have sworn,) '* that I will not take 
from a thread even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will 



96 LfiOTURS VI. 

not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest 
say, I have made Abram rich." What another 
beautiful testimony is here given to the disinterest- 
edness of the patriarch T He would receive no re- 
ward at the hands of the ungodly king of an aban- 
doned and God-deserted city. But for the men that 
were with him, the three princes who had joined 
him in the conflict and the pursuit, " Let them," 
said Abram, " take their portion." They probably 
were not the followers of the God of Abram, and 
oyer them he desired to exercise no control; but for 
himself, he was firm and decided that nothing of the 
goods of Sodom should cleave to him. He looked 
for his support and his subsistence here, to the Lord, 
and to him alone ; he knew that '' his bread and his 
water should be sure." God had undertaken to pro- 
vide for him — the Lord had provided, the Lord 
would provide — and Abram had learnt to trust the 
word of God's promises, even where he could not 
trace the hand of his providence. 

My brethren, would that we were able to say 
that the spiritual children of Abram acted at the 
present day in accordance with this admirable ex- 
ample. But is it not, on the contrary, continually 
brought as a charge against the professing Chris- 
tians of our time)5, that instead of evidencing this un- 
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worldly and generous spirit, there are few who are 
more anxious to secure every possible temporal ad- 
vantage than themselves ; few who are more eagle* 
eyed after the emoluments of this world, or more in- 
clined, I will not say to overstep the bounds of the 
strictest honesty, in the acquirement of them, but to 
advance to the very limits of those boundaries. You, 
my brethren, who thus act, plainly demonstrate, 
that while you profess to trust God for the eternal 
salvation of your soul, that jewel of inestimable 
value, you cannot really trust him for the mainte- 
nance of the poor perishable casket which contains it. 
Again, how often do we hear it said, that there 
is far more liberality, more openness of dealing, 
more disinterestedness among the high-minded peo- 
ple of the world, than among many of whom we 
may not doubt that they are the people of Gk)d. 
This is a distressing truth, but one which must 
not be suppressed. You excel the people of the 
world, my Christian brethren, upon every point 
which involves your duty to your heavenly Father, 
let it not be said that you do not equally excel 

them in your duties to your fellow-men : let it be 
evident, that the graces of the Christian are as 
superior to the virtues of the man of the world, 

9 
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IB the every-day transaclioiis of Iire» an the Chrif* 
tian's motive is 8iq)erior to the worMIing's motive, 
and the joys of the Christian's heaven are superior 
to the pleasures and immunities of earth. And 
especially you, my poorer brethren, when you aie 
tempted to relieve your poverty by any act of 
petty dishonesty of your own, or by sharing in the 
doubtfully*acquired property of another ; or, if you 
fill the office of domestic servants, by what are 
termed in the language pf the world, the perqui- 
sites of your station, but are, in the language of 
God, too often positive thefts ; remember the up- 
right, disinterested example of him of whom we 
speak; be "jealous over yourselves with a godly 
jealousy," lest you should put it into the power of 
your spiritual enemy to say hereafter, as the king 
of Sodom would have said of Abram, I havjb majdb 

THIS MAir RICH ! 

If you are a child of God, be assured you shaU 
never want sudi a child's portion of the good 
things of this woridt ^ ^ Father, who knows you 
infinitely bett^ than you know yourself, thinks 
best for your own • interests, and for his glory ; 
rest therefore in faith upon the promise, that the 
Iiordhalib provided, and the Lord will provide* 

It was ** after these things," says the inspired 
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historian, that ''the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I 
am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.*' 
Abram in all probability felt, that although he had 
thus surprised his enemies and been successful in 
this midnight encounter, there was no security 
against the future attack, and therefore, bold as he 
was, he " feaited ;" his heart probably quailed with- 
in him at the thought that he was an unprotected 
stranger in a foreign land, that his vanquished foes 
might again return upon him, and that he might 
yet perish by the hand of his enemies. The fears 
which Abram felt on this occasion do not appear 
to have been expressed, but God knoweth the heart 
and all that is passing there, and thenefore this was 
the moment that the Lord appeared to him, — *^ after 
these things,^ — saying, " Fear not, Abram ; I am 
thy shield." 

How consolatory is it to the Christian to be thus 
assured that all the secret fears of his heart, as 
well as the outward afflictions of his lot, are equal- 
ly known to God. ** Let not your hearts be trou- 
bled," was the merciful address of our Lord to hfs 
sorrowing though silent disciples. Every secret 
fear» therefore, my brethren, is known lo Him 
** fvom wbooi «o ieerets are hid ;*' and while yw 
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are trembling with anxiety lest you should still sink 
before your spiritual enemies ; like David, lest you 
should still <^ perish by the hand of Saul ;" your 
Redeemer declares to you there is no cause for 
alarm^ for '^ I am thy shield." However thickly 
the fiery darts of the wicked one may fall around 
thee, they shall not pierce thee while Grod is thy 
shield ; '' a thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right haod ; but it shall not come 
nigh thee, for he shall cover thee with his feathers, 
and under his wings shalt thou be safe ; his right- 
eousness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler." 
It is thus, as the psalmist says, '' our fathers 
trusted in God, and were not confounded." It is 
thus when you, my brethren, forego any unworthy 
advantage, when you renounce any worldly gratilB- 
cation, when you refuse any forbidden or dishonest 
profits, for the sake of Christ, you ** shall in no wise 
lose your reward ;" the Lord himself will be " the 
portion of your inheritance and of your cup, He 
will maintain your lot ;" however the world may 
frown upon you and withhold its capricious favours, 
or separate from you and deny its transitory 
i^grandisements, remember that there is One who 
hath said, "I am thy exceeding great rewarcU^ 
Wanting his presence and his blessing in the richest 
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earthly abundance, you are poor indeed; but 
possessing Him, enabled by his Spirit to say, 
** Christ is mine," and your habitation, though it be 
but a hove], will be the abode of contentment and 
peace ; your heart, though it be often grieved l^ 
sin and oppressed by outward misery, will be *^ the 
temple of the Holy Ghost," and your spirit meeten- 
ing» by all which happens here below, for an 
inheritance beyond the skies. 

As soon as the Almighty had thus revealed 
himself to Abram, we find the patriarch availing 
himself of the opportunity of this personal com* 
munieation with the great Jehovah, to remind Him 
of his promise, and to urge upon Him its fulfilment 
^And Abram said. Lord God, what wilt thou 
give me seeing that I go childless, and the steward 
of my house is this Eiiezer of Damascus? And 
Abram said. Behold, to me thou hast given no seed, 
and lo, one born in my house is mine heir.^ We 
observe in this remonstrance of Abram, perhaps, 
something of the mfirmity of our fallen nature, but 
certainly joined to an earnest and praisewortby 
desire after the promised blessing. He does not 
indeed appear to doubt that God would make of 
him a great nation, and that ** in his seed, even in 
Christ, all nations of the earth should be blessed ;** 

9* 
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but time was passing on, eight years had already 
elapsed since the promise was first promulged, and 
yet no signs of its fulfilment. Abram therefore 
pleads with the Lord ; as if he had said. Thou hast 
just declared thyself "my exceeding great re- 
ward," and yet the promised seed is withheld, and 
I go down the vale of years childless ; and to the 
eye of sense it appears as if my faithful servant 
Eliezer, born in my house, were to be my adopted 
heir, and I were to lose the glory of being, in a 
still more literal manner, the progenitor of the 
great Messiah. 

Behold how mercifully the Almighty bears with 
the infirmities of his people ! He knew the heart of 
the patriarch, and therefore knew that his com- 
plaint was not the mere complaint of the natural 
man fearing to be written childless, but the earnest 
heart-felt longing of the spiritual man for a closer 
relationship to his Lord^ a nearer affinity to that 
Saviour whom he had been already taught to 
believe in, to love, and to expect. Hesitate not, 
my brethren, to express feelings such as these to a 
compassionate God. When you find that, notwith- 
standing all the promises and all the ordinances 
which He has mercifully bestowed upon you, you 
are still far less closely united to your Redeemer, 
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your great and glorified Head,' than you hoped 
and prayed and expected that ere this you should 
have been, it is a legitimate cause of complaint to 
the Most High ; tell your difficulties unto the Lord, 
deplore before Him your distance, the coldness of 
your affections, the deadness of your heart, the 
unprofitableness of your sacraments and your 
prayers. Say with Abram, " Lord, what wilt thou 
give meV* what canst thou give me that can at all 
compensate for such a loss as this? Remember 
thy promises which have been ever of old ; re- 
member thy word upon which thou hast caused 
thy servant to hope ; remember Him who has 
purchased me with his blood, whose I am, and 
whom I desire to serve ; cast me not away from 
thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me. If I am not " one with Christ, and Christ with 
me ;" if thou givest me not Christ, an interest in 
his blood, a hope of his salvation, a place in his 
kingdom, all that thou hast given or canst give, in 
comparison of what thou hast withheld, will be 
little worth. 

Grod loves to be thus humbly but plainly re- 
minded of his promises. He loves to see his 
children thus coveting, and '* coveting earnestly the 
best gifts f for what would it profit them if they 
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were to gain the whole world, aad yet lose their 
interest in the Lamb slain from its foundation? 
What will it profit you, if you abound to overflow- 
ing with this world's goods, and yet have not the 
blood of Christ sprinkled upon your conscience, 
his love and his Spirit within your heart ? Abram's 
remonstrance entered into the ears of the Lord 
God of Sabaoth. For "* behold the word of the 
Lord came unto him, saying. This (speaking of fats 
servant Eliezer) shall not be thine heir, but be that 
shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be 
thine heir." And having said this, the Lord led 
Abram to the door of his tei^ and pointing to the 
apparently innumerable stars which were yet glitter- 
ing in the firmament-— for this manifestation of the 
Almighty was made before the dawn of day— 
** Look now towards heaven," said God, " and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them ; and he 
said unto him. So shall thy seed be. And he be- 
lieved in the Lord, and He counted it to him for 
righteousness." 

It was thus that the Almighty listened to the anx- 
ious desire of his faithful servant, and again pledged 
himself more strongly than ever to the fulfilment of 
it; and it was thus that Abram was accepted be- 
fore God by a simple reliance li^on his profaise, mnd 
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obtained the name which has distinguished him in 
all ages of the world as ^* the father of the faithful'' 
'' He believed God," utterly improbablet considering 
his advanced age and the advanced age of Sarai his 
wife, as such a declaration must have appeared ; he 
believed at once and unhesitatiugly in the promises of 
the Lord, and God ** counted it to him for righteous- 
ness." He believed that he should possess an innu- 
merable progeny, that in his seed, i. e. Christ, as the 
apostle tells us, all nations of the earth should be 
blessed ; he believed therefore in the Messiah who 
should come, and so believing, his faith was, as the 
homily expresses it, ^* the hand which put on Christ," 
and therefore instrumentally justified him before 
God. 

My Christian brethren, it is of essential import- 
ance that you should understand the method by 
which Abram was thus accounted righteous before 
God, not as a matter of mere historical research, or 
even of doctrinal inquiry, but as a matter of the 
deepest personal interest The way of salvation has 
been one and the same from the creation of the 
world ; "justification by faith only," is as evidently 
a doctrine of the Old Testament as it is a doctrine 
of the New, or an article of the Church of England. 
Our Lord himself tells us, " Abram rejoiced to see 
his day, and he saw it and was glad ;" by which he 
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can only mean that Abram rejoiced to foresee the 
coming of Christ Jesus our Lord in the flesh, a cru- 
cified and glorified Aedeemer, and the unspeakably 
great and Messed consequences of it. It was thus 
that Abram and all the patriarchs and prophets and 
spiritual worshippers of God under the old dispensa- 
tion, believed, with the fullest assurance of faith, on 
the person of the Messiah who should come, as 
every spiritual worshipper now believes on the Mes- 
siah who has come. The object of faith is in both 
cases the same, — and the effect of faith is in both 
cases the same — justification and peace, acceptance 
and holiness, — ^^ Being justified by faith we have 
peace with God,'' and the faith by which we are 
justified being a living and an operative faith, daily 
evinces its fruits in ^' all holy conversation and godli- 
ness.'' 

Earnestly, therefore, would I beseech you to in- 
quire of your own hearts, whether you have been 
led by the Spirit of God to receive this most import- 
ant and deeply influential truth. How can I be ac- 
counted righteous before Godt is the first great 
question of the awakened sinner's heart Has it 
ever been — is it at this moment, — ^the inquiry of 
yours t If It be, the words of the text are the an- 
swer which God himself has given to it — Abrani 
^ believed in the Lord, and He counted it to him for 



righteousness." Do you, according to the in 
creased light and means of obtaining it in the dis- 
pensation under which you live, " believe in the 
Lord,'' believe that his sinless sacrifice alone can 
atone for your sins, his righteousness satisfy God for 
your unrighteousness, his Spirit sanctify you from 
all uncleanness and infirmity, and lead you to 
glorify God in your day and generation? So be- 
lieving with a true, a living, an obeying faith, the 
object of your belief, the Lord Jesus Christ, will 
be made unto you '* wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctUication and Redemption ;" so believing, yoo 
^Iso will be justified before God ; and <' whom He 
justifies, them He also glorifies." Therefore, as the 
apostle says, " there is now no condemnation"-— 
there will be none hereafter — to you " who are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
theSpirit." 
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GENESIS XV. 17. 



** And it came to pass that when the san went down and it 
was dark, behold a smoking furnace and a homing lamp 
that passed between those pieces." 

We considered, in the last discourse, the testi- 
mony borne by the Spirit of God to the faith of 
Abram, v^ith respect to the promised seed and to 
the Messiah who should spring from his loins. 
*' He believed God, and He counted it to hkn for 
righteousness. 

There was yet, however, another subject upon 
which the faitli of the patriarch was to be exer- 
cised, which had been already revealed to him by 
the Almighty, and which was now briefly but 
strikingly reiterated. This was the promise of the 
territory which his future progeny should inherit. 
The Lord said unto Abram, ** I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give 
thee this land to inherit it." 

It is worthy of observation, with what a beauti- 
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ful propriety to the pc^culiar subject of the revela- 
tioD, the Almighty always adapts the name under 
which he reveals himself. Thus, wl en about to 
deliver to the Israelites a law which was to bind 
them to Him as a people for ever, the Almighty 
marked his peculiar claims upon their gratitude 
and their obedience, by saying,'*! am the Lord, 
the God which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt^ out of the house of bondage!:" leaving it to 
their own hearts to supply the addition^ ''Can we 
therefore refuse to obey Him who has broken 
every chain tvhich held us in captivity, that He 
might bind us to himself in the bonds of love?" It 
was thns also that the Lord ushered in to Abram 
the improbable promise of the whole territory upon 
which he stood, by revealing himself to him as the 
God who had done greater things for him than this 
already, when He brought him out of the idola- 
trous land of his nativity. 

And is it not in a similar manner,- my brethren, 
and with the same beautiful propriety, that the 
Almighty continues to reveal himself to the heart 
of every one of his believing and obeying people ? 
Does He not say to each of you, I am the Lord 
who redeemed thee, I am He who called thee 
when in ignorance and sin? "when I passed by 

10 
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thcc," I quote the words of God by his prophet 
Ezekiel, ** and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, 
I said unto thee, Live ;" and wilt thou cease to fol- 
low me, or can I ever cease to love, to guard, and 
to provide for thee ? Surely there can be no pro- 
mise of future protection so encouraging as the re* 
collection of past mercies ? What could establish 
Abram more fully in the hope that the land of 
Canaan should one day be his own, than the re* 
membrance that he who promised it had already 
demonstrated his love, by calling him from the 
land of the Chaldees ; and his power, by bringing 
him thus far in security and peace? What can 
establish you, my brethren, so fully in the hope of 
an inheritance in the heavenly Canaan, as the 
grateful recollection of all that your heavenly 
Father has done for you in the land of your na- 
tivity? When you remember for how many years 
you most probably lived in utter forgetfulness or 
ignorance of God, and yet during the whole of that 
period, were ^lurtured by his parental care ; when 
you consider for how long a time you continued, 
perhaps in open defiance, or in secret neglect of 
God, and yet even then were sought and found by 
the influences of his good Spirit, and brought to 
some little degree of knowledge and love of him- 
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self; when again you reflect how God has watch- 
ed over you since you have received the know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, how He has pre- 
served you from dangers, secured you in seasons 
of temptation, supported you in times of trial, 
cherished you in the days of sickness, comforted 
you in the hours of despondency ; you cannot ima- 
gine that he will now desert you — you cannot 
believe that He will so mar the work of his own 
hands, the labour of his own love, as to cast you 
off for ever, and after bearing with you through a!l 
the toils of the journey, forsake you when drawing 
to your journey's end. O no, my beloved brethren! 
Learn to have more confidence in your God, 
more reliance upon Him who has said, *' I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with 
loving-kindness have I drawn thee f more dependi- 
ence upon Him who, while you were yet enemies, 
poured forth his blood upon the cross to reconcile 
you to God. There cannot have been such an ex- 
penditure of love for so tmall, so pitiful a return ; 
nothing short of the eternal safety of your undying 
spirit can be a sufficient compensation for love so 
bouniifQi, so infinite. 

No sooner had the Almighty repeated to Abram 
the promise which we have been considering, than 
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^e are told that the father of the faithful replied, 
*' Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall in- 
herit it ?" 

There is no reason to conclude from this, that 
Abram doubted that he should inherit the promised 
land ; we are indeed assured that he fully believed 
in the Lord. But who is there among the sons of 
men whose faith is so perfect as to require no con- 
firmation? Among the many real children of God 
who can say, I hope that I have an interest in the 
great atonement, I believe and trust that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is my Redeemer ; how few are there^ 
comparatively, who are enabled to declare, in the 
full assurance of faith with the appropriation of 
holy Job of old, «* I know that my Redeemer liveth." 
Who is there, therefore, who may not with pro- 
priety adopt the prayer of the believing father in 
the Gospel, ^ Lord, I believe ; help thou mipe un- 
belief." 

It was doubtless upon this principle that we find 
the Almighty listening without displeasure to the re- 
quests both of Gideon and of Hezekiah, when they, 
although believing, requited a sign in corroboration 
of their belief; and even blaming the unbelieving 
Ahaz for stubbornly refusing to ask a sign, when 
it was freely offered him by God himself^ 
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In the present instance, therefore, the Ahnighty 
immediately acceded to the implied request of the 
patriarch, and commanded hFm, saying, '< Take me 
an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of 
three years old, and a ram of three years old, and 
a turtle-dove and a young pigeon. And he took 
unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, 
and laid each piece one against another : but the 
birds divided he not." 

Thus was every thing placed in order for the 
sign which Abram had asked, and which the Al- 
mighty had readily promised. Still was Abram re- 
quired to "tarry the Lord's leisure." From the 
early dawn to the closing eve, did he sit beside the 
sacrifice, but there was no voice nor any that an- 
swered; and yet he neither slumbered nor slept; 
neither suffered himself to repine, nor became 
careless or indifferent : so far from it, that we are 
told, " when the fowls came down upon the car- 
casses, Abram drove them away;" he would not 
sufibr that which he was offering to the Lord, to be 
either diminished or defiled. Would, my brethren, 
that in all our religious duties, there were the same 
patient spirit of watchfulness, and the same untir^ 
ing assiduity, the san>e unflagging zeal ; that while 
engaged m the service of our God we were 

10* 
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equally anxious to baaish every wandering thought^ 
to drive far away from us every worldly ImagiDa-p 
tion-<— those unclean birds which come down upon 
our offerings, and sully, and taint, and disfigure 
every sacrifice which we would bring to the akar 
of the Lord. 

At length the time arrived when Abram^s faithful- 
ness and watchfulness having been sufficiently 
tried, the Lord redeemed his promise. 

" When the sun was going down," says the in- 
spired historian, *' a deep sleep fell upon Abram, 
and lo, a horror of great darkness fell upon him." 
It was while in this supernatural ecstacy, that the 
Almighty delivered to him the following prophecy 
of the fate which awaited his descendants. ^* Know 
of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a 
land that is not theirs, and shall serve them } and 
they shall afflict them four hundred years." The 
middle clause of this sentence, *^ and shall serve 
them, and they shall afflict them," is to be con- 
sidered parenthetical ; for the actual servitude of 
the Israelites was only for a period of about eighty- 
six years, and we should therefore read it, " Know 
of a surety, that thy seed shall be a stranger in a 
land that is not theirs, four hundred years." " And 
also," continues the prophecy, " that nation whom 
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they sQrve, will I judge ; and afterwards shall they 
come out with great substance," Here was a dis^ 
tinct and circumstantial prediction of the long so-> 
journ of the seed of Ahram in a strange country ; 
of the bondage to which they should in after times 
be subjected in the land of Egypt ; of the plagues 
with which the Almighty, when bringing forth 
his people with a high hand, and a stretched-out 
arm, should judge the Egyptians ; and of " the 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold," which should 
be presented to the Israelites by their terrified task- 
masters, by which they should spoil the Egyptians* 
and come forth from the house of their captivity 
" with great substance/* 

The only point of difficulty in the prediction, is 
the period of four hundred years, since we are told 
in the 12th chapter of Exodus, that " the sojourning 
of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was 
four hundred and thirty years." To reconcile these 
apparently contradictory dates, it is only necessary 
to observe, that in the vision of which we are 
speaking, when the Almighty says, " Thy seed shall 
be a stranger in.a land that is not theirs four hun- 
dred years," the sojourning of the seed of Ahram in 
a foreign land is dated from the time of the birth of 
Isaac, from which events to the deliverance from 
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Egypt, was exactly four hundred and five^ or in 
round Dunibers, four hundred years. While in 
Exodus, the sojourning of the Israelites is dated 
from the arrival of Abram himself in Canaan, 
which was twenty-five years earlier, and thus, both 
these conflicting dates are perfectly reconcilable to 
the same event. 

It is interesting to observe how completely we are 
enabled, by the light of inspiration, to trace the em« 
ployments of Abram throughout the whole of the im- 
portant day of the events of which we are speak- 
ing. It was in the early dawn of this day, that 
God led the patriarch to the door of the tent, before 
sunrise, and pointed out to him the innumerable 
stars shining in the firmament. It was in the suc- 
ceeding part of the day, that the animals were killed 
and prepared, as God had commanded; it was 
when the sun was going down, that a deep sleep 
fell upon Abram, in which he heard the predic- 
tion of which we have been speaking ; and again, it 
was when the sun went down, and it was dark, that 
the sign he had requested was vouchsafed. 

What a day wa^ this ! How do the constant in- 
tercourse and daily walking of the patriarchs with 
God, put to shame all our feehle and momentary com- 
munings with him ! We can hardly believe that 
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ours is the same God, and that we are bound to 
Him by ties as close, and by relationship as endear- 
ing, as these holy men of old. Well may the hour- 
ly aspirations of our souls for ever be, " O for a 
closer walk with God !" 

But we must hasten on to the consideration of 
the sign which the Almighty had promised Abram, 
and which was no longer withheld. The following 
is the remarkable description given by the pen of 
inspiration ; '< And it came 'to pass, that when the 
sun went down and it was dark, behold a smoking 
furnace, and a burning lamp passed between those 
^pieces" of the creatures which Abram, at God's 
command, had killed and divided. You who are ac- 
quainted with the customs of the nations of an- 
tiquity^ will see in this something more than a 
mere unmeaning sign ; yoq will recollect that the 
usual ceremonial in important national covenants, 
of which we have some very remarkable instances 
in ancient lore, was to divide an animal into two or 
more parts; the persons covenanting passed be- 
tween these parts; intimating that should they 
break the covenant, they should deserve to be 
cut. asunder, and divided limb from limb, as the 
animal was, between whose mangled remains they 
were passing. 
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The smoking furnace which passed between 
the pieces, is usually considered as an emblem of 
the dark furnace of trouble, affliction, and bondage, 
which the Israelites endured in Egypt, to which 
reference is so peculiarly made in the fourth chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy, where it is said, " The Lord 
hath brought you forth out of the iron furnace, 
even Egypt ;" while the burning lamp which fol- 
lowed the smoking furnace, symbolized, the she- 
kinah, or glorious majesty of God, which should 
be with the Israelites in their great deliverance 
from the house of bondage, when in the words^ 
of the prophet, their salvation went forth " as a 
lamp that burneth." The Almighty thus, under 
the symbol of the smoking " furnace*' and << burning 
lamp," passing between the pieces, not only gave 
to Abram the requested sign, but, as we are told in the 
following verses, corroborated his promise, by thus 
making a covenant with Abram, that He, the 
Almighty, would not desert the progeny of Abram 
in their day of trial, but that he wouM accompany 
them in all their wanderings, and finally establish 
tfaem in the promised land. 

The land of Canaan therefore was given and 
solemnly made over : but the actual possession of it 
was withheld for four generations. The reason af- 
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forded hy God for this postponement of the pro- 
mised inheritance, is a very remarkable one. ^' In 
the fourth generation, they shall come hither again, 
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full." Al- 
though, therefore, the land of Canaan was, as we 
have seen, made over by solemn covenant to the 
seed of Abram, the justice of God would not con- 
sent to their taking possession, until the guilt of the 
present inhabitants should cry aloud for that pu- 
nishment with which they were afterwards so fear- 
fully visited. When this period should arrive, the 
Israelites were to enter in and take possession, 
'' utterly to destroy all that they had, and to spare 
them not, but to slay both man and woman, infant 
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass." 

Surely the effects of a sentence so fearfully se- 
vere, and yet so unquestionably just, could never 
have been intended to pass away with the guilty 
generation which it swept into perdition. Does it 
not cry with a warning voice at the present day, 
and at the present hour, to every nation under hea- 
ven 1 Does it not speak with a peculiar emphasis 
to ourselves, my brethren, as the inhabitants of a 
country which has most guiltily sinned, and yet for 
a long series of years most abundantly prospered 7 
The iniquity of the Amorites was long, very long. 
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nearly four hundred years in filling up, for that pe- 
riod elapsed before the Israelites came into posses- 
sion, but fill it eventually did, and the moment it 
had so filled, the justice of God was manifested in 
their total extirpation* Turn not a deafened ear, 
or a hardened heart, I beseech you, to so solemn 
a warning. Are there no events passing around 
you to lead you to fear that the iniquity of our 
own nation may also be filling up ? that our day of 
trial may be approaching? that the mercies so 
abundantly received, so little acknowledged, so 
long abused, may, as in the case of the Amorites, 
be cancelling our title-deeds, and preparing the 
way for the new possessors? and that yet a little 
while, and a perfectly just and a holy God will be 
compelled to say, " The iniquity of the people of 
England is now full ?" 

It is for you, my brethren, and for myself, under 
the divine grace and guidance, yet to endeavour to 
postpone that sentence; the sins of every nation 
must be made up of the sins of the individual 
members of that nation ; every humble, holy, pray- 
erful follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and ser- 
vant of our God, however low his rank, however 
small his means, however weak his attainments, 
k keeping back the day of solemn and certain 



LECTURE Vn* 121 

visitation^ I do not sci*uple to assert, because from 
my heart I believe it to be true, since all revelation 
teaches, and all history confirms it, that the essen- 
tially Christian part of the community, the men 
and the women,, and the children who fear to of- 
fend God, and who love his commandments, who 
are found in his temples and at hi^ altar in public, 
and upon their knees in private, are the salt which 
has kept, and is at this moment keeping — God only 
knows how long they will be permitted to keep us 
^from those trials which may be approaching. It 
is not the wisdom of our statesmen, it is not the 
courage of our soldiers, it is not whether one party 
or another hold the helm of government, which 
can preserve us from the day of visitation : it is 
instrumentally to be done by the prayers and the 
lives, and the devoted and consistent piety of the 
people of God. 

You then, who love your country, and who love 
your own little ones, who are entering upon life at 
a most awful period, think how powerful an addi- 
tional motive you have here for an increase of 
faith, and holiness, and self-denial, and obedience. 
Our iniquity is not yet full, but remember that 
when the waters are at the brim, one drop will 
make them overflow. The eye of the I^ord is 

11 
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even now upon this guilty country and upon its 
guilty inhabitants ; the sword of the Lord is even 
now uplifted to strike ; ^ ofiences must needs come, 
but wo to that man by whom the offence cometh :'' 
wo to those who assist in filling up the rapidly 
rising measure. Be not content, in times like these, 
even with mere personal holiness ; use your efforts 
with all over whom you possess the slightest con- 
trol ; urge them to a greater devotedness to God, 
and to a quiet, peaceable demeanour, to habits of 
order, and obedience to " the powers that be." At 
such a time every one will be a faithful servant to 
his earthly king who is a true believer in the King 
of kings. " Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ;" be 
much in prayer, both in your families and in secret, 
that a God of wisdom may direct the councils of 
our rulers in the administration of the affairs of 
our country at this peculiarly trying and difficult 
crisis. The evil day may still be averted ; the 
gathering tempest which even now darkens and 
lowers in the distance, may yet be dispersed ; devo- 
tedness of heart, and soul, and life to God, will yet 
be accepted, prayer will yet be heard ; the hand of 
the Lord, the providence of the Lord, and the day 
of the Lord, may yet be more publicly acknow^ 
ledged by us than they have been, and the glory of 
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the Lord, instead of our own glory, may be made 
the more frequent subject of our boast. 

But time is hastening on, the judgments of God 
are abroad, our condemimtioii siumbereth not; the 
smoking furnace, the symbol of national trial and 
national suffering, as in the vision of Abram, may 
be already kindled in our laqd : if it be, my Chris- 
tian brethren, if no prayers, no efforts shall avail 
to postpone its approach, let us then only supplicate 
our God that the burning lamp may, as of old, 
accompany it; that the divine presence may not 
forsake his children ; that '* one like unto the Son 
of God^' may be with us in the furnace, tempering 
itis heat, shortening its duration, sanctifying its 
fires ; that thus, bs a nation and as individuals, we 
may come out of the furnace chastened, purified, 
but not consumed; our dross purged away, and 
every Christian grace and every holy afiection 
shining more and more brightly to the glory of God 
oar Saviour, 



124 LECTURE yiii. 



LECTURE VIII. 

GENESIS XVIII. 1. 

" And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre/* 

After the remarkable vision which formed the 
subject of the last discourse, we are informed by 
the inspired historian, that Sarai, Abram's wife, 
growing impatient for the long^postponed, though 
promised seed, prevailed upon Abram to unite him^ 
self, in a secondary marriage, to Hagar, Sarai's 
handmaid. This was doubtless the eifect of sinful 
impatience on the part of Sarai, and was agreed to 
with what cannot be considered as an innocent 
acquiescence upon the part of Abram. Like most 
other sinful compliances, this act of the patriarch 
was succeeded by vexation and punishment. Inso^ 
lence and contempt soon took possession of the 
handmaid; jealousy and discontent assailed her 
mistress ; while, for nearly fourteen years, all per- 
sonal manifestations of the Almighty to his faithful, 
but in this instance erring, servant were suspended. 
We do not mean to assert that the long intermission 
of the delightful manifestations with which Abran^ 
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was favoured by the ^eat Jehovah, was intended 
as the punishment of this offence ; but it appears 
neither unscriptural nor unreasonable to conclude 
that it was so, when we remember how often, in 
all ages, similar conduct has been followed by 
aimilar results, and men's <*sins have separated 
between them and their God, and hid as it were 
his face from them*'' 

My brethren, do you ever complain that in 
your own case, communion with the Most High 
is more than usually diificult; that it is not with 
you as in times past ; that your intercourse with 
Heaven is impeded ; that (as the apostle expresses 
it) your prayers are ** hindered ;" that your very 
praises appear to have lost iheir wings, and to be 
unable to rise through the clouded atmosphere 
which surrounds you ? This is a state of mind not 
absolutely unknown, we believe, to any among the 
children of God; when meditation becomes irksome, 
prayer wearisome, and all intercourse with heaven 
cold, dead, and unprofitable: it is, we4)elieve, con- 
sonant with the painful experience of most Chris- 
tians, when we say that such feelings are neither 
unknown nor infrequent; when the spiritual life is 
so deadened within us^ that the slightest heaven- 
ward motion is an effort, and real inward com- 

11* 
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munion so little felt and enjoyed, that we are almost 
tempted by our spiritual enemy to forego the 
mockery of the external form. This is usually 
termed the hidings of God's face, and too often 
and too hastily attributed to the mere sovereignty 
of God, while a little careful self-examination 
would frequently enable us to discover that the 
cause is not in God, but in ourselves; that if the 
gracious visitings of the Spirit of God to the soul 
of the believer have been intermitted; if the promise 
of our divide Master, " We will come unto him 
and make our abode with bim," appear to remain 
unfulfilled, some secret sin, some unrestrained tem- 
per, some unholy compliance, some unchecked 
and unchastened desire, like the Achan in the 
cs^mp of Israel, is suffered to*be undetected in the 
heart, and to rob us of the promised blessing. 

While it is thus in judgment, it is also in mercy, 
in great and distinguishing mercy» that, und^ 
circumstances such as these, the Lord withdraws 
himself from us for a season. If we suffered the 
due reward of our deeds, He would withdraw him- 
self from us, not for a season, but for ever. How 
infinitely then does our gracious Redeemer nvagnify 
his love to you, if you are a child of 6od> when in 
the very act of chastening I He well knows, that 
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although, while He was with you, you far too little 
estimated his presence, yet if you have once truly 
experienced his love, you will never be happy, 
never be at peace, under a conviction of his ab* 
sence. It is therefore by this temporary with* 
drawal that He teaches you to " examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith," to ** judge yourselves 
that ye be not judged of the Lord," and, above all 
to look and long and pray for his return. It is 
thus that He produces those exercises of faith and 
love so often referred to by the church of old, 
when she says, '* By night on my bed I sought Him 
whom my soul loveth ; I sought Him, hut I found 
Him not ;"'-*-those mourning exercises, the most 
painful, hut perhaps amongst the most profitable of 
the Christian lif^, which, while sorrow and wo 
occupy the heart and compel you to " sow in tears," 
enable you, in the issue, by the return of the light 
of God's countenance, to ** reap in joy." 

After fourteen years had elapsed, during which, 
as we have observed, Abram had been debarred 
from all extraordinary communings with the Most 
High, we find the Almighty again appearing to him, 
urging him to a more perfect walk with God : '< I 
am the Almighty God ; walk before mo and be 
thou perfect;" repeating the assurances of the 
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unalterable nature of the covenant which he had 
made with him, and instituting the rite of circumci- 
sion, that " sign," or " seal," as the apostle to the 
Romans expresses it, <' of the faith which he had, 
yet being uncircumcised," and by which alone he 
had long before been justified, ** not in circumcision, 
but in unciroumcision." 

It was at this period of the patriarch's history 
that the Almighty made that remarkable change in 
the name both of Abram and his wife, which 
should convey to their remote posterity the remem- 
brance of the honour which they had received 
from the Lord. " Neither shall thy name any more 
be called Abram, (a high father,) but thy name 
shall be called Abraham, (the father of a numerous 
progeny;) for a father of many nations have I 
made thee." "And as for Sarai thy wife, thou 
shalt not call her name Sarai, (my princess,) but 
Sarah (a princess,) shall her name be." "She 
shall be a mother of nations, kings of people shall 
be of her." This was the manner in which the 
Almighty, from of old, distinguished those whom 
the Lord delighted to honour. This is the manner 
in which the kings of the earth have in all ages, by 
title of distinction and names of renown, adorned 
their favourites and elevated them above their 
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felloes. And this is still the manner, — but 1 how 
infinitely superior in its results, how far more 
blessed in its imperishable consequences ! — that our 
King, the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 
has promised to designate his covenanting people ; 
by giving them, as St. John declares, " a new 
name which no man knoweth, saving he that re- 
ceivelh it." Do you inquire what that new name 
may be ? — it is the new name of adoption, even 
" the child of God." This is the name which in 
the ear and heart of the believer supersedes every 
other name; which marks at once his separation 
from the family of the first Adam, in which he was 
born by nature, and his complete and joyful recep- 
tion into the family of the second Adam, into which 
he has been brought by grace. This is indeed a 
title worthy of all your efibrts, all your prayers ; a 
title, conferred upon the meanest and lowest be* 
lievers, freely offered to the poorest of you whom 
I now address, and yet without which the wealthiest 
and most distinguished among you can never enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

Examine then, earnestly and prayerfully, my 
brethren, each for yourself, whether this change of 
name, the necessary and inseparable accompani* 
ment of a change of heart, has passed upon you ; 
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whether you are one of the sheep belonging to the 
fold of thegood Shepherd, of whom it is said, ^ He 
knoweth his sheep by name;" whether, in the 
language of the Psalmist, ** when God writeth up 
his people,'' He can say of you, ** This man was 
born in Zion." *<None knoweth it saving he that 
receiveth it," saith our Lord; none can know it, 
none can feel and enjoy it, but you who have been 
made the blessed subjects of that renovating 
change to which- it applies ; to all others it is in- 
comprehensible, unintelligible — in the language of 
the world, mysticism, and enthusiasm. To you it 
is the never-ceasing testimony to the power of God 
and the love of God in Christ Jesus, ^* the promise 
g( the life which now is, and of that which is to 
conne," written as with a sunbeam upon your 
heart ; for if a child of God, then an heir, an heir 
of God and joint-heir with Christ, to an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefited, and that fadeth not away. 
O slight not this glorious distinction 1 do not value 
lightly a name and a privilege which the eternal 
Son of God left the bosom of his Father to pur- 
chase for you, which the eternal Spirit of God 
esteems it his highest prerogative to ratify and to 
apply; without which the eternal Jehovah can 
never be to you a Father, or you become his 
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"son& and daughters, saith the Lord God AU 
mighty." 

No sooner bad Abraham heard the word of the 
Lord, '' Sarah shall be a mother of nations, kings 
of people shall be of her," than we are told, ^* that 
he fell upop his face and laughed." We are not 
for a moment to imagine that Abram's laughter 
was the effect of doubt or mistrust, for we are ex- 
pressly told, in the epistle to the Romans, that " he 
staggered npt at the promise through unbelief, but 
was strong in faith, giving glory to God, and 
being fully persuaded that what He had promised 
He was able also to perform." When therefore 
he fell upon his face and laughed, he prostrated 
himself, a token of reverence for the divine Being 
who spake to him; and he laughed, or exulted 
greatly, an evidence of his certainty of the promise 
which was made him. How remarkable a de- 
monstration of that faith which is << the substance 
of things hpped for, the evidence of things not seen I" 
How strong an expression of that which was still fu- 
ture, was still to the eye of sense uncertain and im- 
probable ! And yet, my brethren, is it not thus 
that the true and established believer learns, even 
upon earth, not only to believe and trust, but to 
exult in the prospect of heaven, and to rest upon 
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the promises of God with a certainty of hope and 
a fulness of joy, which to the doubting Christian 
are utterly unknown 1 Strive earnestly to realize 
something of this delightful yet humble confidence 
in your own experience; endeavour to rest with 
the simplicity of an assured and scriptural faith 
upon all the declarations of God, and you will not 
only be enabled to rejoice in the certainty of the 
glory which shall be revealed in you, but in the 
certainty of every present help, of grace and 
strength and guidance on the way which leads to 
it ; " for," says the apostle, " all the ^promises of 
God in Christ Jesus, (of the means as well as the 
end,) are yea and (in Him) amen unto the glory of 
God by us." 

Three* months only hpd elapsed after the rite of 
circumcision had been instituted, and the change of 
Abram's name had taken place, when a manifesta- 
tion of the Almigthy, perhaps the most remarkable, 
recorded in the Old Testament, was vouchsafed. It 
is thus narrated in the simple and beautiful language 
of the inspired historian : *^ The Lord appeared 
unto Abram in the plains of Mamre : and he sat 
in the tent door in the heat of the day ; and he lift 
up his eyes and looked, and lo, three men stood by 

* Dr. Lightfoot 
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him ; and when he saw them, he ran to meet them 
from the tent-door, and bowed himself toward the. 
ground, and said, My Lord, if now I have found 
favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, 
from thy servant ; let a little water, I pray you, be 
fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree ; and I will fetch a morsel of bread, 
and comfort ye your hearts: after that ye shall 
pass on ; for therefore are ye come to your ser- 
vant. And they said, So, do as thou hast said." 
The three personages here spoken of have been 
considered by many to have been only three 
created angels, sent from the presence of the Lord ; 
but this can scarcely be the case, when we find 
their appearance spoken of in the text as an ap- 
pearance of " the Lord,*' and again, one of them 
expressly called " the Lord" in the thirteenth verse, 
and speaking, in the following verses, in language 
which no created being would, surely, venture to 
assume. Some commentators think, that as the 
narrative commences by saying, "The Lord ap- 
peared unto Abraham," and as Abraham addresses 
the three together under the appellation of ** my 
Lord," it was probably a manifestation of the three 
persons of the holy Trinity. This opinion, hbw- 
ever, appears very contrary to the general tenor of 
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Scriptore, in which we find no instance upon re* 
cord of the Father or the Holy Ghost ever assume 
ing the human form; while, again, in the latter 
part of the story, when the two angels had left the 
third with Abraham, and had gone on to Sodom, 
they say, ^ The Lord hath sent us to destroy this 
city." I allude to this because some authority has 
been improperly attached to this misapprehension, 
from the circumstance of our church selecting this 
portion of holy writ as one of the lessons for 
Trinity Sunday. We should imagine that her in- 
tention was not to adduce this as a proof of the 
trinity of the persons, but of the plurality of the per- 
sons in the Godhead : one of the persons of the 
blessed Trinity being here evidently present upon 
the earth, while the eternal father, «< whom none 
hath seen nor can see, was dwelling in the light 
which no man may approach untc'V 

It was during the plain repast of the angels, be- 
neath the wide-spreading branches of the over- 
shadowing tree, whije Abraham, with the simple 
manners of that early age, stood by them himself 
at once their servant and their host, that the first 
of these remarkable personages thus addressed 
him : *< Where is Sarah, thy, wife ? and he said. 
Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will certainly 
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return unto thee according to the time of life; and 
lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah 
heard him in the tent-door, which was behind him, 
and laughed within herself." This action of Sarah 
was precisely similar, in its external appearance, 
to that of Abraham, of which we have already 
spoken, and yet how widely different in its motives 
and intention. While he laughed from the exulting 
feeling of an unhesitating faith, she, on the con- 
trary, laughed in all the incredulity of a doubting 
mind. « They did not more agree in their desire,*' 
says Bishop Hall, ^than differ in their affection: 
Abraham laughed for joy, Sarah for distrust; 
Abraham laughed because he believed it would be 
so, Sarah because she believed it could not be so." 
** And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore 
did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a 
child, which am old ? Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord 7 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed 
not, for she was afraid." Thus adding to the sin 
by the cowardly concealment and the guilty false- 
hood, and receiving the merited reproof of the 
Most High, " Nay, but thou didst laugh," at the 
very moment when, if her faith had be^n stronger, 
she might have been enjoying, with unmingled 
feelings of happiness, her greatest earthly blessing. 
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Beware, my brethren, from her example, I 
most solemnly charge you, beware of every 
thought, every publication, every person that 
would teach you to receive even the minutest por- 
tion of the revelation of God with the feeling of in- 
credulity, or the smile of ridicula The protection 
of the most crowded assembly, the secrecy of the 
most private retirement, will alike be unavailing tO: 
shield you from the eye of Him from whom no 
secrets are hid. Sarah laughed behind the door 
of the tent, where no human eye could witness it^ 
and jret the Lord saw it : be careful that he never 
sees on your countenance the smile of distrust, the 
sneer of derision at his promises, his precepts, his 
people. How common a sin is this at the present 
day, bow injurious to the cause of God, how little 
is it thought of now by those who are guilty of it, 
how unceasingly will it be remembered by them in 
eternity \ The profane joke, the contemptuous ap- 
pellation, the sneer of imaginary superiority, the 
open ridicule, the mockery of the saints of the 
Most High, how will the eternal echo of that 
laughter chill the heart and appal the soul on that 
great and coming day when every excuse will be 
unavailing, every denial vain ; " Nay, but thou 
DIDST LAUGH," will Carry a pang to the scorner's 
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soul, which eternity itself will not enable him to 
forget ** Nat, but thou didst laugh/' will con- 
tinue to sound in his ears, and to oppress his spirit, 
when he and laughter shall have long been 
strangers, and when tears, and sighing, and mourn- 
ing, and wo, have been his unchanged, and shall 
be his unchangeable portion; for of all laughter 
such as this, the word of Grod has pronounced the 
termination and the fate, ^ The end of that mirth is 
heaviness ;" ** Wo unto you that laugh now, for 
you shall mourn and weep.*' 
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LECTURE IX. 

GENESIS XVIII. 19. 

'*For I know him, that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord." 

The inspired historian having recorded the in- 
stance of Sarah's incredulity, with which the last 
lecture concluded, thus continues the narrative: 
''And the men rose up from thence, and looked 
towards Sodom : and Abraham went with them to 
bring them on the way. And the Lord said,'* 
even the angel Jehovah, who was one of the three, 
" Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which 1 
do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a 
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him ? For I know him 
that he will command his children and his house- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment ; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him." 

How remarkable is the reason here alleged by 
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the Almighty for communicating his intentions to 
the faithful patriarch ! *^ I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord." Abra- 
ham's family religion, therefore, his determination 
to honour God himself, and to see that his children 
and servants also honoured the Lord, is given as 
the reason for his being made acquainted with the 
intentions of the Most High. 

My brethren, let me urge you seriously to in- 
quire, whether you have ever sufficiently consider- 
ed the obligations of this great duty for which the 
patriarch was so highly honoured? Are you 
equally zealous for the Lord God of Hosts in your 
families and In your households ? In what manner 
are you educating, or permitting others to educate, 
your children t Are you satisfied if their advance- 
ment in that species of learning which the world 
has agreed to denominate good education, be pro*- 
portionable to your expectations, although the one 
great business of life, the very purpose for which 
they have been sent into existence, has been ne- 
glected? Are you contented if your boys have 
learnt a certain number of languages, and your girls 
a certain number of accomplishments, although 
they may scarcely know whether they possess an 
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immortal soul, or in what manner that soul is to be 
prepared for the never-ending futurity ? Do you 
sufficiently bear in mind, that your children are 
lent to you by God, to be trained by you for God : 
I say, hnt to you, for who shall tell how speedily 
these precious loans shall be resumed, how quickly 
they shall be summoned into a world, where all the 
accomplishments for which you now are willing to 
sacrifice every other acquisition, .will be utterly 
useless ; a world whose unnumbered myriads speak 
but one language, and sing but one song, which is 
for ever new, and will be for ever delightful, when 
all that is now thought worthy of acquirement shall 
have passed away and been forgotten ? How often, 
even in Christian parents, do we find the most la- 
mentable inconsistency in these things, the most 
fearful forgetfulness of these great truths ; how 
oflen do we see Christian parents priding them- 
selves the most upon those very qualifications in 
their children, which will one day only lead them 
the deeper into all the temptations and follies of an 
ungodly world : looking with gratification chiefly 
upon their progress in those fashionable accom- 
plishments, which will merely render them the 
readier victims to the great enemies of our souls, 
« the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 



LECTURE IX. 141 

pride of life.'* How few are there who possess 
sufficient faith, and sufficient courage and resolu- 
tioDy really to educate their children for God ! To 
resolve and to act upon that resolution, that every 
species of knowledge, every acquirement should, 
we will not say be disregarded, for we are no ad- 
vocates for that contracted state of mind and habit 
of thought, which a contracted education is too 
apt to induce; but while every species of know- 
ledge, and every useful acquirement should be culti- 
vated, and highly cultivated, still to resolve that all 
should be kept in complete and entire subserviency 
to the knowledge of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
and to the acquirement of Christian motives, and 
Christian principles. To this great work, to this 
blessed end, all your prayers, your efforts, your 
advice, your example, should be perpetually tend- 
ing. From their earliest infancy, — and you may 
begin much earlier than persons in general ima- 
gine, for a child even of three years old is not too 
young to commence with, not too young to worship 
God, and to lisp the name of that Saviour, who 
thought none too young to come to his arms, and 
to receive his blessing, — from their very earliest 
infancy, therefore, your children should be taught 
to know that this is the one leading object of all 
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your instructions to them, of all your desires for 
them. While we urge this upon you, we would 
however acknowledge our convictions that it is not 
so much in early infancy that these things are 
neglected. We believe that few mothers, that no 
Christian mothers, are in the habit of neglecting to 
instruct their children, so far as their own light and 
knowledge in spiritual things enable them. 

The miscfiief usually commences when the child 
is partially separated from the parents. As a very 
eminent writer of the present day has observed, 
"It is one of the evils of our schools, public and 
private, that the habits of devotion which a child 
learns at his mother's knees are broken, and the 
seeds of early piety destroyed."* It is certainly 
too often at our schools, more especially our pub^ 
lie schools,! that evil company and evil counsels, 
combined with an education which is far better 
qualified to form an accomplished heathen, than a 
spiritually- minded Christian, obliterate and uproot 

* Southey's Colloquies, vol. iL p. 94. 

t •• Public Schoola"— The Author is glad to avail himself 
of this opportunity to acknowledge, that there is reason to be^ 
licve that much improvement is taking place witk regard to 
religious instruction, at least in one of the most celebrated of 
^these establishments — an example which he sincerely prays 
may be speedily followed by all others. 
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all that remains of maternal teaching an infantile 
instruction. While at those intervals, when, as at 
the approaching season, the children return to the 
parent's roof, the mother's authority is at an end, 
and instead of every effort being employed, every 
opportunity anxiously seized to ^'strengthen the 
things which remain, azid are ready to die," plea* 
sure and idleness, folly and dissipation, are too 
frequently all that await them ; so that the poor 
child, throughout the 3rears of education, is living 
in a perpetual interchange of the heathen lessons of 
classical lore, and, in too many instances, the 
heathen practices of fashionable society ; and when 
at length ushered into the world, who shall affect 
astonishment, that a child so educated is only in 
name and profession a Christian t 

My brethren, with every desire, and at every 
expense of time and thought, and precept and 
prayer, it is no easy matter to bring up our cbil* 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Our own daily life and conversation must be in 
some degree coaiformed to the rule of God's word, 
before we can even hope to do so. Children soon 
learn to attend to what they see, in preference to 
what they hear : if these do not harmonize, exam- 
ple is followed, and precept is disregarded^ 
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Consider then' seriously, my brethren, if you love 
your children, if you value your own souls, how 
you are standing before Qod in this particular at 
the present moment. In your families, will it be 
impossible, on the great day of account^ to plead a 
parent's example in justification of a child's delin- 
quencies? Do your children never behold you, 
upon frivolous pretences, neglecting the service of 
this house, or the duties of this hallowed day of 
rest ? Have they never learnt from your example 
the first principles of licentiousness, of covetousness, 
of intemperance, or of want of charity? Will 
it be impossible for any child of yours to say, on 
that great day when the secrets of all hearts shall 
be disclosed " The first oath, or the first falsehood 
I ever heard, I heard from the lips of a parent?" 
" The first time I ever used profane language, or 
spoke slightingly of the things or the people of God, 
I was not reproved by my parents." " The first 
time I ever entered those scenes which afterwards 
became my ruin, I entered them with the know- 
ledge, and the sanction, and even in the company of 
my parents I" ' 

We do not say that such things are ; we trust 
that in this congregation they are not ; but if they 
are, at how immeasurable a distance must such 
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parents be from the patriarch before us I The 
Almighty has recorded it, to Abraham's everlasting 
honour, that he would not only advise and counsel 
his children and household in the ways of God, 
and accompany these counsels by his own con- 
sistent and holy life, but that he would command as 
a master, where he failed to influence as a father. 
Parental authority, therefore, that by-gone word, 
must accompany parental prayers, and parental 
precepts, and be enforced, if you would walk in the 
steps, and inherit the blessedness of Abraham. God 
saw that Eli reasoned and expostulated with his 
children, and that in a manner which many at the 
present day would consider as more than suflicient- 
ly serious, and sufficiently severe, but God cut him 
off and his family around him, *' because his sons 
made themselves vile, and he restrained them not." 
God saw that the guilt and usurpation of Adonijah 
lay at the door of David, his too fond and partial 
parent ; for the Spirit of God has recorded this as 
the remarkable reason of all his delinquencies, be- 
cause '* his father had not displeased him at any 
time in saying. Why hast thou done so?" How 
widely different was the case of the holy man be- 
fore us ! The Almighty saw that Abram would be 
guilty of no such weakness ; that he would '< corn- 
IB 
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mand his family and his household after him.'' 
Nothiog short of this, therefore, will be considered 
by God as fulfilling the duties of Christian parents 
and Christian masters. We must ** restrain" our 
children, we must " command" our household in the 
ways of holiness, and in the paths of righteous- 
ness ; or if they perish, we shall not be guiltless of 
their blood, we shall not have delivered our souls. 

Continuing the history before us, we are informed 
that the Lord, addressing himself, as it appears, to 
Abraham, said, " Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 
grievous, I will go down now and see whether they 
have done altogether according to the cry of it 
which is come unto me, and if not I will know." 
We find the Almighty here condescending as He 
has often done, to speak after the fashion of men, 
to render the perfect equity and undoubted right- 
eousness of his judicial proceedings as obvious to 
the eye of reason as they have ever been, and 
must ever be, to the eye of faith. " I will go down 
and see" — I will thoroughly investigate and accu- 
rately know before I punish. Perhaps also to give 
Abraham more boldness in interceding for the 
guilty, when he saw that the sentence had not 
gone forth fully ratified and confirmed. 
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Then commences the most remarkable instance 
of human intercession to be met with in the re- 
vealed word of God, in which the faithfulness of 
Abraham and his near access to a throne of grace, 
the astonishing loving-kindness and forbearance of 
the great Jehovah, are painted in colours which 
the pencil of uninspired mortality dare not imitate. 
"And Abraham drew near and said, Wilt thou 
also destroy the righteous with the wicked ? per- 
adventure there be fifty righteous within the city, 
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for 
the fifty righteous that are therein 1 that be far 
from thee: shall not the judge of all the earth do 
right? And the Lord said. If I find in Sodom 
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all 
the place for their sakes. And Abraham answered 
and said. Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes : 
peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty 
righteous, wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of 
five t And He said, if I find there forty and five, I 
will not destroy it" Thus did Abraham, still pre 
suming to plead with holy, boldness, continue to 
intercede, and thus did the Almighty continue to 
bestow, until the number of. the righteous was re- 
duced to ten, and the Lord mercifully declared, 
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" If ten be found there, I will not destroy it for ten's 
sake." 

Having reduced the number of the righteous to 
this little company, Abraham ceased; so that it 
has been truly said that '' Abraham was tired of 
asking before God was tired of granting." Who 
can affirm, that if Abraham had persevered in thus 
earnestly and faithfully wrestling with God, until 
he had reduced the number even to a solitary 
individual even to "just Lot," the one righteous 
man within the accursed Sodom, who will assert 
that he might not still have " had power with God 
and have prevailed?" We are not straitened in 
God ; when we cease to ask, it is because we are 
straitened in ourselves. " Open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it," is the declaration of God himself. 
Who shall presume to place a limit to faithful, per- 
severing prayer, other than that which our Lord 
himself has recorded, " Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son." 

How important then is the privilege, how urgent 
the duty of intercessory prayer for our country, 
our family, our friends ! Shall Abraham be thus 
fervent, thus anxious in behalf of a guilty city, by 
whose destruction he could by no possibility have 
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been injared; and will you be silent, or cold, or 
indifferent, in behalf of your native land, which 
contains every thing you love and value here 
below t If you have never yet interceded with 
God for the mass of ignorance, and impiety, and 
sin, by which we are surrounded, let me urge you 
to commence in earnest this day; pray for the 
general outpouring of the Spirit of Grod upon the 
thousands and tens of thousands who disgrace the 
Christian name and dishonour this Christian coun- 
try. Pray especially that those misguided men, 
who by their infidel harangues, and widely disse- 
minated atheistical publications, are, we fear, at the 
present time, injuring the principles, and jeopard- 
ing the souls of thousands, may be brought to the 
knowledge of the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom He has sent, before they have called down 
the vengeance of the Almighty upon themselves 
and their misguided followers, and the country 
whose evil lot it is to be the theatre of their guilty 
exertions. 

While remembering that it is your duty thus to 
intercede for all who require your prayers, be still 
more earnest for those who have the closest claims 
upon you. Remember at all times, more particu- 
larly when drawing near in faith and love to the 

13* 
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table of yo4ir Lord, those who are endeared to you 
by the ties of affinity and friendship. Intercede 
especially for your parents, the wife of your bo- 
som, the children of your love. If any of these 
be still unhappily at a distance from God, be ear* 
nest, be unceasing in your petitions that they may 
be " brought nigh by the blood of the cross." 
Abraham's zeal, Abraham's prayer, although for a 
noble^ purpose^ were for a purpose infinitely inferior 
to yours ; his were to save the bodies of sinners 
from a fiery sepulture, yours to pluck their immor- 
tal souls " as brands from the burning." Will you 
be remiss, can you be indifferent in interceding for 
such an object as this ? Can you bear even for a 
moment to dwell upon the thought^ that they whom 
you have loved and caressed on earth, shall, as 
Chillingworth expresses it, instead of shining glo- 
riously as the stars in the firmament of God's love, 
glare hideously as the flames in the dungeons of 
his wrath ? God forbid that you should cease to 
pray for them! The day will come which will 
bring its reward with it, when every faithful prayer 
shall be answered, either by the salvation of those 
for whom you have pleaded, or by the increase of 
peace and joy which it shall bring when it returns 
into your own bosom* 
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While, therefore, you remember with Abraham, 
that you are but " dust and ashes," that in your 
own name, and in your own merits, you cannot 
venture to address yourself to God, remember for 
your consolation and encouragement, that you 
have a High Priest within the veil, who will pre* 
sent your poor petitions at the throne of his Fa- 
ther ; who will do more than this — who will inter- 
cede for you, and for the object of your prayers, 
in a manner that Abraham never interceded ; for 
the intercession of Jesus cannot weary, his peti- 
tions cannot fail. Whether, therefore, you pray 
for others, or for yourself, let the eye of faith be 
fixed on Him, even on that Saviour, who "ever 
liveth to make intercession for you." Who stands 
before the heavenly altar, with the golden censer ; 
and the smoke of whose incense, even his own 
merits, accompanies the prayers of the saints, as-, 
cending up in perpetual intercession before God, 
out of the angel's hand. How comforting, how 
delightful a thought to the true believer! Abra- 
ham's intercession, with all his fervency, and after 
all his efforts, could only avail to save the devoted 
cities of the plain, if ten righteous men could have 
been found in Sodom. Our glorious Intercessor 
has availed to save ten thousand times ten thou- 
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gand of the guilty progeny of Adam, thoogh not 
one righteoas man has been found throughout all 
their generations. Well may we unite with grate- 
ful hearts in that angelic hymn on earth, which 
shall be the burden of our songs in heaven : ** Woiv 
thy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing," now, henceforth, and for 
ever. 
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LECTURE X. 

GENESIS XXI. 10. 

**Sbe said unto Abraham, Cast out this bond-woman and 
her son ; for the son of this bond-woman shall not be heir 
with my son, even with Isaac." 

''The gifts and callings of God are without 
repentance," says the inspired word of the Most 
High. If it were otherwise, assuredly Abraham 
would never, after all his trials and all his diffi- 
culties, have been the progenitor of the promised 
seed. He had before sinned by equivocating with 
Pharaoh; he now sinned by equivocating with 
Abimelech ; declaring again that Sarah was his 
sister, leaving it to i>e inferred that she was not his 
wife : and thus, from a base and cowardly distrust 
of the divine guardianship and the divine protection, 
exposing her to the very danger from which, by a 
sinful evasion, he was endeavouring to shield her. 
Happy was it for Abraham, happy is it for our- 
selves, " that the Lord is our keeper !" There is 
not a blessing which we enjoy, either in possession 
or in prospect, from the most comnY>n endowment 
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of divine Providence to the richest, and most 
glorious, and roost distinguished mercy of divine 
grace, which we could hope to retain now, or to 
inherit hereafter, if wholly dependent upon our own 
carefulness or watchfulness or caution. I say, if 
" wholly dependent,** because he who presumes to 
look to the Lord to keep him, without setting him^^ 
self earnestly to strive, and watch, and pray, will 
as assuredly be disappointed, as the husbandman 
who should look to the Almighty in the day of 
harvest, after neglecting to work, and standing all 
the day idle in the season of seed-time. 

Guarding the subject thus, as the word of Grod 
has thought it necessary and sufficient to guard it, 
I would repeat, thanks be to God, that his ** gifts 
and callings are without repentance.'' Even the 
spiritual life of the soul, the richest gift in the 
treasury of heaven, would quickly perish from our 
grasp beneath the united efforts of the world, the 
flesh and the devil, were it not for the faithfulness 
of Him who has ^ promised, who also will do it/' 
Were it not that ** our life is hid with Christ in 
God,** so hidden that the craft of our spiritual 
enemies cannot search it out, that the darts of the 
wicked one cannot reach it, our enjoyment of this 
inestimable treasure would indeed be transitory 
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and precarious. Adam himself, in the midst of all 
his innocency ai^d all his happiness, cquld not 
retain the precious boon, though he had but one 
tempter and one temptation. You have ten thou- 
sand tempters and ten thousand temptations, with a 
deceitful and desperately wicked heart within your 
bosom ready to listen to and to love, and to be 
beguiled by them all. How then could you hope 
to stand where he has fallen ? You could not pos- 
sess the remotest prospect of success, were it not 
from the unchangeableness of the Lord, who, if you 
are indeed among his followers, has made you 
what you are : and if you earnestly and faithfully 
seek Him, will keep you what you are, till time 
shall be no more, and sin, and temptation and 
sorrow, shall have fled away for ever. Yes, my 
brethren, as it was with Abraham, so is it frequently 
with ourselves: while we by our carelessness, or 
guiltiness, or cowardice, are apparently frustrating 
the grace of God and rendering the promises of 
God of none effect, " the foundation of the Lord 
standeth sure, having this seal. The Lord knoweth 
them that are his ;" and he is mercifully preparing 
a scourge for us, of our own procuring, to drive us 
back again "into the fold from which we have so 
sinfully and guiltily wandered. 
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It was thus that when even Abraham, ''the friend 
of God/' so far forgot his high calling as to pre- 
varicate and falsify, the Almighty subjected him to 
be reproved by one far less distinguished than 
himself in the knowledge of the Most High, and to 
be publicly disgraced by Abimelech, before his 
assembled servants, with a reproof which he was 
unable to answer : ** Thou hast done deeds unto 
me that ought not to be done." The Almighty, 
however, did not on this account deprive him of 
the promised blessing: Abraham was reproved, 
and Abraham repented, and received a pardon 
which he could not have deserved, for a sin which 
he could not have extenuated. 

Such is the humbling history of the Christian's 
life ; love, mercy, and pardon, on the part of God ; 
sin, coldness, and forgetfulness, followed by a deep 
and heartfelt sorrow, contrition, and amendment, 
on the part of his people. O that while God, for 
his dear Son's sake, thus bears with us, my 
brethren; while all his promises in Christ Jesus 
stand firmer than the foundations of the earth on 
which we live; we maybe daily becoming more 
sensible of his love, more grateful for his forbear- 
ance, more consistently obedient to his will, more 
anxious for his salvation 1 
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A twelvemonth had, in all probability, scarcely 
elapsed, after the visit of the Lord to Abraham, 
which was recorded in our last discourse, before 
the long-expected blessing was vouchsafed. " For 
Sarah conceived and bare Abraham a son in his 
old age, at the set time of which God had spoken 
to him." Very profitable is it to observe how 
much the inspired writers love to trace every parti- 
cular of every blessing to the hands of Him who 
sends it ; in two short verses, " the Lord visited 
Sarah as he had said, the Lord did unto Sarah as 
he had spoken," " at the set time of which God had 
spoken." The gift itself, the time and manner of 
it, are all referred to the merciful Jehovah. How 
it sweetens even the daily and common mercies of 
the Christian, to be thus habitually referred to God ! 
From the births of your children, and the great 
and prominent mercies and advantages, and anni- 
versaries of your lives, down to the humblest meal, 
the bread and water of the poorest among you, if 
you are living to God, you will deduce subjects of 
praise and thanksgiving, and grateful mcnriorial. 
The Almighty has thought nothing which can affect 
the happiness and comfort of his children, too tri- 
fling to be inserted in the everlasting covenant, for 
^* it has the promise of the life which now is, as 

14 
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well as that which is to come.** Surely, therefore, 
you should think nothing too small, nothing too 
trifling, in which to recognise his hand, and for 
which to ofTer him your thanksgivings. 

In due time, then, as we have seen, Isaac the 
promised son was born : ** And the child grew and 
was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast the 
same day that Isaac was weaned ;" not on the day 
that he was circumcised. That was a religious 
ordinance, in which other duties, far more impor- 
tant than entertaining his family were to be ob- 
served. It remained for our days, and for the purer 
dispensation under which we live, to witness a time 
of religious duty, one of the highest services and 
holiest sacraments of our Church, even the baptisms 
of our children, converted into an occasion of 
banqueting and feasting. Such a season is most ap- 
propriate for collecting our families around us in 
social and innocent assembly, and those who take 
part in that holy ordinance and will aid us with 
their prayers : but most inappropriate to be made 
a day of feasting, and revelry, and song. The 
admirable service of our church for that holy 
sacrament teaches us to pray that " the child may 
lead the rest of his life according to this beginning ;" 
a prayer which has often come with melancholy 
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forebodings to my heart, when I have seen the 
assemblage of fashionable friends and the prepara- 
tion for the evening party to celebrate the christen- 
ing of some loved child ; a prayer sometimes, alas I 
we fear, too accurately and too painfully fulfilled ; 
' for how often has our church been called to bear 
witness to the melancholy fact, that a Christian 
course thus begun in all the frivolity of worldliness 
and dissipation, has continued during " the rest of 
the life," a most true and faithful counterpart of 
the manner in which it has commenced, and has 
closed with a sad accomplishment of the parent's 
thoughtless petition, a youth of folly, an old age of 
sin, and an end '^ agcording to this BEGnrNma," 

It was on this day of feasting that another re- 
markable event in Abraham's domestic history 
took place. There was in Abraham's house, as 
we have had reason to observe in a former part of 
the history, not only Sarah and her child, but 
Abraham's secondary wife, Hagar, and her son 
Ishmael, who, if Isaac was three years old when 
he was weaned, which is the date affixed by the 
learned, was now in his seventeenth year. He had 
probably been led to expect, as the only child of 
his father Abraham, that he should inherit at least 
a very large portion of the abundance by which 
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he was surrounded. The birth of Isaac, therefore, 
must have given a death-blow to these expectations : 
here was at once a legitimate heir to all the wealth 
of Abraham, a son not of the bond-woman but of 
the free-woman. Ishmael, therefore, could hope 
but for a scanty portion either of the consideration 
or the wealth, to which the heir of so powerful a 
prince as Abraham might fairly be entitled. 

The effect of this disappointment was not slow 
in manifesting itself. On the very day that Isaac 
was weaned, '^ Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the 
Egyptian, which she had borne unto Abraham, 
mocking," claiming the birthright and the inheri- 
tance, as appears from Sarah's speech to Abraham, 
and perhaps mocking at the promise of God with 
respect to Isaac, and despising him as the younger 
son. 

Sarah, unable to bear a sight so deeply painful to 
the feelings of a parent, and acting moreover, 
under the directions of the Most High, said unto 
Abraham, ** Cast out this bond-woman and her son, 
for the son of this bond-woman shall not be heir 
with my son, even with Isaac. And ihe thing was 
very grievous in Abraham's sight, because of his 
son." Notwithstanding, being assured by God that 
this was all in the due course of his providential 
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arrangements, he hearkened unto the voice of 
Sarah, and sent forth into *' th6 waste howling 
wilderness" the unhappy mother and her wayward 
son. 

My younger brethren, let me urge you to mark 
well this incident in Ishmael's childhood. Ishmael 
was but a boy, yet his actions were observed, and 
recorded, and punished by the great Jehovah. Do 
not therefore shelter yourselves under the too 
frequent excuse that " boys must be boys ;" that 
there is one rule of conduct for the hey-day of 
youth, and another for the maturity of manhood. 
From the moment that you know the guilt of an 
untrue or an unchaste expression, the iniquity of an 
oath, the impiety of profaning the name, or of mock- 
tog at the things or the people of God, from that 
moment, be it at what age it may, you are as 
answerable before God, and you will be as ac- 
countable before the bar of his justice, as ''the 
sinner of an hundred years old." Let me urge 
you, then, to greater carefulness against those 
terhptations so peculiar to your age and sex ; say 
not with him of old, ** Our lips are our own, who 
is Lord over us ?" but pray that God himself may 
'* set a watch before your mouth and keep the door 

of your lips ;" and as out of the abundance of the 
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heart the mouth speaketh, that He may renew and 
purify and " cleanse your hearts by the inspiration 
of his Holy Spirit" 

It is well worthy of observation, how completely 
the little incident before us exemplifies, so far as in 
this finite state of existence and imperfect state of 
moral and spiritual apprehension it is possible to 
exemplify, the mysterious dealings of God with 
man in regard to the undiscovered future, h 
might not unnaturally be said, that if the Almighty 
had selected the child of promise, even Isaac, for 
Abraham's heir, as it is revealed that He had, He 
could not do otherwise than reject Ishmael from 
the expected inheritance : that the one must be 
the following consequence of the other. This is 
the manner, passing from things temporal to things 
spiritual, in which men invariably reason upon 
the mysteries of God^ dra\^ing those deductions 
which, to the finite sense and limited scan of 
mortals, are apparently undeniable, and then pre- 
suming to question the justice or the mercy of the 
Omnipotent. Now let us examine the history before 
us, and see whether the facts will bear us out in 
the reasoning. Was Ishmael thus banished by any 
decree of God, irrespectively of his own conduct T 
Most assuredly not; Ishmael had remained in 
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Abraham's house, and might have continued to re* 
main there, for any influence that God's decree or 
promise, with regard to Isaac, would have possess* 
ed over his future fortunes. It was simply because 
Ishmael mocked at Isaac ; because ^* he that was 
born after the flesh persecuted him that was born 
after the Spirit ;" because he did not conduct him- 
self as a true child of Abraham ; that Ishmael was 
driven from the comforts and solaces of home, a 
wanderer and an outcast. Could Ishmael com- 
plain that any other reason whatever was the 
cause of his banishment T Could he urge any de- 
cree of the Almighty as the motive for the exile 
from his father's house ? It was impossible. When 
he looked back from the burning sands of the de- 
sert to the pleasant shade of his paternal tents, he 
could charge his present misery to no one but him- 
self and his own unworthy conduct. He would 
be compelled to say, <* It is just, strictly, undeniably 
just, that I should forfeit that which 1 did not value, 
that I should no longer dwell with him whom I 
mocked and persecuted, that I should for ever lose 
an inheritance of which I had rendered myself so 
utterly unworthy." 

Thus it will be at the last day, my brethren, 
with every impenitent sinner. No single being of 
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all that sad and hopeless multitude who shall pass 
through the dreary gale into the regions of eternal 
sorrow — ^for " Wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, and many there be which go in thereat" — 
will be able to attribute his misery and his condem- . 
nation to any other causes than his own iniquity 
and sin. While that '<God is lovb" will echo 
throughout eternity in the many mansions of our 
Father's kingdom, that ^God is just" will echo 
throughout the same eternity in the dungeons of 
condemnation. Every soul who enters there^ will 
be compelled to admit, I am here from my own stub- 
bomness, my own obduracy, my own sin. The 
promises of God were set before me as often as be- 
fore others ; the way of everlasting life was pointed 
out to me, as often as to others; I was urged, 
intreated, reasoned with, solicited as affectionately 
and as frequently as others; often, bow often 
would the Saviour of the world have gathered 
roe, as a hen gathers her chickens under her 
wings, and I would not? I have ^* denied the Holy 
One and the Just;" I have ** trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and have counted the blood of the 
covenant an unholy thing, and have done despite 
to the Spirit of grace," therefore am I here, and 
therefore must I remain here, consigned to the 
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blackness of darkness for ever. How will every 
pang be strengthened, every arrow of God's wrath 
be sharpened, by convictions such as these 1 It 
would be some alleviation to the suffering spirit to 
be enabled to complain, I am here from the cruel 
decree of a cruel Maker, which I have striven, 
and prayed, and struggled to avoid : I was from all 
eternity condemned to this embittered lot, this im- 
prisonment in everlasting burnings. But even this 
solace, if solace it might be, will be denied the 
sinner; his own soul, and his own judgment, and 
his own voice, must for ever echo back the eternal 
truth, — my sins, my obstinacy, my impenitence, and 
these alone, have placed me where I am ! 

My brethren, would you escape so fearful, so 
horrible a fate 1 Then for ever bear in mind that 
the word of God has declared, " All are not Israel 
who are of Israel, neither because they are of the 
seed of Abraham are they all children." Trust to 
no external relationship to God, but earnestly seek 
to ascertain whether you have been really madb, by 
the power of divine grace, the children of the pro- 
mise, even " the promise of life which is in Christ 
Jesus," and whether you can in all humility, yet 
with all holy confidence truly say, " The life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
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of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 
This is the real touchstone of a religious profession, 
this is the blessed appropriation of the promises, 
which ensures that you shall " neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," nor ashamed nor uncertain in that day 
when He " shall make up his jewels." Rest, there- 
fore, in nothing short of this ; it is at the present 
moment freely offered to you, for whosoever will 
may now partake of like precious faith with Abra- 
ham, may now be Abraham's child, and Abraham's 
heir ; but the day is fast approaching to each of us, 
when these offers must cease; when the fountain 
opened on Calvary shall be sealed up ; when the 
voice of the crier, " Ho ! every one that thirsteth !" 
shall be quenched in silence ; when the children of 
the promise shall enter their Father's house, and 
gather round their Father's board, and delight 
themselves in their Father's society, and when the 
mocking Ishmaels, and the worldly minded Esaus, 
shall be shut out for ever. 
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LECTURE XI. 

OGNESIS XXII.8. 

** And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a 
lamb for a bumt-ofifering," 

We enter this morning upon the subject of Abra- 
han)'s greatest and severest trial, the offering of his 
son, his long-promised and only son Isaac, at the 
command of his God. May every portion of this 
aflfecting and improving narrative be carried to 
our hearts, that, Hke him of whom we are about 
to speak, we may be taught by the Spirit of God, 
both to think nothing too dear, nothing too valuable, 
to be freely resigned at the desire of our heavenly 
Father; and to believe that no circumstances can 
be too dark, none too difficult, for us to be guided 
by the spirit, or delivered by the providence of the 
Lord Jehovah. 

" It came to pass," says the inspired writer, 
** after these things, that God did tempt Abraham." 
After these things ? After so many years of faith- 
ful following, and such close and intimate walking 
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with GodT Yes, the trials of the child of God 
end only with his life. Upon first entering the 
heavenward course, we are apt to imagine, a little 
more experience, a little more grace, and I shall be 
out of reach of these sins which now so easily 
beset me. Alas! as we move forward we find 
that although our trials and our temptations be 
changed, they are not destroyed; new enemies 
spring up around us, there are fresh struggles to be 
engaged in, fresh battles to be fought, fresh victo- 
ries to be won. " Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon earth/' your lusts, your passions, 
your desires, your tempers : make this your daily, 
hourly occupation, the occupation from which you 
will find, and must desire to find, no respite here 
below ; for if you " be not engaged in killing sin, 
sin will assuredly be engaged in killing you." You 
may indeed be dead with Christ, you may indeed 
have risen with Him, yet " after these things" you 
will be just as continually exposed to the power of 
temptation as you were before. Sin will still be 
endeavouring to bring you under bondage to the 
power of the fiesh ; and though its efforts may be 
less conspicuous, and its temptations less gross, as 
the stillest waters are generally the deepest waters, 
it will be as dangerous and delusive as ever; and 
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you must be as prayerful, as watchful, as conti- 
nually upon your guard, as vigorous in your de- 
fence, after you have attained to the highest degree 
of spiritual knowledge and spiritual love, as you 
were at the first trembling steps which led you to 
the foot of the cross. It is true, you may now and 
then discover a green spot, and a shady resting- 
place in this wilderness state, but you will have 
scarcely begun to feel yourselves at home there, to 
** enlarge the place of your tent, to lengthen your 
cords, and strengthen your stakes," when the com- 
mand will come to strike your tents and move for- 
ward, to meet new difficulties and trials, until the 
desert be passed through, and the celestial city 
gained ; enemies and temptations and sorrows as- 
sailing you every mile of the weary journey. If 
this appear to be a depressing picture of the Chris- 
tian's course, we can not only say, that we believe 
it to be a true one, but that though true, we do not 
think it is a depressing picture ; because the Chris- 
tian's confidence does not, and must not flow from 
any assurance of the absence of temptation, but 
from the perfect reliance which he has in that Sa- 
viour who has promised to enable him to over- 
come : who has said, " In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome 

15 
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the world/' He who overcame it in his own per- 
son, is daily engaged in overcoming it in the per- 
son of every one, even of the weakest and the 
frailest of his believing and obeying people: and 
not one of you whom I now address, if you are be* 
lieving with a child-like dependence, that ^' He is 
faithful who has promised," and are following oh to 
know the Lord, shall ultimately fall short of his 
great salvation. 

*' After these things God did tempt Abraham." 
To the youthful inquirer here is an apparent diffi- 
culty at the very threshold, and he naturally and 
fearfully asks, " If God become my tempter, how 
can I escape 7" St. James, however, has plainly 
declared that this alarm is groundless: "Let no 
man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth He any man ;" " but every man is tempt- 
ed when he is drawn away of his own lusts and 
enticed." Now this cannot be said of Abraham 
in the example we are about to consider ; therefore 
it is clear that in this acceptation of the word he 
was not tempted ; all then that is intended by the 
expression may be seen from the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews, where we read, " By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac;" he was 
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therefore tried by the Almighty, not to satisfy him 
^* to whom all hearts are open, and from whom no 
secrets are hid," but to demonstrate to the church 
of God, throughout all ages, the strength of Abra- 
ham's faith, and the reality of his devotedness to 
the Most High ; to leave a lesson upon record which 
should be valuable to every future generation of be- 
lievers, and which, by God's grace, will not be with- 
out its efficacy, even at the present hour, to you or 
to m^yself. 

That we may be prepared duly to estimate this 
most severe and urgent trial, we must remember 
Abraham's peculiar circumstances. He had been 
promised, and that at a time when both himself 
and his wife were childless, and in extreme old age, 
that he should become the father of a nation count- 
less as the sands, and as the stars of heaven for 
multitude; and what was a still higher blessing, 
and a far nobler object to rest the fulness of his 
joy upon, that the promised seed of the woman 
which was to bruise the serpent's head, should 
spring from his loins, that in him all nations should 
be blessed. When the fulfilment of this prophecy 
had become impossible to mortal apprehension, 
Isaac, the promised son, was born, and all the 
doubts of Abraham were destroyed, and all his ex- 
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pectations realized. This then was the situation of 
the patriarch at the tinie of which we speak ; 
a state of happiness deriving its strongest feelings 
of delight and joy from the one single possession, 
and the astonishing anticipations involved in it, 
which it appeared to be the object of the present 
command of the Most High to frustrate and to dis- 
sipate fur ever. " Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt-of- 
fering upon one of the mountains which I will tell 
thee of." Nothing that could agonize the heart of 
him to whom it came was omitted in that dreadful 
sentence ; " thy son," " thine only son :" ♦* Isaac,*' 
that very name of happiness and joy is recalled to 
the bleeding heart of the father — ♦* Isaac, whom 
thou lovest," even him must thou sacrifice; him 
whom the expecting patriarch had been taught by 
God himself to view as the first link of that mighty 
chain which was to terminate in blessings innumer- 
able and incalculable for the whole human race. 
How plausibly might he who had pleaded so pow- 
erfully with God in behalf of the righteous in So- 
dom, " Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the 
wicked ? — that be far from thee," have now argued 
in behalf of his guiltless child, *' Wilt thou shed the 
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innocent blood 1 — that be still farther from thee." 
But it was the direct word of the Almighty which 
required it, and this was sufficient to overrule 
every objection, and to silence every complaint. 

My brethren, would you desire to form some 
little estimate of the reality and the strength of 
your own dependence upon God? — Then place 
yourself for a moment in a similar situation to that 
of the. patriarch. Think for an instant of that 
person, of that object which you love the dearest, 
or regard the most devotedly upon earth ; now let 
the breath of the destroying angel pass upon it, and 
behold it, like Jonah's gourd, lie withering at your 
feet — its beauty gone, its loveliness departed, every 
thing that engaged your thoughts and influenced 
your affections, for ever passed away, and the 
earth speedily about to close over all that earth 
holds dear to you. Could you receive such a visit- 
ation as this, I do not say without a tear, but with- 
out a murmur, from the hands of your heavenly 
Father ? Could you say with the Shunamite of 
old, in answer to the prophet's message, " Is it well 
with thy child ?' that child which had just expired 
in her arms, could you reply with her, " It is 
well ?" Could you say with holy Job, " The Lord 
giveth and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be 
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the name of the Lord?" This is a portion of 
faith's most difficult work, to be "patient in tribula^ 
tion," resigned, gratefully resigned to the will of 
God ; and yet it has been achieved by thousands, 
must be achieved by you, ere " patience shall have 
had her perfect work," and your will have been 
brought into some blessed degree of conformity to 
the divine will. The most valuable of God's gifts, 
as well as the dearest of your own delights and 
gratifications, must all be held as Isaac in his 
father's arms, ready to be laid, and at a single 
bidding to be sacrificed, upon the altar of your 
God. 

Continuing the history, we read : — " Abraham 
rose up early in the morning and saddled his ass, 
and took two of his young men with him, and 
Isaac his son, and clave the wood for a burnt-offer- 
ing, and rose up and went to the place of which 
God had told him." How valuable an instance of 
the immediate actings of a true and lively faith ! 
The command was sent during the night, and it 
was obeyed early " in the morning." There was 
no doubtful question of its reality or its obligation ; 
there was no guilty " communing with flesh and 
blood:" even Sarah was most probably not in- 
formed of it, lest her affections should be too strQng 
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for the patriarch's faith. Observe the importance 
of this example, my brethren, in innumerable in- 
stances in your own Christian course. Do you, for 
instance, find one line of conduct clearly reproba- 
ted, and another as clearly recommended by the 
inspired word of our God ? then resolve at once by 
his grace to forsake that which He condemns, and 
to follow that which He commands. Do not adopt 
that too common worldly policy of carrying your 
scruples to those who, you have reason to believe, 
will counsel you to disregard them ; this is dealing 
dishonestly with God, with the convictions which 
his Spirit has implanted, and with your own soufe. 
Be bold in your obedience. Be prompt in following 
the suggestions of an enlightened conscience, for 
they are emanations from the Spirit of God, and if 
you delay, the consequence generally is, that the 
Spirit is quenched and the heart is hardened ; and 
who shall promise you that these blessed, these 
invaluable strivings with you shall ever return ? In 
this, as in every other portion of your Christian 
life, " whatever your hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might.'* For, alas! in how many instances 
has the delay of a single day in acting faith upon 
the promises, or obeying the commandment of God 
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or accepting the offers of a Saviour, involved the 
loss of a boundless eternitv ! 

Although Abraham was thus called upon to 
resolve instantly, the severity of the trial was un- 
speakably increased by the three days' journey 
between its commencement and its fulfilment. It 
was on the third day of this long and painful travel, 
and when approaching nearly to its conclusion, 
that Isaac asked the affecting question which pro- 
duced the answer of the text ; for we read that 
while he was accompanying Abraham and carry- 
ing the wood for the altar, he said, " Behold the 
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt-offering?" How keenly must this inquiry 
have put the faith of Abraham to the test? "If," as 
Bishop Hall beautifully remarks,* " if Abraham's 
heart could have known how to relent, that ques- 
tion of his dear, innocent, and religious son had 
melted it into compassion. * My father, behold the 
fire and the wood, but where is the sacrifice ?' I 
know not whether that word, ' my father,' did not 
strike Abraham as deep as the knife of Abraham 
could strike his son : yet doth he not so much as 
think, still he persists and conceals, and, where he 

* Bishop Hall's Works, p. 14, fol. 
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meant not, prophesies, * My son, God will provide a 
lamb for the burnt-offering.'" 

In proceeding with the narrative, we read in the 
9th verse, " And they came to the place which 
God had told him of, and Abraham built an altar 
there and laid the wood in order ; and bound Isaac 
his son and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
And Abraham stretched forth his hand and took 
the knife to slay his son." Here was the comple- 
tion of Abraham's obedience and of his faith; 
any thing short of this, and all would have been 
unavailing ; this last, this agonizing moment, when 
the knife was taken and the hand outstretched to 
strike, consummated the trial and bequeathed the 
faith of Abraham to the church of God as the least 
imperfect model which mere mortality has ever 
offered it. Then, and not till then, did the Al- 
mighty interfere: then did Abraham hear those 
blessed words, " Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou any thing unto him, for now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing that thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. And 
Abraham iifted up his eyes and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns : 
and Abraham «went and took the ram, and offered 
him up in the stead of his son." 
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Thus, my brethren, it was demonstrated that the 
faith and trust of Abraham were not ill-founded; 
he trusted in God that he would provide, and God 
did provide at the very moment when human aid, 
and human forethought, and human power, were ut- 
terly incompetent and unavailable. Rightly, there- 
fore, did he name that place " Jehovah Jireh :" 
" The Lord will provide," or, " In the mount the 
Lord shall be seen." In the hour of our extremest 
difficulty the Lord shall appear for me. How as- 
tonishing are the ways of God, and his works past 
finding out ! Never does the Lord make bare his 
arm with such merciful and wonderful effect as 
when the arm of flesh faileth. Thus has it ever 
been; with Joseph, and with Gideon, and with 
Noah, and with Daniel, and with Job, and with all 
the believers and saints of old^ and thus it is even 
now, according to that most true proverb, " Man's 
extremity is God's opportunity." This is not a 
matter of mere faith; it is to many of you a matter 
of positive and frequent experience. In the day of 
sorrow have you not been comforted and supported 
by the power and presence of God, when no mor- 
tal comforter could alleviate your distresses 1 On 
the bed of sickness, when every hope has vanished, 
when friends and relatives have begun to speak of 
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you rather as those who have been, than those who 
are ; when the efforts of science were at an end» 
and her most skilful followers had no counsel to 
offer, then has the thought that ** God will provide," 
brought peace and consolation to your hearts; 
then has the good Physician manifested his power 
and love, and more fulfilled your most anxious ex- 
pectation, aqd shown that ** what is impossible with 
man is possible with God." And as in temporal, 
so in spiritual difficulties, the Lord has indeed pro* 
vided abundantly above all that you are able to ask 
or think. Have you never felt so oppressed with 
the burden of sin that you knew not where to 
look, or whither to fly for refuge — life has become 
irksome and the thoughts of eternity terrible? Here 
again the Lord has provided, and by leading you to 
the knowledge of a merciful and tender Redeemer, 
he has restored a peace to your bosom of which 
neither Satan nor the world shall ever permanently 
deprive you. 

What then ought to be the effect of these re- 
peated interferences of divine mercy in your be- 
half? Surely to teach you never to doubt, never to 
despair, never ta despond. If you are visited with 
the severest trials, to feel assured that they are as 
much the fruits of your heavenly Father's love, as 
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his more obvious blessings. If you are called to 
give up your dearest possession, the wife of your 
bosom, the children of your love, to be content, 
even amidst nature's keenest sufferings, to kiss the 
rod, and Him who appointed it If you are called 
away from them instead of they from you, while 
you behold those around your bed who will soon 
be unprotected and helpless orphans, still even in 
this darkest hour of nature's wo, to remember 
with confidence, " God will provide," and to trust 
implicitly to Him who said, "Leave thy fatherless 
children, I will preserve them alive : and let the 
widows trust in me." 

So far, then, from these being the moments to 
doubt the love or tenderness of your heavenly 
Father, these are the times when they shine with 
the most resplendent lustre. But why is it that 
God loves thus to appear in your most urgent need, 
and at your most pressing extremity 1 It is that 
you who are really his children may learn not to 
limit your view of his infinite power and mercy to 
what the eye of reason can discern in present ap- 
pearances, or even to what the eye of faith can dis^ 
tinguish in God's recorded promises. He is anxious 
that you should trust Him far, far beyond all that 
can be brought within the scope of the most ex- 
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tended vision ; that you may know that you pos- 
sess a resource more abundant, a fountain of good 
whose waters stand more deep and flow more 
widely than either reason, or even faith itself can 
fathom^ in the all-sufficiency of God. When 
every particular attribute of God fails you, when 
you are driven to such utter extremity that the 
panting soul cannot venture to believe that the 
love of God, or the forbearance of God, or the 
faithfulness of God is sufficient to reach his case; 
then does the all-sufficiency of God, in whom you 
trust, stand out in letters of light, which even the 
closing eye can read, and the fainting heart can 
dwell upon ; then can you still hope still struggle 
on, still feel assured that He who has been able 
and willing to provide for you in time, is as able 
and as willing to provide for you in eternity. 

My Christian brethren, strive to appreciate this 
blessed view of the all-sufficiency of Jlim in whom 
you have believed. Delightful as it is in our emer- 
gencies to apply the express promises of God, and 
they are " exceeding great and precious," to our 
souls, there is something more delightful in this 
which embraces all promises. Many have known 
the time — you whom I address may know it — 
when the languid frame and the baffled spirit are 
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incapable of recalling a single definite decIaratkNa, 
a single promise, with sufficient distinctness of ap- 
prehension, to rest the troubled soul upon. Oh I 
at such an hour how blessed is the thought that 
you have to deal with an ALL-smncisirT Comforter, 
— an ALL-SUFFICIENT Saviour, — an all-sufficiewt 
God ! In the application of a particular promise 
of God you may be mistaken ; in this simple de- 
pendence upon his all-sufficiency you never can. 
:Therefore, in your extremest difficulties, and trou- 
bles, and trials, cast yourself in the full assurance 
of faith upon this infinite ocean, and you are safe. 
To adopt the beautiful language of an old divine, 
** If we could in all our trials lav ourselves down 
in the arms of the Almighty, his all-sufficiency in 
power and goodness, how much of the haven 
should we hav6 in our voyage, how much of home 
in our pilgrim^age, how much of heaven in this 
wretched earth I Friends throw away your staves, 
break the arm of flesh, lie down here quietly in 
every dispensation, and you shall see the salvation 
of God." 
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LECTURE XIL 

GENESIS XXV. & 

** Then AbrafaaZB gave up the ghost and died in a good old 
«ge, an old man and full of years; and was gathered to 
his people." 

Ws this mormng arrive at the conclusion of the 
history in which we have now for some time past 
been engaged, and desire to oSer our sincere 
and hearty thanksgivings 4o Almighty God for 
such a measure of divine assistance as He has been 
mercifully pleased to supply* The closing years 
of life are usually not unaccompanied by warnings 
or by trials. The companions of our youth, the 
friends of our maturer age, the near connexions 
who have gladdened life, and the beloved relatives 
who have endeared it, fall ground us, and they 
who live to approach the scriptural limit of the 
days of the years of man, often find themselves, 
even among the thickest throngs of earth, solitary 
and deserted, their contemporaries removed, while 
they themselves remain 93 the "shaking of the 
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olive-tree or the gleanings of grapes when the vin- 
tage is done/' 

The patriarch who forms the subject of our 
history, was not exenipted from these trials which 
mingle in the common lot of all mortality. At the 
opening of the 23d chapter, we read of the death 
of his beloved wife Sarah, with whom he had en- 
joyed a remarkable degree of peace and happiness, 
during a longer period than that of which a whole 
life, at the present day, usually consists. Yet, long 
as this delightful relationship had been permitted to 
continue, it was now drawn to a close and Sarah 
was removed to that blessed world, " where they 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage." There 
is something in the breaking of this tie more affect- 
ing perhaps to the human heart than in the disrupt 
tion of any other which unites us to our fellow- 
pilgrims in our passage through this world of sor- 
row ; perhaps because the tie itself, when existing 
between the children of God, is the sweetest and 
most valuable, as well as the most ancient which 
God has appointed in the world ; having been, as 
our church truly declares, " instituted of Grod in 
the time of man's innocency," before he had been 
ruined by transgression, and debased by sin ; " signi- 
fying unto us the miystical union between Christ 
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and bis church/' a peculiarly beautiful feature in 
the marriage tie, and which gives it a remarkable 
precedency over all others. 

Abraham had by the good providence of God, 
enjoyed this state under its most auspicious aspect, 
and deeply indeed does he appear to have felt its 
termination; for we are told, and it is the only 
instance in which the mourning for a wife, is re- 
corded in the history of the patriarchs, that he 
came .** to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her." 
Sarah is always spoken of in Scripture, as the 
pattern of conjugal fidelity and love; her example 
is held forth by the apostle as the highest model for 
Christian women, and the title of her ** daughters,*' 
as their most honourable distinction. The very fact, 
that so few of the incidents of her history are re- 
corded, speaks strongly in her favour, for there is 
little in the even tenor of female life, when that 
life is passed in the unobtrusive and noiseless path 
of devotednessto Grod, and in the peaceful round of 
domestic duties, which can, or ought to form the 
subject of the chronicler. The very privacy of 
the Christian graces, manifested in such a walk and 
conversation, endears them the more to the few 
who have the opportunity of intimately knowing 
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their value, and daily and hourly appreciating their 
loveliness and v^orth. 

To you, my brethren, vrho are at present living 
in the enjoyment of that great blessing, for the de- 
privation of which Abraham was now called to 
" mourn and to weep," viz. a truly godly union, 
allow me to offer a few words of exhortation. 
Although you may live together long, and happily, 
and uninterruptedly, the time must arrive when 
you shall part : the day must come when you 
shall separate, though it be for a time, from all 
whom you have loved and cherished here below : 
let me then urge you so to live in the exercise of 
all the daily and hourly duties of that important 
and valuable relationship, as you will, upon that 
parting day, desire that you had lived. When the 
companion of years of trial, or of years of happi- 
ness is taken from you, every action and every 
incident of your married life will pass before you ; 
trifles forgotten now, will be well remembered then ; 
every unkind word, or ungenerous thought, or hasty 
and irritable expression, will return upon yoiur 
mind, and you will '< write bitter things" against 
yourself for every deed which partook, however 
transiently» of unkindly feeling, or however slightly, 
of ws^nt of affectionate tenderness and love. Ther^ 
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will be pangs sufficiently deep, and piercing, and 
heart-rending at that hour, without these evil addi- 
tions. Be warned, therefore now, while warnings 
may be useful, to live as they should live who are 
partakers of the same hope, of ** the mind which 
was in Christ Jesus," of '' the communion of the 
Holy Ghost." 

Endeavour to enjoy as much of spiritual inter- 
course together — the Lord's house, the Lord's word, 
the Lord's supper, private reading and prayer — as 
your time and opportunity will permit. Nothing 
will through divine grace, tend so much to hallow 
the flame of wedded love^ as to rekindle it daily at 
the altar of your God. Let " the love of Christ 
constrain you," not merely in the important affairs 
of life, but in all its thousand lesser communings, 
that your daily intercourse may be pure, peaceable, 
gentle ; that however the storm may rage abroad, 
there may be a holy calm at home, which like the 
still water in some secure and sheltered anchorage, 
remains the very picture of repose, while all beyond 
is hurricane and storm. Remember that the time 
is hastening on, when it will be too late to recall 
what is past, or to compensate for former neglects 
by future attention ; the time when, however holily 
and happily you may have lived together, however 
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sure and certain your matured hope may be of a 
remnion on the morning of the resurrection, you 
will be called, like Abraham, to ^ mourn and weep" 
for the departed here below ; — again, then, I say, 
be not preparing poison for the barbed arrows of 
that hour of darkness. Live as those who are to 
part, that so you may part as those who are to live 
together throughout eternity. 

The inspired historian having recorded Abra- 
ham's grief for Sarah, continues, ^^ And Abraham 
stood up from before his dead," having probably 
been prostrated from the extremity of his anguish, 
** and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, I am a 
stranger and a sojourner with you; give me a pos- 
session of a burying-place with you, that I may 
bury my dead out of my sight." He was unwilling 
to sorrow as one without hope, and therefore having 
indulged his grief, as a Christian may and ought to 
indulge it, for we must not << despise the chastenings 
of the Lord," his next act was to obtain a bur}ring- 
place. How affecting is the consideration! — We 
have now been tracing the history of Abraham 
during one hundred years, throughout the greater 
portion of which, the promise of God was pledged 
to him, that all the land of Canaan should be bis, 
and here we find him, at the close of a long and 
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toilsome life, obtaining his first inheritance in it, 
and that — a sepulchre for bis wife ! 

How often does the Almighty in his providence, 
render the very possession which we have laboured 
for with the greatest perseverance, looked to 
with the deepest anxiety^ and expected with the 
most joyous anticipations, the grave of all our hopes» 
and all our earthly happiness I Blessed is the man 
who at such a crisis can say, ^ Even so. Father, for 
so it seemeth good in thy sight !" 

Abraham's confession, true at all times, was pe- 
culiarly striking and true, when he thus uttered it 
at the grave of Sarah : '^ I am a stranger and a 
sojourner with you." Never do we feel such full 
conviction of this great truth, never do we feel the 
ties which bind uta down to earth so loosened, so 
nearly rent asunder, as when we stand by the 
grave of those we love. However at other and 
happier times we forget the poor frail tenure by 
which we hold this earthly tabernacle, we are 
strongly impressed with its conviction then. We 
then, indeed, ** know the heart of a stranger," and 
wonder that we have ever felt domesticated here 
on earth, where there is so much of sin, so much of 
suffering, so little of stability and peace. Would 
that we could carry the constant conviction of thp 
same great truth with us into vM the daily business 
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of life: how little influence would its trials and dis- 
appointments possess over us, how much internal 
peace would it bestow, if we could really feel that 
these things might be grievous to a resident, or a 
native, but that we are ** strangers and pilgrims," 
and shall soon, amid the comforts of our Father's 
bouse, smile at all these little disquietudes of the 
way. 

The whole transaction of Abraham's honourable 
and high-minded purchase of the sepulchre, which 
is related in the remainder of the chapter, is a 
beautiful specimen of patriarchal times and patri- 
archal simplicity. But we hasten to the close of 
the history. There is, however, yet one circum- 
stance of importance which marked the declining 
years of the pious patriarch, andas too beautifully 
told in the book of inspiration to be related in any 
other language but its own. " And Abraham was 
oM and well stricken in age, and the Lord had 
blessed Abraham in all things. And Abraham said 
onto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over 
alt that he had, Put I pray thee thy hand under my 
thigh : and I will make thee swear by the Lord, the 
God of heaven and the God of the earth, that thou 
shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of 
the Canaanites among whom I dwell ; but thou shalt 
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go unto my country and to my kindred, and take a 
wife unto my son Isaac. And the servant said, 
Perad venture the woman will not be willing to fol- 
low me unto this land» must I needs bring thy son 
again unto the land from whence thou earnest? 
And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou • 
bring not my son thither again. The Lord God of 
heaven, which took me from my father's house and 
from the land of my kindred, and which apake unto 
me and that sware unto me saying. Unto thy seed 
will I give this land; he shall send his angel before 
thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from 
thence: and if the woman will not be willing to 
follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my 
oath, only bring not my son thither again. And 
the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abra- 
ham his master, and sware unto him concerning 
that matter." With the remainder of the story we 
have at the present no concern, for it belongs to the 
history of Isaac ; but of this the last great transac- 
tion in the life of Abraham, the last words of his 
which have been bequeathed to the church of God, 
it is impossible not to speak. 

How striking is the manner in which this pious 
parent deprecates the probability of his son either 
forming an ungodly connexion, or returning to the 
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land of idolatry from which he had himself been 
called? What would all the wealth of Canaan 
have profited for a dowry, if the bride should bring 
with her the example and the sin and the curse of 
Canaan ? What would all that God had done for 
him during his own life, by so remarkable and 
merciful a train of providences, and all that He 
had promised to him in the glorious future, have 
availed, if the beloved Isaac should fall back into 
the darkness of those who know not God 7 How 
earnestly does he impress upon the mind of his 
faithful servant the most anxious solicitude upon 
this important point 1 ** Beware thou that thou 

BRING HOT HT SOU THITHER AGAIIT." TwicO is this 

most emphatically repeated in these short direc- 
tions : the very last words of Abraham which the 
Spirit of God has recorded, are the reiteration of 
this solemn counsel, ^'Oitlt bring not my son 

THITHER AGAIN." 

You, my brethren, who are parents, and whom 
It has pleased God, by his sovereign grace, to 
gather out of the world of the ungodly, let me urge 
you to inquire, are you evincing the same holy 
anxiety with regard to your children 1 Is it your 
daily effort, as well as your constant prayer, that 
they may not be unnecessarily exposed to the 
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temptatioBS of a world from which you have your- 
selves in some degree escaped ? Alas ! evSn 
among religious parents^ how much inconsistency 
do we see upon- this point 1 How often are their 
children permitted to mingle in a society, to par- 
take of pleasures^ to visit scenes, from which 
they themselves would shrink! How often, for 
the questionable purpose of forming what are de- 
nominated good connexions, are they sent to 
places of education, where the wise man's declara- 
tion> that ^* the fear of God is the beginning of wis- 
dom," is exactly reversed, and every species of 
wisdom inculcated, while the fear of God is left to 
be taught at some future time and at some other 
place ! Christian mothers, be not too backward in 
declaring your real feelings upon these subjects. 
If the Spirit of God have taught you to see the guilt 
and danger of thus exposing the young minds of 
your dear children to such fearful contaminations, 
you cannot discharge your own consciences, you 
cannot clear your own souls, without earnestly and 
prayerfully endeavouring to rescue them. If you 
fail, after having, in humble dependence upon di- 
vine strength, made the attempt, you may then 
take comfort from the reflection, that "the grace 
of God is not bound," but, sought by a mother's 

17 
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prayers, will accompany your children into the 
furnace, and bring them uninjured from its flames^ 
But you can take no comfort from this thought, 
if you stand faithlessly by, and suffer them to be 
placed there without one resisting word, one affec- 
tionate entreaty, one fervent prayer. You do not 
know, until you have made the effort, how often, 
like Jacob of old, you will have power with God, 
and he will enable you to prevail. If one of your 
little ones be missing on the great day of account, 
how will you acquit yourselves, if every plea have 
not now been urged, every entreaty used, every 
effort made, to keep them from the snares of the 
destroyer 1 

The last scene of Abraham's life, at which we 
have oow arrived, is thus briefly narrated by the 
inspired historian. ** These are the days of the 
years of Abraham's life which he lived, one 
hundred, threescore, and fifteen years. Then Abra- 
ham gave up the ghost and died in a good old age, 
an old man and full of years, and was gathered to 
his people. And his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, 
buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field 
of Ephron, the field which Abraham purchased of 
the sons of Heth : there was Abraham buried and 
Sarah his wife." 
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One hundred and seventy-five years in duration^ 
therefore, was the life of Abraham ; one hundred 
years of which he had spent as a stranger in a 
strange land. How little is there in the most pros- 
perous life, when viewed from its close, to form the 
subject of a moment's envy ! Abraham's chiefest 
happiness was this — not that he was favoured with 
a remarkable abundance of this world's good, and 
with an unusual term of years to enjoy it, but, as 
the apostle says, that ^ he' was called the friend of 
God." How blessed then is the consideration, 
that although neither the riches nor the years of 
Abraham are within your reach, this his highest 
honour and his noblest title, is offered as freely to 
the poorest and lowliest among you, as to the 
patriarch himself ! Would you also be the friend 
of God, then remember the words of inspiration — 
^ Ejiow ye, that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham ; so then they which 
be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham," L e. 
be partakers of the same blessed faith* believers, 
loving, obedient believers, in the same Saviour, 
and you shall not only inherit the same title, but the 
same eternity. 

Doubtless it would have been most gratify ing» 
had the Spirit of God thought good to have handed 
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down to us some longer noemorial of the death of 
the eminent and far-famed subject of our history ; 
most instructive would it have been to have stood 
in imagination by the side of his dying bed, and to 
have heard those assurances which he doubtless 
gave to his beloved son, of the mercy and faithfid- 
ness of Him in whom he had believed, who had led 
him through the mazes of so long a pilgrimage 
wiUi so much of peacefulness and comfort Or if 
this had been denied us, it would have been some 
little compensation to have overheard, as it were, 
but a broken sentence, as in the case of Jacob, of 
those secret communings which were passing, in 
the very hours of nature's dissolutioii, between 
God and his soul, ** I have waited for thy salvation, 
O Lord.** Nothing of this, however, has been 
voaehfiafed in the instance before us, and except 
for the purpose of our gratification, DOthing of this 
was needed. After such a fife of faith and holi- 
ness, there is small need of inquiring what was the 
death. We know that it could not have been 
otherwise than full of peace and hope* It is suffi- 
cient that the inspired historian tells us, ^ He was 
gathered to his people ;" not as regarded the body, 
for, with die exception of Sarah, Abraham's *' peo- 
ple^ were at Charrs^n, whil^ his reimuns wen^ 
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deposited in the land of Canaan; but he was 
gathered to his people when his spirit ascended to 
those realms whither all the believing people of all 
preceding ages, who had died in the same faith, 
and been rendered meet for the same inheritance, 
had taken up their blissful abode. 

Yes, my brethren, it is a solemn consideration, 
not to be too hastily dismissed, that the day of 
death will be to all of us the day of " gathering to 
our people :" the scoffer to the scoffers, the ungodly 
to the godless, the profane to the profane, accord- 
ing to our Lord's directions in his well-known 
parable of the tares and the wheat, << Bind them in 
BUNDLES to burn them." While, on the other hand, 
the believer will be gathered into the company of 
believers, and will sit down with the children of 
God for ever* Remember, then, in choosing your 
friends and your associates here, that you are 
choosing them for eternity, and that death is 
merely the signal for gathering you to them, to 
part no more. 

If the word of God be silent upon the particulars 
of Abraham's death, it is-^and this is almost the 
only recorded instance— ^singularly communicative 
upon what happened after death ; for we find the 
Almighty declaring to Moses at the burning 
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bush, more than three hundred years after, '< I am 
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ;'^ and our 
Lord's own comment upon this is, ** He is not the 
Gjod of the d ^j^but of the living;" whik ia the 
only parable. which, iiaa ever dr?iwn aside the ydl 
from the uiis^eawArid, the father of the faithful is 
represented to us as enjoying the fulness of plear 
sure at God's right hand; jwhite, to be ^ in Abra- 
ham's bosom," is the language by which our Lord 
expresses the highest degree of heavenly blessed** 
ness and everlasting joy^ 

May we> my beloved brethren, be daily ripening 
for that coming hour and that blessed inheritance ! 
May we be ready to confess and to feel with Abra- 
ham, that we are ^^ strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth," ** desiring a better country, even an heaven- 
ly !" Then will Qod not be ashamed to be called 
our God; then, when Our " heart and our flesh fail 
us, will €k>d be the str^gth of our heart and our 
portion for ever." 
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LECTURE I, 

GENESIS XV. 97. 

** Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents.** - 

There are few subjects which so readily and so 
universally attract the attention of those to whom 
they are presented, as Biography^ In general his- 
tory we read of the rise and fall of nations, of the 
triumphs of conquerors, and the intrigues of cour* 
tiers ; but all these things pass before us in such 
rapid succession, and are so totally irrelevant to 
our situations and conditions, that they seldom 
aiTect deeply the heart, or influence the life of the 
reader. Very different is the case when an indivi* 
dual, moving in the same sphere, and subject to the 
same trials as ourselves, is detached from the 
general group, and faithfully presented to os by the 
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peDcil of the biographer, in the interesting scenes 
so abundantly furnished by the vicissitudes of active 
life. In such instances as these, more especially 
when relating to the people of God, we are able 
almost to identify ourselves with the persons of 
whom we read ; we participate in their difficulties, 
grieve at their sorrows, rejoice at their joys ; and 
thus not only derive a transitory gratification, but 
treasure up much that is valuable for future service. 
Long after the history has ceased to interest us, we 
recollect the conduct of the holy men of whom it 
spake, their obedience to the commands of their 
heavenly Father, their meek submission to his wilt, 
their contrite acknowledgment of their own sins 
and infirmities, and their continual experience of 
his faithfulness and love ; we derive fresh strength 
and awakened energy in the course which we our- 
selves are pursuing, and are oftentimes enabled, by 
the remembrance of such .examples, to go on our 
way strengthened and rejoicing. 

It is with the full conviction of this truth, and in 
the hope that a connected narrative of the life of a 
faithful servant of the Most High, as recorded by 
the unerring pen of inspiration, may present us 
with many very valuable lessons in our Christian 
course, that I have been induced to select the event* 
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ful and instructive history of the patriarch Jacob, 
for the subject of the Thursday morning Lecture, 
during the ensuing season. 

The claims which this man of Grod possesses 
upon our attention, are indeed widely different from 
those of the generality of persons who form the 
subject of uninspired biography ; he was neither a 
monarch, nor a warrior, nor a philosopher, nor one 
of the rich and noble of the earth, living in palaces 
<' ceiled with cedar and painted with vermilion," 
but, as the language of the text informs us, '< a plain 
man, dwelling in tents." Yet does this plain man 
possess more to recommend him to the notice and 
observation of the Christian, than all the sceptred 
monarchs of Pagan antiquity ; and we scruple not 
to say, that no titles ever bestowed upon the proud" 
est sovereign of the world, by the most fulsome of 
his flatterers, would bear a moment's competition 
with that honourable distinction which the Al^ 
mighty himself bestowed upon Jacob, viz., the 
remarkable adoption of his name into the everlast- 
ing title of the " King of kings :" " And God said 
unto Moses, This is my name for ever, and this is 
my memorial unto all generations, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, «nd the God of 
JACOB." 
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The iodiTidaal of whom we are abeul to qpeak* 
was the mn of Isaae and Rebekafa, the twin Inrother 
of Esau, the child of many prayers. Even before 
his birth great things had been predicted of him by 
the Spirit of the Lord ; that although the younger 
boroy he should have the dominion ; that he should 
be the progenitor of a great and powerful nation, 
and that they who sprang from his loins should be 
paramount to all the descendants of his eld^ 
brother ; that, as St Paul explains it, he should be 
in his own person peculiarly the object of the love 
of God, and diat his descendants should be an elect 
people, chosen of Grod, unto whom should be ^* com- 
mitted the oracles of Grod," and of whom, as con- 
cerning the flesh, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
promised Messiah, should come. 

These are, indeed, most lofty claims upon our 
attention and respect, and you will probably ap- 
proach the subject before us, if not with overween- 
ing anticipations of the rank and splendour, at least 
with high expectations of the perfect holiness and 
purity, of him, of whom we speak. Alas 1 the 
perfection of these qualities belongs not to the sons 
of men. It was in the Son of God alone that man-> 
kind have ever seen perfection arrayed in human 
form: it was the Lord Jesus Christ alone who 
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could be truly called *' holy, harmless, ulidefiled, 
separate from sinners." We are indeed about to 
speak of one who was eminently a man of God, of 
one upon whom the God of love had set his seal, 
whose "name was written in heaven;" but of one, 
let it be remembered, who was also a descendant 
of fallen Adam, an inheritor of a corrupt nature 
and a deceitful heart — in fact, of one like ourselves, 
a sinner ! 

To say more is unnecessary — to say less would 
be both unwise and untrue ; for it is one of the 
peculiar beauties of scriptural narrative, that no 
veil is ever drawn across the frailties or the sins of 
those whom it describes ; there is no flattery, and 
there is no detraction; we have the whole man 
faithfully placed before us, with all those grievous 
inequalities of temper, life, and conversation, which 
are the inevitable results of the flesh for ever " lust- 
ing against the Spirit ;" his piety and virtues dis- 
tinctly portrayed that they may be imitated, his 
inflrmities and errors as candidly avowed that they 
may be shunned. Let us then intreat the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit of our God, that both these in- 
valuable ends may be answered in the narrative we 
have selected ; that, while witnessing in the course 
of our inquiries the occasional imperfections in the 

18 
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life of this holy man, we may be led to acknow- 
ledge and deplore their far greater prevalency id 
our own ; and that, while tracing the remarkable 
evidence of his entire dependence upon God, and 
faithfulness in the promised Messiah, we may seek 
for a more lively and influential faith in that great 
descendant of Jacob, in whom '* all nations of the 
earth are blessed." 

In commencing our narrative from the very 
childhood of Esau and Jacob, we cannot but be 
struck by their early dissimilitude. Although nur- 
tured by the same fond and affectionate parents, 
educated beneath the same roof, and partakers of 
the same advantages, they possessed little in com- 
mon. The occupations and the joys of the chase 
formed the great business of the life of Esau, for 
he is in a very emphatical manner denominated 
by the inspired historian, " a man of the field ;'* 
entirely devoted to the pleasurable pursuits of an 
active life, with but little taste for the contempla- 
tive enjoyments of religious meditation and pri- 
vacy : probably such an one as we should now de- 
nominate " a man of the world f a man devotedly 
attached to the pursuits, intimately acquainted with 
the habits and manners, and not a little in love with 
the friendship and the pleasures of the world in 
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which we live. Such a man was Esau, even with- 
out darkening his character by the shades which 
the apostle to the Hebrews has thrown over it 
when he denominates him ^* a profane person, and 
a fornicator;" while, as if in marked contradis- 
tinction, we have the description of the text: 
^'Esau was a cunning hunter" — "Jacob was a 
plain man." "Esau was a man of the field" — 
<* Jacob dwelling in tents." The retired and sim- 
ple habits of the younger brother are here con- 
trasted with the worldly-minded wisdom of the 
elder : while the mode of living adopted by Jacob, 
viz. " dwelling in tents," was probably an evidence 
of the same unworldly spirit, which is mentioned 
to the praise of Abraham's faith, that " he sojourned 
in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacIesJ^ 

The reflection which arises in our minds upon 
the first glance at the marked distinction between 
the brothers, is of this nature — strange, that in the 
same family, at the same time, and under the same 
advantages, two characters so totally opposite 
should have been formed. That the same treat- 
ment should have matured the cunning, woridly- 
minded Esau, ready to sacrifice every thing to 
the gratification of his pleasure and his appetite, 
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and the retired and humble Jacob, devoted to the 
peaceful quiet of a religious home ! A moment's^ 
glance into the world around us» a moment's re^ 
flection upon what we see, and know, and are, 
and we should rather ask, is it not too often 
thus If Do we not frequently behold, with* every 
human mean identically the same, with the same 
affection, and pains, and watchfulness^ lavished 
with the same prodigality, da we not continually 
witness a similar result? Do we not see in the 
same family, one child '* a cunning hunter" after 
this world's pleasures and emoluments; and an- 
other a '' plain man," devoted to home enjoyments 
and domestic pursuits, content to dwell beneath 
the paternal roof, and to walk humbly with his. 
GodT 

The philosopher, with the book of human reason 
in his hand, assured that the infant mind is like an 
unwritten tablet, ready to receive with equal facili- 
ty the good or evil with which we should inscribe 
it, hesitates to acknowledge the fact which all ex- 
perience enforces upon him, because he is quite 
baffled and confounded in every attempt to recon- 
cile so unaccountable an anomaly. The Chris- 
tian turns to the book of inspiration, and finds all 
difficulty solved.. H[e there discovers, that the in- 
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fant mind no longer resembles the unwritten tablet; 
but the tablet wofully blotted, and deeply inscribed 
with Adam's guilt, and with Adam's sin: that 
" every, imagination of the thoughts of man's heart 
is only evil continually ;" that the grace of God, 
and that alone, can erase the natural impressions 
of evil, and give " the new heart and the new spi- 
rit" which are able to know, to love, and to obey 
God. He turns from the book of inspiration to his 
own bosom, and knows by his own experience, 
that all he reads is true, that it is indeed God, and 
God alone, '' who hath made him to differ from 
another," and that he has nothing which he has not 
received. That the grace of God, although it 
usually follows the sincere and faithful adoption of 
the means which his own will has appointed, is not 
restricted to those means ; and that although the 
child dedicated early to the service of God in the 
waters of baptism, educated consistently with those 
privileges, nurtured by the care and the prayers of 
pious parents, will, we may humbly hope, be a 
'< partaker of the inheritance of the saints in 
light :" yet that many who have been denied the 
advantages of that Christian education which 
ought to follow a Christian baptism, who have 
passed their infancy in neglect, their childhood in 
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210 LECTURE U 

thoughtlessness, and their manhood in sin, have 
also been the objects of a Saviour's love; have 
been checked in their mad career, been plucked as 
brands from the burning, and having been made 
** willing in the day of his power" by the effectual 
striving of the Spirit of God, have at his bidding 
accepted the free and full salvation of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, " received- the atonement," poured 
forth the tear of penitence, and offered the accept- 
able sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart. 
Blessed be God, we may not doubt that there are 
many such as these, who having been brought 
through great tribulation, shall come from the east 
and from the west, and shall sit down with Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven, ascribing all their salva- 
tion to the free and undeserved mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, and uniting their joyfut voices with 
those around the throne in the " new song," 
" Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood." 

The character of Jacob, strikingly conscientious 
and devout as we shall find it in the more ad- 
vanced portion of the narrative, exhibits itself un-^ 
der circumstances by no means advantageous or 
prepossessing in the opening scenes. The very 
first incident which succeeds the t^xt, disposes qs. 
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to think but lightly either of his brotherly kindness 
or of his generosity. 

Esau returns wearied with hunting, at a time 
when, probably, (from the opening of the following 
chapter,) a famine was raging in the land ; and 
seeing Jacob preparing his daily meal, he applies 
to him in the language of importunate necessity. 
" Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pot- 
tage, for I am faint/* Jacob, instead of cheer- 
fully availing himself of an opportunity to supply 
the wants of a perishing brother^ seizes, with great 
avidity, the favourable hour for acquiring the birth- 
right which God had promised him, and replies, 
" Sell me this day thy birthright :" thus, in a mo- 
ment of hunger, and indifference to the promised 
blessing, on the one hand, and extreme ianxiety to 
obtain it, on the other, the important bargain was 
concluded that was to transfer for ever to the 
younger son the right of primogeniture ; which, at 
that time, conveyed the double portion of all tem- 
poralities, the especial blessing of the dying parent, 
and above all, the, inheritance of the covenant, 
which God had made with Abraham, that from his 
loins Christ should come. 

That Esau merits our censure for treating with 
indifference so unspeakable a privilege, has been 
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decided by that writer of inspiration, who has af- 
fixed for ever the epithet " profane" to the man 
who thus, '< for one morsel of meat sold bis birth- 
right :" and that Jacob deserves our warmest com- 
mendation for earnestly desiring such a blessing, 
there can be no question. But here we must pause : 
the means by which Jacob obtained the birthright 
were utterly unjustifiable, uncharitable, and unkind ; 
and proved as much his want of faith in the Al- 
mighty to bring that to pass which God himself had 
promised, as it proved his want of tenderness towards 
his suffering brother. 

If it be true that Jacob acted thus wrongfully in 
the circumstance which we have recounted, how 
shall we justify him in the very next incident in 
which we find him engaged — that memorable and 
deceitful transaction, in which, to obtain the pro- 
mised blessing, he, at the instigation of his mother, 
imposed upon the old age of his afiectionate father, 
and overreached his unsuspecting brother? Is it 
possible that this could be the " plain man," whom 
we behold clothed in the garments of his elder bro- 
ther, and personating the first-born ? Could it be 
he who concealed his artifice under " the refuge of 
lies," not only declaring that he was Esau, and that 
the kid was venison, but even introducing the name 
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and the providence of his God, to give greater 
colour to his abominable falsehood? ^'I have 
found it quickly, because the Lord thy God 
brought it to me." When we read the guilty 
transaction, we blush — not only for the parties 
concerned, but for the whole human race, that 
such a fraud could have been suggested and 
carried into execution, and this not in the tents 
of ungodliness, but in that single family, which of 
all the families of the earth, alone professed the 
worship of the God of truth. How humbling to 
the holiest! how awful a warning to the most 
eminent of the servants of the Lord! *'Let him 
that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall !" 
Let him who wilfully indulges in the smallest de- 
gree of known sin, observe how rapidly sin ad- 
vances — how fearfully it darkens as it advances; 
how soon the lie requires to be strengthened by 
the oath, and the oath to be supported by the tre- 
mendous blasphemy, which would, if possible, have 
made it appear that God himself was a confederate 
in the fraud :-^" The Lord thy God brought it to 
me." Shall we then attempt to justify that conduct 
in Jacob, which we should deeply condemn in our- 
selves, and deplore in you ! God forbid I It is 
vain to say, that lacoh knew the blessing was al- 
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ready his by purchase, having acquired it when he 
bought the birthright, and that he was therefore 
only possessing himself of what he considered his 
unquestionable right This is no extenuation. 
Isaac, his father, was a reasonable man, and a 
conscientious man ; why not, therefore, plead the 
right before him, and convince him that he was 
about to bestow that upon Esau of which Esau had 
himself disposed. It is equally vain to say, that as 
the Almighty had consigned the blessing to Jacob, 
it was inalienably his own, and therefore might be 
obtained by any method in his power. Isaac was 
a holy man, as well as a reasonable and conscien- 
tious man ; why not, therefore, recall to his recot- 
lectioB this perhaps long-forgotten, promise, and eo" 
force iq)on his conscience the duty and necessity of 
bis compliance ? Or shall we agree with those who 
say that " the offence of Jacob was certainly alle- 
viated, if not entirely taken off, by the circumstance 
cf Rebekah pledging herself to bear the blame ?" 
No : the single injunction of the Spirit of God not to 
** do evil that good may come," aims a death-blow 
at all such casuistry as this. The sin of deceiving 
a man into what is right, differs little from the sin 
of deceiving him into what is evil. The effect of 
the sin, we grant, is different— the moral turpitude 
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may be dilSereDt — but the sin against God remains 
unaltered ; while, to imagine for a moment that 
Rebekah's pledging herself to bear the blame, 
" Upon me be thy curse, my son," would extenuate 
the guilt of her son, is indeed a low tone of Chris- 
tian morals. There is but one Being who has ever 
said — who could ever truly say, " Upon me be thy 
curse." The compassionate Saviour, the truly 
tender parent, the Lord Jesus Christ — he indeed, 
has not only made the astonishing offer, but he has 
proved, with his life's blood, his power and his will- 
ingness to fulfil it. But to whom does he address 
the encouraging declaration? Not to the sinner 
rushing headlong into guilt — to the man pf subtlety 
and cunning, proceeding artfully to overreach his 
neighbour; but to the man oppressed and borne 
down by a deeply contrite sense of sin committed, 
and sincerely lamenting with a godly sorrow, that 
he has grieved the Holy Spirit ; that he has offended 
a good and merciful God ; that he has contracted a 
load of guilt ; that he has merited an everlasting 
curse. To him, to youy my brethren, if there beany 
here who feel the malady, and ardently desire the 
presence of the good Physician : to you the com- 
passionate Saviour does indeed say, " Upon me be 
thy curse, my son :" I have already borne it for 



216 LECTURE I. 

every penitent and believing sinner ; I have borne 
it for you ; I will " not break the bruised reed, or 
quench the smoking flax." "Lift up the hands 
which hang down, and the feeble knees," and raise 
your eyes to the cross on which I hung on Calvary, 
and "behold the hand-writing of ordinances that 
was against you, blotted out and nailed" for ever 
there when I was " made a curse" for man ; " upon 
me" has been " thy curse, my son," that believing 
in me you may obtain remission of sins, the full 
and perfect forgiveness which I have purchased. 
Come, therefore, and although you have treated me 
as an enemy, approach me as a friend! Come, 
and although you have deserved the curse, inherit 
the blessing! I have satisfied the justice of God 
which you could not satisfy. I have borne the 
wrath of God which you could not bear ; the chas- 
tisement of your peace was upon me, and with my 
stripes you are healed. 

This the fondest earthly parent cannot, say* 
The tenderest mother, though she may have borne 
the shame, has never yet borne the curse for her 
sinning child ; for " no man may deliver his brother, 
or make an atonement unto God for him, for it cost 
more to redeem their souls, so that he must let that 
alone for ever." We must therefore be content to 
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leave this humiliating instance, as a blot in the 
character of Jacob, without apology and without 
excuse, only observing, that disgraceful as it was, 
God could forgive it, and God did forgive it, for the 
sake of the ** Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world*" Blessed, for ever blessed, be the Lord, 
that he has thus laid help upon one that is mighty ; 
that although he cursed the sin^ he has opened a re- 
fuge for the sinner ; that <^ the fountain for sin and 
uncleanness," which was unsealed on Calvary, has 
never since been closed, and that all who approach 
it may take of its healing streams, and, drawing 
near in penitence and faith, shall assuredly be made 
whole. 

My beloved brethren, while the day of grace 
lasts, be earnest, be unceasing in seeking him whom 
Jacob sought, that you may partake of the forgive- 
ness which Jacob found. " Turn you to the strong 
hold, ye prisoners of hope ;" cling to the horns of 
that altar from which no penitent was ever torn : 
plead all your weakness^ your infirmities, your 
need ; " cast all your care upon him who careth for 
you ;" and, as he has borne your curse, be assured 
he will also bear your sorrows and your difficulties ; 
and none shall " pluck you out of his hands." Lay 
upon him the burden of your sins, and receive from 

19 
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him the blessing of his righteousness ; and may a 
gracious and compassionate God not withhold 
from you the salvation which his own dear Son 
has purchased for all ''who name the name of 
Christ and depart from iniquity/^ 



1 
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LECTURE 11. 

GENESIS XXVITI. 5. 

** And Isaac sent away Jacob." 

'* Bb sure your sin will find you out/' is one of 
those real truths of revelation which experience has 
fully justified, and which the life of Jacob will 
most abundantly exemplify. We have beheld him 
regardless of truth, of affection, of duty, deter- 
mined upon obtaiiiing, by sinister means, the bless«- 
ing which the God of his father had already pro- 
mised and insured to him ; we are now to trace th^ 
consequences. 

Think you that the Almighty will deny Jacob 
the blessing which he so justly forfeited? No! 
The purposes of God were neither to be traversed 
by Jacob's duplicity, nor by Isaac's opposition. 
The one would, if possible, have frustrated the 
intentions of the Most High by his disobedience, 
the other would accelerate, them by his craftiness ; 
shall then the omniscient Jehovah, to punish the 
waywardness of his creatures, alter his own de- 
terminations? Poor erring mortals like ourselves 



220 LECTURE II, 

might indeed, have found it necessary to have 
acted thus; but '*6od is not a man that he should 
lie, neither the son of man that he should repent : 
hath' he said, and shall he not do it 1 or hath he 
spoken, and shall he not make it good ?" Yes ; 
God has blessed the favoured Jacob* and he shall 
be blessed; but crooked were the paths through 
which he sought the blessing, and sad and evil 
shall the days of the years of his pilgrimage be, 
and deep and bitter his repentance, before he 
beholds the faintest dawn of that sunshine, whose 
beams he fondly hoped would now play unceas- 
ingly upon his path. 

We behold Jacob, at the opening of the present 
Lecture, the successful rival of his wordly-minded 
brother, the especially beloved son of Rebekah, 
and the blessed of his father— to the transient 
observer, a prosperous and a happy man. When 
shall we learn not to calculate happiness by ex- 
ternal circumstances? When will the poor, the 
afflicted, and the destitute, be taught to believe that 
the gifts of our heavenly Father are far more 
equally dispensed than they imagine ; that the rich 
are not necessarily happy, or the idle necessarily 
peaceful ; that the heart alone knoweth its own 
sorrow, and that in many an envied lot some root 
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of bitterness has been planted, felt only by its 
possessor, which rankles within the bosom, and 
fixes its inextricable thorn, while all without is 
blossoming ? 

My poorer brethren, there is but one possession, 
which does not disappoint, which you cannot too 
earnestly covet, which, in every state and under 
every circumstance, can insure happiness; and 
this a possession which, blessed be God, as riches 
cannot secure, . so neither can poverty deny — a 
heart reconciled to God by Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
and as the sure and certain fruits of it, a conscience 
at peace with God, with itself, and with all the 
world. Obtain this and you have obtained happi- 
ness, enduring happiness, which will nptfly at the 
sight of poverty, or wither at the approach of 
death \ Where are the joys of this world, of 
riches, pleasures, rank, of which their votaries 
can truly predicate the same ? 

Ii was the declaration of the wise king of Israel : 
•* when a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with him." That 
the w^y by which Jacob obtained the blessing could; 
not please the God of truth, we may fearlessly 
assert. That his enemies were not at peace with 
him, the narrative before us sufficiently testifies. 

19# 
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Id vain did every external circumstance shine 
upon Jacob, a cruel and an irreconcilable brother 
had resolved upon his death ; and, in the midst of 
prosperity, his very life became a burden to him, 
and he knew not how to avoid the blow which 
might, at any unguarded moment of domestic 
intercourse be inflicted by the hand of so near a 
relative. At the suggestion^ therefore, of Rebekah, 
and with the full consent of Isaac, Jacob resolves 
to forsake those tents in which he had so long re- 
sided, and where every treasured recollection spoke 
of a father's piety and a mother's love, * A happy, 
because a holy home, had long been his ; but he 
was now to leave it. He was to enter upon a 
world of which, by experience, he knew but little 
and to whose inhabitants his high and hallowed 
expectations, aye, even the God whom he served, 
and the heaven to which he aspired, were strangers ; 
from whom therefore he could hope for little» either 
of sympathy or regard* 

You, who know by experience the hitter feeling 
of leaving for the first time, the roof under which 
you have long been partakers of every blessing, 
where kindnesses have been bestowed abundantly, 
and, at that season when kindness makes the deepest 
and most durable impression, where your first ]isp« 
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ing petitions were offered at the throne of grace 
and your earliest impressions of good received, 
will not think lightly of the sacrifice for which 
Jacob was now called upon. 

This was the first-fruits of the act of faithless- 
ness in which he had borne so distressing a pait. 
His /< sin had already found him out," and, as its 
pbvious and immediate consequences, he was sent 
forth a wanderer and an alien from that very 
country, his anxiety to obtain which had formed 
one motive for his latq duplicity. 

It must have been a bitter hour for Jacob when 
he thus quitted the tents of Isaac ; his destination, by 
the desire of his parents, was Haran, the residence 
of Laban, his mother's brother, at a distance 
of more than four hundred miles r a long and 
wearisome journey at any time and under the 
happiest circumstances, but to to Jacob, friendless 
and compamonless, a penitent and solitary pilgrim, 
it must have beea an undertaking of no common 
difficulty and no ordinay danger. 

Fearful as it was however, Jacob, confiding 
in the promised blessing of his God, hesitates not 
to undertake it ; and as he himself informs qs, (in a 
subsequent^ part of his history,) with only his staff 
in his hand, he sets forth upon his solitary journey. It 
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was at the close of the first day' s travel, when, 
wearied with the long and toilsome march of forty 
miles beneath an eastern sun, ** he lighted upon a 
certain place," says the historian, '< and tarried 
there all dight," the heavens his canopy and the 
stones his pillow. To a mind occupied as Jacob's 
must have been with the fond recollections of 
home, with the desolating sense of his own utter 
solitariness and helplessness, and, above all, with 
compunctious visitings for the trangressions of 
which he had been so lately guilty, that sunset must 
have been a melancholy hour. Often must the 
sad reflection have crossed his bosom : *' why am I 
here ?" and as often must conscience have returned 
the humiliating answer, *' because thy sin has found 
thee out;'^ and while this godly sorrow was thus 
working repentance unto salvation, many a pang 
must have been imparted by feelings of doubt and 
uncertainty, whether he were indeed under the 
special guidance of the Most high, the object of 
his pardoning love, and of his providential care. 
It was during these hours of darkness that God 
was preparing a message of peace and love for 
his benighted souL The shades of evening had 
now closed thickly around his pillow, when he was 
favoured with the following remarkable vision. 
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'' He dreamed, and behold a ladder set upon the 
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven : and, be- 
hold, the angels of Grod ascending and descending 
on it, and, behold, the Lord stood above it." A 
vision, indeed, most strikingly adapted to Jacob's 
present state of mind, and highly calculated to im- 
part confidence and comfort ; teaching him in no 
ambiguous manner, that poor and of little value as 
he might be in his own estimation, he was the ob- 
ject of the immediate guardianship and watchful- 
ness of those angelic spirits who are '< sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ;" 
and, that widely separated as the heavens are from 
the earth, the connexion between them is most inti- 
mate and indissoluble ; that wherever God has a 
people, whether the inhabitants of the populous 
city, or the wanderers of the cheerless desert, they 
are equally the objects of the care and love of their 
heavenly Father; and, that so especial is the provi- 
dence of God, that one poor traveller, sleeping 
upon a pillow of stones, appears to exercise as 
much of the thoughtlfulness and consideration of 
the King of kings as the highest monarch upon 
earth. To Jacob such assurances, at such a time, 
must have been invaluable, for they convinced him 
that, deeply as his past conduct had offended God, 
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the Lord had not cast away his servant ; that God 
was willing to receive his repentant child, and, for 
the sake of the everlasting covenant, to pardon and 
accept him* 

My Christian brethren, many centuries have 
rolled away since Jacob lay upon his bed of earth, 
and beheld this cheering vision descending from 
that fount of light which no man may approach 
unto ; yet can we not read it at the present hour 
without feeling that it wonderfully and sweetly 
harmonizes with our own experience, and with the 
dealings of our heavenly Father with ourselves. 
Although not the travellers of a desert, we are (and 
would that we still more strongly felt ourselves to 
be!) but strangers and pilgrims here seeking a 
better country, even an heavenly one. And of 
what nature are the manifestations with which our 
merciful Father favours us at the outset of our 
heavenward journey ? Are they not similar to this 
of Jacob? Does He not, when, with a sense of 
our own weakness, we are tempted to despond at 
the fearful separation which sin has made between 
God and us, when our conscience is writing 
bitter things against us, and every other feeling is 
absorbed in the overwhelming sense of our own 
helplessness and sin; does He not, during those 
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hours of darkness, prepare a message of love for 
our souls? does He not assure us that there is 
pardon for the penitent ; peace for the humbled and 
believing sinner ; that ** there is now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus ?" Does 
He not open our eyes to behold the ladder ^set 
upon the earth, the top reaching to heaven — that 
ever-blessed mediator, the Lord Jesus Chirist — the 
only connecting link between earth and heaven, 
between man and God; the base of the ladder his 
human nature vissible here on earth, the top of the 
ladder his divine nature, the immutable Godhead 
in heaven? and are not the messages of kindness, 
and reconciliation^ and everlasting blessedness, 
with which we are favoured, and every one of 
which passes through this only appointed way, the 
angels descending to us, while our own prayers 
must ascend to God, by the same ladder, must be 
offered up by faith in Jesus, and pass through him, 
<* the way, the truth, and the life," the only inter- 
cessor with the Father ? 

You, who have with Jacob sincerely deplored 
your own infirmities and sins, will rejoice with him 
at the supernatural aid which God has offered 
you. You have seen, with the eye of faith, that 
ladder which '* flesh and blood have not revealed 
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unto you, but your Father which is in heaven." 
Every round of that ladder speaks joy, and hope, 
and strong consolation; and blessed, far above all 
earthly blessedness, is the poorest and most desti- 
tute among you, even though your head may rest 
upon the earth for your pillow, if your eyes have 
been opened to behold, and your hearts to receive, 
the consolations of this heavenly vision. 

By Jacob this remarkable manifestation of the 
especial providence and love of Gk>d appears to 
have been most gratefully received and fully ap- 
preciated ; for his waking declaration was, " Surely 
the Lord is in this place." Here, even here, I have 
found a protecting God ; I am as much the object 
of bis parental regard and Continual watchfulness 
upon the sands of the desert, as in the tents of 
Isaac ; "this is none other but the house of God, 
this is the gate of heaven." These impressions, 
so powerfully imparted by thp heavenly vision, 
were as fully corroborated by the heavenly voice ; 
" For the Lord stood above the ladder, and said, I 
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the 
God of Isaac," and th^n repeating the original 
promise of the land, continued, " I am with thee, 
and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, 

for I will not leave thee until I have done that 

which I have spoken to thee of." 
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After such assurances as these, '< the desert,'' to 
the eyes of the awakened Jacob, must have ''re** 
joiced and blossomed as the rose;" no longer 
would he feel himself a solitary outcast, while the 
God of his fathers was his Companion ; no longer 
would he be-uncertain of the result of his journey, 
when the same God had pledged himself to con- 
tinue with him unto the end. 

Where id the convinced and enlightened Christian 
who may not sympathize in these feelings with this 
man of God t " Behold I am with thee," is the 
source of all our confidence : <' greater is he that is 
in you, than he that is in the world," is the founda- 
tion of the believer's joy. There are times, even 
to the most devoted Christian, when his hope 
bums with a more feeble light, and when he feels 
the corruptions of his fallen nature still unsubdued 
within his bosomi The faithlessness, which he 
trusted was a conquered enemy^ raises in some new 
shape its hydra head, inducing him to doubt the 
truth or the love of the Saviour who has redeemed 
him; tempting him to despondency and despair; 
leading him to believe, after all which the free and 
sovereign grace of God has wrought both for him 
and in him, he shall still most assuredly be a cast- 
away. In these moments how blessed to the Chris- 

20 
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tian's soul are such declarations as those with 
which the most high God now consoled the fainting 
heart of his servant, **l will not leave thee until I 
have done that which I have spoken to thee of:" or, 
as the same promises are in the writings of the 
New Testament reiterated to us, " He hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee:" "He 
who hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ" It is thus that 
when assailed by spiritual fears or despondency, 
you are enabled to look from yourself to Him from 
whom Cometh your help, and who has said, ^^Liook 
unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.'' 
This is the believer's wisdom, and strength, and 
happiness, 'Mooking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith ;" knowing that he is faithful 
who has promised, and that having by his grace 
called you even while you were enemies, and guid- 
ed you by his hand through many a weary mile of 
this world's wilderness, he will not desert you now 
that you are reconciled to him by the blood of his 
Son. Even should your faith fail, and you cry 
unto Him out of the depths into which you are 
beginning to sink, his hand will still be outstretched 
to save ; and though the dark waters are passing 
over your soul, he will place you upon the rock 
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which is higher than you, at whose base, although 
the tempest roar and the surges beat//' eternal sun- 
shine settles round its head," where " light is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart" 

In pursuing the narrative, we find that Jacob, 
sincerely as he believed, and greatly as he rejoiced 
in all the promises of God, was so far from ima- 
gining that this full and unqualified declaration of 
protection on the part of the Most High would justi- 
fy any negligence or indifference on his own, that 
the first act which succeeded the wonderful vision^ 
was a solemn dedication of the place, of his pro- 
perty, and of himself, to the service of Jehovah. 
For we read, " Jacob rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and took the stone that he had put for a pillow 
and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the 
top of it, and called the name of the place Bethel." 

In other words, he erected a lasting memorial 
to the honour and glory of that gracious Being, of 
whose presence and favour he was now fully as* 
sured ; and so highly did the Almighty estimate 
this evidence of his devotion, that we find him 
twenty years afterwards reminding Jacob of this 
act and of this hour, saying, "I am the God of 
Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar ;" a lesson to 
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U89 my Christian brethren^ to set up lasting noemo- 
rials of the Lord's merciful and providential deal- 
ings with ourselves. 

We would then ieisk — has your heavenly Father, 
since you last assembled during this holy season in 
his house of prayer, visited you with many tempo- 
ral and spiritual mercies T Have your worldly cir- 
cumstances prospered, and has his hand been upon 
you for good? Have you tasted, prehaps drunk 
deeply, of the cup of sorrow or of sickness, and did 
God hear your cry, descend to your assistance, and 
assuage your sorrows, or give an unexpected effi- 
cacy to human means, and restore you again to 
those you love? Or does the retrospect of the 
twelvemonth which is past, suggest that you have 
still higher blessings than* these to acknowledge; 
that when darker shades than those which surround- 
ed the sleeping Jacob had gathered round your soul, 
a merciful God enlightened your spiritual vision, 
and pointed out to you the only way of access to 
himself, and brought you near by the blood of his 
Son ! O ! if you have been partakers of these, or of 
any of these mercies, we trust that you have set up 
some memorials of them ; the deeply grateful heart, 
the calm yet rejoicing spirit, the truly devoted life, 
the increased and lively faith, the subdued tenfiper. 
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chastened will, the consistently holy conversation — 
these are the Christian's '' waymarks," by which all 
may " take knowledge of you that you have been 
with Jesus," 

But Jacob did not content himself with a single 
act of devotion, however excellent or appropriate, 
for we are told that " he vowed a vow unto God, 
saying : If God will be with me and keep me in the 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and 
raiment to put on, so that I come again to my fa- 
ther's house in peace, then shall the Lord be my 
God." The nature of this vow was equally a proof 
of the moderation of Jacob's desires, *' asking only 
bread to eat and raiment to put on," and the reality 
of his faith in the promises which had just been 
vouchsafed him; the vow was in fact an echo of 
the promise, not intending to be merely conditional, 
and to say, ^ If God will keep me, then will I serve 
him," but evidently implying, since God has 
pledged himself to keep me, therefore will I devote 
myself wholly to his service ; since God' has pro- 
mised to be with me, therefore ^* shall the Lord be my 
God." It was not, then, as has been falsely repre- 
sented by the enemies of revelation, the shrewd 
compact of an avaricious man to bind the Deity to 
his interests, but the overflowing of a grateful heart 

20* 
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anxious to bind itself to its God ; that love of Grod, 
which proceeds from the conviction that he first 
loved us. God had revealed himself to Jacob as a 
pardoning God, passing by the iniquity of his peni- 
tent, confiding servant, and the effect of this mani- 
festation of undeserved mercy and love, was to unite 

i 

the heart of that servant to his God for ever. 

My brethren, we have endeavoured to apply the 
spiritual lesson taught by Jacob's pillar, more espe- 
cially to you who have passed through trouble, or 
sickness and sorrow i to you, then, we would also de- 
sire to apply Jacob's vow. 

Did your hour of trouble, your chamber of sor- 
row, your bed of sickness, witness no vows ? Have 
you never, in adversity, said, ** If the Lord will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on ;" or in 
sickness, If the Lord will raise me up again ; or, in 
spiritual despondency. If the Lord will keep me in 
this way, that I may come to my Pather'^s house— 
the house with . many mansions, *' then shall the 
Lord be my God ?'* And were not your petitions 
heard^ and the solicited blessing vouchsafed, and 
the hour of spiritual despondency, or of natural 
terror and alarm> permitted to pass away ? How, 
then, have these vows been kqpt ? Have they been 
*<as a morning cloud, and as the early dew?** 
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When the terror of the grave departed, did the reso- 
lutions of sickness depart with it? and are you now 
eagerly seeking the giddy bustle of the worid, to 
brush away the few lingering remains of broken 
V0WS9 and frustrated intentions ? Suffer, then, the 
present example to act as a solemn memento to 
your conscience ; believe that the God of all your 
mercies, who answered your prayers, has also re- 
gistered your vows, and now grieves over the ne- 
glect of them ; he, of whom you once said, " Then 
shall the Lord be my God," sees with a parent's 
feeling that you have forgotten him, and sends this 
message of love to your soul, still willing to recall 
his wandering child, still desirous of bringing you to 
himself. Remember those hours of aiBiction and of 
weakness; remember what you would then have felt, 
could you have been assured that you should have 
been in this place, in your accustomed health, to- 
day. Twenty years after Jacob had vowed, God 
expressly reminded him of that vow. He is now 
mercifully doing the same to you 1 O let it not be 
in vain I Let the solemn season which is before 
you be employed in regaining the vantage ground 
upon which, by the mercy of God, you once stood ; 
retrace your steps, recall the feelings and the reso- 
lutions of these long past hours; dedicate yourself 
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anew to the service of Grod ; come once more to 
the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness, and 
devote " yourself, your soul and body," to the glory 
of your Redeemer. Then, indeed, shall the Lord be 
your God, equally present to bless and comfort you 
in health and sickness, in sorrow and in joy, in time 
and in eternity ! Then shall you find, even while 
on earth, that ''peace of God which passeth all 
understanding;" and when you have departed 
hence, *' an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom and joy of 
your Lord." But if you still turn a deaf ear to him 
that speaketh from heaven ; if you still forget what 
God has done for you, and neglect what you have 
promised him, we would solemnly charge it upon 
your conscience, that this is not the last time that 
you shall think of your wasted resolutions and of 
your broken vows. You shall be reminded of them 
upon another day I in another place ! by another 
speaker 1 • 



LSOTURE III. 237 



LECTURE III. 

GENESIS XXIX. 20. 

*' And Jacob served seven years ibr Rachel, and th%y seemed 
unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her/' 

At the close of the last Lecture, we left Jacob 
at Bethel, where the Almighty had vouchsafed him 
so encouraging a vision, and where he had dedi- 
cated himself to the service of God bv so remark" 
able a vow. 

Many a weary day's journey still lay between 
bim and the place of his destination, and much of 
uncertainty, and danger, and fatigue, overhung his 
solitary path ; yet such was the influence of the 
blessed assurances of the divine presence and pro- 
tection which he received on that first night of his 
pilgrimage, that he proceeded on his journey the 
following morning with feelings of alacrity and joy, 
to which he had long been a stranger. 

The 39th chapter, at which we resume the 
history, commences by saying, ^ Then Jacob went 
on his journey.'* The marginal reading is, ** He lift 
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up his feet/' — ^that being the more literal translation, 
and intending to convey the cheerfulness of heart 
to which we have alluded. The Jewish commen- 
tary upon the verse says, *' His heart lifted up his 
feet ;" very expressive of the buoyancy and light- 
heartedness with which he recommenced his travels. 
We may learn how widely the remainder of this 
long and wearisome journey differed from the first 
day's march, by the brevity with which the inspired 
historian recounts it ; the four hundred miles are 
despatched in a single verse ; for we read, " Then 
Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land 
of the people of the East" 

You, my Christian brethren, who were able to 
sympathize in our last Lecture with this poor 
traveller, in the outset of his solitary pilgrimage ; 
who have known, by painful experience, what it is 
to lie down with a heart ill at peace with God ; 
who have been perplexed with many an anxious 
doubt and fear ; and, perhaps, have carried about 
with you, for months and jrears together, a spirit 
weighed down by a sense of sin, a heart which 
alone knew its own bitterness : but who have now 
received the same assurances which Jacob did of 
forgiveness, of consolation, and support, and, by 
the mercy of God, have been led to that gracious 
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R edeemer who alone can bind up the heart when 
broken, and cheer the spirit when sorrowful, and 
give remission of sin, you will readily enter into the 
feelings with which Jacob recommenced his jour- 
ney, for they are the same blessed feelings With 
which you yourselves are travelling. The way 
before you may be long and wearisome; there 
may be much to humble, to harass, and distress 
you ; but if your feet be indeed " shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace,'* and you have 
for a helmet " the hope of salvation,'* we may not 
doubt that the consolation of Jacob will be your own, 
and that if your spiritual journey were hereafter to 
become the subject of the chronicler, it might, in 
most instances, be described in terms as satisfactory, 
though as brief as these, " They went on their jour- 
ney, and they have entered into the land." 

No sooner do we find Jacob arriving at the 
place of his destination, than we perceive that the 
same Providence which had guided him thither, is 
still " about his path," ordering and arranging aH 
things for his future happiness. The first persons 
with whom he meets, are a company of shepherds, 
iassembling with their flocks for the purpose of 
watering the sheep; and while entering into con- 
versation with them in the free and unrestrained 
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manner natural in those unsophUiticated ages of the 
world, divine Providence brings to the spot the very 
person for whom (as the Almighty had designed) 
the journey of Jacob had been undertaken — Rachel, 
the daughter of Laban, his mother's brother. -No 
sooner did Jacob behold her, than, probably prepos- 
sessed by her appearance, for we are told that she 
" was l)eautiful and well favoured," and certainly 
deeply touched by the merciful kindness of God in 
thus unexpectedly bringing his journey to a favour- 
able issue, while he embraced her, he " lifted up his 
voice and wept" — tears of bitterness for his owa 
faithless misgivings — ^tears of joy^ that his diffi- 
culties were now at an end, and that the object of 
his mission was thus, as it appeared to him, so 
speedily to be obtained. 

"Arise, my son, flee to Laban, my brother, to 
Haran, and tarry with him afew daySy until thy 
brother's fury turn away, then I will send and fetch 
thee from thence," had been his mother's parting 
speech. When he therefore had seen and loved 
Rachel, and had been brought into the house of 
Laban, and dwelt with him a few weeks, he must 
have believed thsrt every day would be the last, and 
that he should soon receive the wished-for message 
of recall. Well spake the Prophet Jeremiah, when 
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he said, ^* O Lord, I know that the way of man is 
not in himself ; it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps." Jacob entered the house of Laban 
for a few days — he remained there twenty years. 
Truly has the word of God declared, " We know 
not what a day may bring forth ;" we know not 
what ** shall be on the morrow;" Most kind and 
merciful that it is so — sin has introduced too much 
of misery into the daily cup which all are called 
upon to drink» without mingling the poison of to- 
morrow with the draught of to-day. It is true that 
there is mucJi of sweet as well as bitter in the 
Christianas cup; that if the word of God has said, 
''the heart knoweth his own bitterness;" it has 
also said, that ''a stranger doth not intermeddle 
with his joy;" that "joy and peace"- are among 
the promised fruits of the Spirit, but alas ! they are 
fruits which never ripen thoroughly here below; 
they require a brighter climate and a warmer sun 
to bring them to perfection : and the dearest child 
of God will never know their full flavour, until he 
partake of them in that blessed country, " where 
the sun shall no more go down," and " where the 
Lord shall be their everlasting light :" where " the 
tree of life," on which alone these fruits grow in 
rich profusion, " yields her fruits every month, and 

21 
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the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations." There these blessed fruits of the Spirit 
will indeed be fully ripened, the sinful anxieties 
which a corrupt heart will, even to the end, be con- 
tinually fostering, will be removed, and the distract- 
ing sorrows which at some period or other introduce 
pain and misery into the bosoms of the holiest of 
the people of God, will then be plucked out and 
cast away for ever. 

In entering the dwelling of Laban, Jacob had 
entered the dwelling of a covetous man, and an 
idolater, who, although he had not renounced a 
nominal dependence upon God, had forsaken the 
true spiritual worship of him. In the company, 
and especially in the service of such a man, there 
was little good to be expected ; and we according- 
ly find that after Jacob had been with him a 
month, Laban, under the most plausible professions 
of disinterestedness, secures the service of his help- 
less relative, by agreeing that Jacob should serve 
him seven years before he bestows upon him the 
promised Rachel. To Jacob, this portion of his 
servitude passed happily and contentedly, and was, 
probably, the most innocent and the least disastrous 
period of his life. Every thought of the difficulties 
of his situation, of the labours and the toils which 
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were increasingly gathering around him, was for- 
gotten in the one heart-engrossing feeling which 
possessed him ; so did this sweeten every trouble, 
and enhance every enjoyment, that the inspired 
writer assures us, " Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days, 
for the love he had to her." No other feeling of 
the human mind could have so shortened and 
sweetened the term of that lengthened bondage. 
Ambition, avarice, fear, and a host of similar pas- 
sions, will all make the bond-slave obedient to the 
beck of the hardest taskmaker, and ready to labour 
even in the fires for the accomplishment of its ob- 
ject ; but there is none, save love, the master-pas- 
sion of the human heart, which can enable its pos- 
sessor to render not only a willing, but a happy 
and joyful obedience; which makes him feel every 
demand upon his time, his thoughts, his energies, 
as too small, too poor, to bestow; which induces 
him when he has done all and more than all that is 
demanded, to feel sorrowful only that more had 
not been required, that he might have borne stil] 
stronger witness to the inexhaustible feeling from 
which his obedience flows. 

My brethren! for what, do you imagine, the 
great Author of our being implanted in us so asto- 
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Dishing and so resistless a feeling? To lavish it 
upon the poor sinful creatures by whom we are 
surrounded t To waste it upon some fickle object 
of our fond and foolish caprice, which, like the 
gourd of Jonah, " comes up in a night and perishes 
in a night ?" Is this probable ; is it possible ? O 
no ! The whole tenor of God's revealed word 
convinces us that He who made the human heart 
and endowed it with this extraordinary capacity, 
made it and endowed it expressly for himself. 
That every application of these all-powerful feel- 
ings which is not in complete subserviency to the 
one great purpose of their existence — the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord — is an act of rob- 
bery towards God. He has said, ^^ My son, give 
me thy heart;'" and he must possess the whole 
heart, or he will reject the blemished sacrifice. 
All religion is intended to produce this principle of 
love; a grateful Jove to God, because ^'he first 
loved us," and has enabled us, through the promise 
in his dear Son, to look forward to the '* recom- 
pence of the reward ;" and a fervent disinterested 
hoe of God from the knowledge of his attributes 
and his character revealed to us in Jesus Christ as 
altogether lovely. He who has given you a heart 
abundantly qualified to love, thus offers himself to 
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you as the only object upon whom that feeling, in- 
finite as are its stores, may exhaust itself without 
sinfulness, and without excess. Other objects may, 
and indeed ought to be loved, dearly, fondly, and 
unceasingly ; but God alone is to be loved with all 
the unbounded feelings of the heart. This is his 
language of mercy to every child of his blessed 
family : ** For you I have given my Son, my own 
and only begotten Son ; and I myself am ready to 
draw you to him : that you may know and receive 
him : though you have sinned, I do not desire your 
punishment ; though you have forfeited life, I have 
no pleasure in your death: come unto him that you 
may be saved ! All I ask of you is, that you 
should love me with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength." 

This is the test of vital religion ; the great and 
palpable distinction between the man of God and 
the man of the world. Both may worship in the 
same temple— offer the same prayers — kneel at the 
same altar ; while the latter feels nothing, knows 
nothing, thinks nothing of this love to God, and the 
former not only lovos him, but with so much sin- 
cerity and ardour, that he is able to say with the 
Psalmist, " Whom have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I desire in compari- 
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SOD of thee.*' Can we conceive a greater difl^- 
ence than must be perceptible to the eye of God 
between two such worshippers! If there be a 
proof needed of the great internal change, which 
must take place in every human heart, before it is 
fitted for the society of heaven, and an eternal re- 
sidence near the throne of the Almighty, surely an 
awful proof is here; only make the subject before 
you one of individual, of personal inquiry, and you 
will confess that there is. You did not by nature 
love God ; perhaps you do not now love him ; then 
it is evident that you could not be happy in his 
company, that you could not rejoice to find your- 
self in his immediate presence. Alas ! then, you 
are not educating for heaven; your feelings are 
not in unison with those of its mhabitants; your 
heart could not rejoice, or your voice harmonize 
with theirs. You would feel yourself a stranger in 
the midst of that loved and loving multitude ; you 
could not unite with them in the new song; the 
never-ceasing praises of their boundless love would 
be discord to your ears. 

Think seriously of this, I beseech you, my be- 
loved brethren ; probe yourselves deeply to ascer- 
tain whether the religion you profess has taken root 
in your affectionSf the seat of all true and scriptural 
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religion. Is the heart influenced by it 1 Does it 
burn within you at the thoughts of these things ? or 
is it alive to every other theme — kindling at the 
name of other friends, but cold, languid, dead to 
the name of Jesus, and the soul-inspiring themes of 
God and heaven ? It is melancholy to think how 
much of the semblance of spiritual life may exist, 
while the reality is absent. There may be a regular 
attendance upon all the outward duties of religion, 
there may be a conscientious observance of the 
laws and ordinances of God, and an habitual 
respect and reverence, and fear of him, while there 
is not a single spark of heartfelt, influential fove, 
sanctifying every thought, and word, and work, to 
the glory of God. 

It was the possession of this feeling which so 
eminently characterized the early disciples of our 
Lord, which enabled them to estimate the heaviest 
trials, the severest persecutions, which man could 
invent, as '^ the light affliction which is but for a 
moment,*' compared with the exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, which they were anticipating. It 
was the thought of" being with Christ, which is far 
better" than the happiest portion here below, that 
gilded all their sufferings and made them ardently 
long, while they patienily waited, for their sum- 
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moDS into the presence of him of whom the apostle 
says, •• Unto you therefore which believe he is 
precumsJ* If you are conscious that you do not 
possess this love of Gk)d, seek it early and late, 
search. for it as a hidden treasure until you find it; 
you cannot find it except you be aU peace with God 
through Jesus Christ ; for you cannot love even a 
fellow-creature, because you are told, or because 
you think it a duty to love; you must first see 
-something attractive in the object of love, or you 
must be sensible that you yourself are loved ; thus 
is it also with regard to God. You cannot love 
him because the Bible commands you, or because 
the preacher urges you; you cannot love him 
until you know him as the Being full of kind- 
ness, full of mercy, which he really is; until 
you believe what he has himself assured you, that 
** God is love ;" until you have a good hope through 
grace, that he has ''blotted out as a thick cloud 
your transgressions, and as a cloud your sins," and 
beholds you with tender compassion through the 
Son of his love, the Lord Jesus Christ. Obtain 
this blissful feeling, and it will amply repay you for 
all the anxieties of the search. Nay, if you are 
even required to sow for it in tears, the harvest 
will richly reward you, for you will reap in joy. 
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Religion will no longer be a gloomy subject, or its 
duties a hard service ; you will be called indeed to 
labour, but it will be a labour of love ; you will be 
constrained to walk in the '' strait and narrow 
way," but it will be " the love of Christ which con- 
straineth you ;" and though, like Jacob, your years 
of servitude may be many and your labours nu- 
merous, you will, in the end, with sincerity and joy, 
declare, like him, that they have " seemed but a few 
days," for the love you have to that Being for 
whom you laboured. 

In resuming the narrative before us, w^e find that 
Jacob had still new lessons to learn in that painful 
and humiliating truth upon which we dwelt in our 
last discourse : '^ Be sure your sin will find you 
out." The seven years of servitude are, indeed, 
over, but Rachel, the promised reward, is still with- 
held. Laban, by a most wicked and abominable 
fraud, deceives Jacob into the marriage of Leah, 
the elder sister ; mocking him, when the deceit had 
proved successful, by a reference to a custom, 
which there is every reason to believe never 
existed, viz. that the younger daughter could not 
be married before the first-born. It was thus that 
he, who had deceived his own father, receives the 
punishment of his sin, by being deceived in turn by 
bis father-in-law — ^tbus that Jacob was to learn that 
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the Lord will not away with the iniquities of his 
people ; that though they " find a place for repent- 
ance," and are again accepted in the Beloved^ the 
Almighty teaches them, as Gideon '* taught the men 
of Succoth," by " the thorns and briers^^ with which 
he scourged them, that they have " erred and stray- 
ed from his ways like lost sheep ;" that, if they will 
wander from the fold, although, " the good Shep- 
herd knows his sheep," and will " leave the ninety 
and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which 
is lost, until he find it, and when he hath found it, 
he layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing," yet they 
must not be surprised to be brought back wounded 
and lacerated, smarting from the efl!ects of their 
own folly and sin. 

A new term of servitude now opens upon Jacob, 
who, though permitted to marry the beloved Ra- 
chel, is required to labour for his avaricious kins- 
man seven years longer, at the close of which we 
are not surprised to find him, under the divine di- 
rection, anxiously desiring to depart — " Send me 
away," is the language of Jacob, " that I may go 
unto mine own place, and to my country." Jacob 
bad in Laban's house obtained his wives, and his 
children, and his cattle, and he was now in a situa- 
tion to establish himself with respectability in any 
quarter of the land — but he remembered that this 
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was not his promised home ; that the God of his 
fathers had revealed to him, that the land on which 
he lay at Bethel, the whole land of Canaan, should 
be the possession of himself and of his seed for 
ever. 

In this declaration, therefore, of Jacob, " Send 
me away, that I may go to my own country," 
there was something more than the mere longing of 
the natural man for the land of his nativity ; we be- 
hold in it the strong and influential faith of these 
ancient patriarchs, believing implicitly the promises 
of their God, that the land, of which not an acre 
belonged to them, should in due time, be wholly 
theirs ; that their seed should be as the stars of hea- 
ven, and that from their loins should spring the 
Saviour of the world. It was thus, that not only 
Abraham, but Jacob also, " rejoiced to see Christ's 
day, and saw it, and was glad." In looking to Ca- 
naan, they looked to heaven, which it typified, and 
seeing those promises afar off, "they were per- 
suaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." 
and that they " desired a better country, that is, an 
heavenly." 

Such is the beautiful comment of the apostle to 
the Hebrews, upon the faith of the patriarchs* 
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My ChristiaD brethren, these were the feeliogs 
which made Jacob desire, as soon as his services 
were finished, to be dismissed, that he might return 
to his country and his home. And ought not these 
to be supereminently the feelings of you upon whom 
the ends of the world are closing ? Does not your 
daily experience, as well as the word of God, as- 
sure you that " here you have no continuing city ?'' 
Can you truly say, that you are " seeking one to 
come ?" Doubtless the ties by which Jacob was 
bound to the land in which he had lived so long, 
and, in some respects, so happily, were powerful 
and numerous; but all those ties were broken at 
the thoughts of Canaan, and the desire of being 
there. None of you whom I address, are without 
some ties which fetter you to earth ; but, while as 
Christians you delight yourself in them, (as the 
mercy of our heavenly Father permits and intend- 
ed,) jealously watch lest they bind you too closely to 
earth, — lest they keep you too far from heaven. 
Beware that the gifts widen not the space between 
you and the Giver ! that a beloved parent, husband, 
or child, engross not your whole heart, and induce 
an overweening desire to linger in the land of your 
servitude. ** This is not your rest," is sounded in 
our ears by every passing bell; are you then 
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Striving to hold these ties so loosely, that at the 
word of your God, you could be content to separate 
them for ever ? This is, indeed, no less your inte- 
rest, than your duty ; for doubly painful will be the 
pang of separation, if it come unlooked for, and find 
you unprepared. Learn to think habitually of these 
earthly blessings, not as the gifts, but as the loans 
of your heavenly Father, which may be resumed at 
any moment that his sovereign will shall call for 
them ; and, to obtain these feelings, live continually 
as on the threshold of heaven, ** looking for, and 
hastening unto, the coming of the day of God," 
cultivating that unworldly posture of mind, and 
spirituality of heart, and, above all, that love for 
your Redeemer, which will enable you, when (like 
the beloved apostle) you hear the voice of your Lord, 
saying, ** Surely I come quickly," to reply with 
sincerity and joy, "Even so come, Lord Jesus," 
Thus, when the close of your services here on 
earth has arrived, and you have done the work 
which God has given you to do, there will be no 
impatient repining, no querulous desire for a little 
longer respite j it will be enough for you to know, 
that He who has condescended to employ you has 
no further need of your services here below, but 
that " there remaineth a rest or" you among " the 
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people of God," and the language of your heart 
-will be, in all meekness and humility, ^* Lord, send 
me away, that I may go to the place and to the 
country" which Thou bast prepared for me, through 
the love of thy dear Son. 
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GENESIS XXXU. 11. 

** Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the hand <^ my brother, 

from the hand of Esau.'' 

EirGAGED as we have now been for some time 
past, in considering the important passages in the 
life of Jacob, we cannot help experiencing feelings 
of disappointment, that we have never yet beheld 
him in any situation, of which we could truly say, 
** This is happiness,*' We commenced his life with 
the prophetical assurances that Grod should give to 
Jacob ** of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of 
the earth, and plenty of corn and wine;" that 
cursed should be every one that cursed him, and 
blessed every one that blessed him; and yet, 
throughout the whole period of which we have 
hitherto spoken, although more than fourscore 
years had passed over him, we have found him 
still a dependent, enjoying, indeed, much of the 
protecting presence and guidance of his Godr but 
by no means distinguished for worldly affluence 
or prosperity. 
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We are now, however, to behold him in a new 
character, as a wealthy man, accompanied by his 
wives and numerous family, surrounded by his 
oxen and his asses, his men-servants and his maid- 
servants, and returning to his own country and his 
own place. 

If we have, in the former part of Jacob's his- 
tory, had occasion to observe how little cause 
there is for repiniog, although our lat be placed 
among the poor and the destitute, so long as we 
possess a well-grounded hope that the Lord is our 
God, and we are his people, we shall now have 
equal reason to remark, how little cause there is 
for exulting, although the highest worldly advan- 
tages be our own, unless accompanied by the same 
blessing, the continual presence, and abiding influ- 
ence of our Heavenly Father, reconciled by the 
blood of his Son. 

We learn, from the beginning of the 32d chap- 
ter, that Jacob, having entirely freed himself from 
Laban, and about to return to his father's house, 
was obliged to pass through the country of Edom, 
which was in the possession of his brother Esau. 
The last tidings which we heard of Esau^ were, 
that deeply exasperated at the duplicity of Jacob, 
he had resolved to take away his life. It was to 
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escape this peril that Jacob had been so long an 
alien and an outcast from 'the parental roof; while, 
therefore, we feel how striking an evidence it offers 
of Jacob's implicit trust in the Almighty, that, at 
the command of God, he should thus venture un* 
armed through the territories of one so hostile and 
so powerful as his unreconciled brother, we cannot 
help feeling considerable anxiety as to the manner 
in which he will be received* Will Esau, now that 
the hour of vengeance, for which be had so long 
waited, has arrived — will he fulfil the threatening, 
which has been for twenty year-s in abeyance, and 
destroy the helpless Jacob, his wives, a,mlt'hi9 little 
ones, and possess himself of tbe prey?/. Of will 
the natural sympathies of our nature be awakened 
within his bosom, and induce him to meet his 
enemy and his supplanter, as a brother and a 
friend ? 

If we, my brethren, cannot but feel some int^ 
rest in the result of these inquiries, what must have 
been felt by Jacob ? It requires but little know* 
ledge of the human heart, to be assured that a 
time of intense anxiety and trial was approaching 
him, and that the possession of all the worldly ad- 
vantages with which the Almighty had so lately 
blessed him, would rather tend to increase, than 
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diminish those anxieties, by holding out only a 
richer booty to the sword of Esau and his fol- 
lowers. 

During his years of servitude, doubtless Jacob 
had often thought— If these weary years were 
over — if I had but obtained Rachel for my wife, 
and the affluence which the Almighty has promised 
me for my worldly portion, how perfect would be 
my happiness; how utterly beyond the reach of 
any outward circumstances to affect or trouble it ! 
Both these desires had now been granted; Ra- 
chel had become his wife, and the wealth of La- 
ban had, by the remarkable interpositions of the 
Almighty, passed into Jacob's hands; but where 
was the unruffled happiness for which he had 
panted? Like the horizon, it had fled from bis 
approach ! 

And is it not thus, my brethren, with many 
among yourselves? Have you not often placed 
some wished-for object before your eyes; some 
darling scheme ; some eagerly anticipated connex- 
ion ; some expected aggrandizement of wealth or 
station, with the acquirement of which, you confi- 
dently believe, that all your desires will be fulfilled, 
and your worldly happiness be unspeakably pro- 
moted ? It is in vain we tell you that you will as- 
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suredly be disappointed ; that you carry an immor- 
tal soul within you which nothing infinite, nothing 
transitory, can fu)ly satisfy; this is one of those 
points upon which the words of the preacher are 
wholly inefficient Experience will convince you, 
but nothing short of this can avail. If we were 
even able to demonstrate that it had been so in 
every other instance, you would still believe your 
own case to be an exception ; you would say. My 
hopes are built upon a better foundation ; 1 know 
what I am expecting; I have well considered its 
incalculable advantages; I have not entirely ex- 
cluded the Almighty from my visions of future 
happiness, and therefore I do not fear that they 
should disappoint me. Alas ! you will not know 
until you enter upon the possession of this antici- 
pated happiness, how little the Almighty has, in 
reality, been considered in these scenes of worldly 
bliss, and how much the pleasures of time and 
sense have predominated. What, then, will be the 
inevitable consequence? That if you are a child 
of God you will assuredly experience disappoint- 
ment in every enjoyment short of God himself. 
There will always be some trial or some alarm, 
meeting you (like Jacob) before the first dawn of 
bliss has passed away, to convince you of its insuf- 
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ficiency, and to prevent you from resting in it 
Wherever you propose to nestle, there your hea- 
venly Father will plant a thorn; until you are 
driven, like a bird, from spray to spray, and ^'om 
leaf to leaf, and taught by painful experience, that 
Grod, and God alone, is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting the *' dwelling'place" of his people. 

But we must return to Jacob, that we may learn 
by his example to prepare for the trials which we 
cannot avert. We are told that he first sends 
messengers to Esau to endeavour to deprecate his 
resentment, and to obtain his favour, '* and he com- 
manded them, saying. Thus shall ye speak unto my 
lord Esau, Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have so- 
journed with Laban and stayed there until now; 
and I have oxen and asses, and flocks, and men- 
servants and women-servants ; and I have sent to 
tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight" 

If the most unafiected courtesy united to the 
most sincere humility, could have availed to soften 
the heart of Esau, surely this message of kindness 
must have brought back an answer of afifection and 
forgiveness; but no such effects were produced. 
The messengers returned to Jacob without a word 
of tenderness in reply ; nay, rather with intelligence 
which might have appalled the boldest heart — << We 
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came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and fawr hundred men with himJ*^ 
This was indeed most fearful news for Jacob ; truly 
it verified the experience of the Psalmist in after 
days : <' I labour for peace, but when I speak to them 
thereof they make them ready to battle.*' " Then 
Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed, and he 
divided the people that were with him into two 
bands, and said. If Esau come to the one company 
and smite it, then the other company which is left 
shall escape." Thus leaving no human means un- 
attempted to avert the. impending calamity, uniting 
the wisdom of the serpent to the confiding simpli- 
city of the dove, and by this wise and prudent ar- 
rangement, ensuring (however hostile might be the 
intentions of his brother) the safety of at least a por- 
tion of his family and his property. 

It may perhaps be said, all the means adopted by 
this man of God might have been adopted by any 
other man under similar circumstances. They 
were proofs indeed of forethought, prudence, and a 
suflicient degree of worldly wisdom, but there is 
nothing which evidences the superiority of the godly 
man over the worldly man in all this. My brethren, 
we acknowledge it; and we will acknowledge it 
in more than in one instance before us; we will 
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confess that the observation would equally hold 
good in other cases as in the subject of our present 
history. We readily admit that there are many 
circumstances in life, in which, to the outward ob- 
server, the- real Christian and the merely moral and 
upright man of the world, appear to act from simi- 
lar motives and with equal wisdom ; there are even 
some in which the worldly man will appear to the 
greater advantage, and seem to take the higher 
ground, and to act perhaps with more decision and 
magnanimity than the Christian ; and had you beheld 
Jacob marshalling bis families, his flocks, and his 
herds, on the present occasion, this might have been 
your opinion of the incident before us; The bold 
man would have said. Why did Jacob thus cow- 
ardly make arrangements only for defeat? Why 
did he not endeavour to defend what was so justly 
dear to him? The timid man might have said, 
Why, when in such imminent peril, did he not at once 
turn and fly, and thus, since opposition was so evi- 
dently useless, secure all that God had given him ! 
My brethren, the Christian's answer to both these in- 
quiries is equally obvious — ^Jacob was in the path of 
duty, following the directions and marching under 
the commands of his heavenly leader, therefore he 
could not fly. But Jacob had already learnt, by 
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bitter experience, the danger of hastening blessings 
by unjustifiable exertions; he had se^n that the 
weapons of human warfare, violence, deceit, and 
subtlety, did but injure the cause they attempted to 
promote ; he had deeply and justly suffered formerly 
for obtaining the blessing by an arm of flesh, he 
was resolved not to promote the fulfilment of it by 
the same unhallowed means, therefore he could not 
fight. The bystander could enter into neither of 
these motives, and might therefore fairly make the 
objections we have imagined. 

It is thus that the Christian so often appears con- 
temptible in the eyes of the men of this world. 
They cannot appreciate his conduct, because they 
know not the laws by which he is governed. 
For instance, you are in difficulties, and a single 
step would place you beyond the reach of them — a 
trivial act of injustice, or a little equivocation, 
known only to your own conscience and to God, or 
the evincing what is termed a proper spirit, would 
at once emancipate you : to the mere man of the 
world it is perfectly inexplicable that you do not 
take this step ; he sees no impediment, and there- 
fore cannot conceive that any thing but obtuseness 
of intellect, or weakness of judgment, could make 
you hesitate. These are cases very trying to the 
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feelings of the natural heart ; you perceive as clear- 
ly a8 those around you, the advantages which a 
little deviation from the strait and narrow way 
would purchase you. But then you *• hear a voice 
they cannot hear, you see a hand they cannot see," 
you feel that to your own master you stand or fall, 
that that master has already drawn the line upon 
which you are to walk, and that in comparison 
with his approval, the applause or censure of the 
whole world is but as dust upon the balance. The 
question you ask therefore is simply, what does the 
Lord require of me 1 and having ascertained (as far 
as the grace of God enables you) what is the will of 
your heavenly Father, you must pursue it through 
evil report and good report, undeterred by the cla- 
mours of designing enemies, and uninfluenced by the 
opinion of mistaken friends. You will neglect no 
means which are perfectly compatible with the will 
of your God : you will adopt none upon which you 
cannot most conscientiously invoke his presence 
and his blessing ; and having employed the means, 
you will leave the event to heaven, casting all your 
cares upon God, knowing that " he careth for you." 
But we must endeavour more minutely to apply 
the instructive incident before us. Do we; at the 
present moment, address any who are placed in 
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circumstances of peculiar difficulty or trial 1 Do 
these difficulties assail you upon the course which 
you have every reason to believe Grod has appoint- 
ed for you to walk in? and are you sometimes 
tempted to think, if this were really the path of 
duty, should I so continually meet these hinderances 
and these difficulties ? Let the example before you 
suggest consolation and encouragement. God him- 
self bad commanded Jacob to enter upon the jour- 
ney, to travel the very road upon which we find 
him : it could not therefore be a question whether 
he were in the path of duty, and yet he had pro- 
ceeded little more than a week upon the appointed 
way, when he encountered the appalling difficulty 
of which we speak. Be not, therefore, led to doubt 
whether the path upon which you are walking be of 
God's appointment, because only it is difficult. The 
spiritual path of the Christian is never one of un- 
mixed gratification. He, who himself put on a 
crown of thorns, nev^r intended that his followers 
^ouU wear a crown of flowers. He, who has told 
you to take up your cross daily and follow him^ 
well knew that you would not be able truly to fol- 
low him without having daily crosses to take up. 
He» who promised, that if you suffered you should 
also rdgn with him> loves his people too dearly to 
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withhold that which is so essential to the fitting 
them for himself. "Beloved," says St. Peter, 
"think it not strange concerning the. fiery trial, 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you, but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's* sufierings, that when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy." The Christian's course is, indeed, 
" from a cross to a crown," and, though we would 
not have you seek crosses, God forbid that you 
should shrink from them, when fairly encountered 
in the cause of Christ, and in the way of his com- 
mandments. But do you still further ask. If my 
situation, difficult as it truly is, be that which Pro- 
vidence has appointed me, and if, therefore, I may 
not timidly fly from it, how may I hope to be 
enabled to persevere 1 we again say, observe the 
e^tample before you, Jacob did not fly, neither did 
he fight; his refuge was in prayer. Carefully lay 
this to heart — "the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal." Happy would it have been for the 
church of Christ, if his followers had, in all ages, 
remembered this ; happy for you, my brethren, if 
you are never tempted to forget it; you will not 
conquer by re^stance, but like Jacob by prayer* 
Prayer will furnish you with weapons, from the 
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armoury of heaven — weapons, not of offence, but 
of defence. A throne of grace is, to the Christian, 
the citadel where he will aiways^ find a protector to 
aid, and the home where there is always a Father 
to listen to him. " I must tell this to my God," was 
the affecting observation of a Christian slave, while 
writhing under the lash of a cruel taskmaster! 
There was no one else who would hear him, no other 
being who could sympathize with him or relieve him. 
How many are the crosses of the Christian which 
ought only to be divulged to this never-failing friend ; 
how many sorrows which can be poured into no 
bosom but that of his Redeemer 1 It is thus, that when 
you are weak, then are you strong ; when, with the 
prophet, your "eyes fail with looking upwards," 
and you cry, " O Lord, I am oppressed, undertake 
for me," then you are sure of victory. 

Very interesting is it to the Christian to observe 
this method of relief so plainly marked out by the 
conduct of the patriarch, whose life we are re- 
viewing. Follow Jacob from the scene of all 
those prudent arrangements to which we have ad- 
verted, go with him from the field into the tent, 
and behold how he is employed : you will find him 
on his knees before the footstool of his heavenly 
Father, acknowledging, that every other aid is 
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vain ; and that, after all his efforts, his streDgth 10 
in the Lord his God. Mark the language in which 
lie thus pours out his overburdened soul before the 
mercy-seat : " O God of n)y father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst loito 
me, Return unto thy country and to thy kindred* 
and I will deal well with thee ; I am not worthy of 
the least of all the mercies and of all the truth 
which thou hast shown unto thy servant ; for with 
my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am 
become two bands. Deliver me, I pray thee, from 
the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau ;" 
for ** thou saidst, I will surely do thee good." 

Observe the humility, the gratitude, the confi* 
dence which these petitions breathe. How worthy 
the imitation of the Christian, how admirable a 
model for ourselves ! They are grounded simply 
upon the covenant into which the Almighty had 
entered with these holy men of old, " the ever- 
lasting covenant ordered in all things and sure;" 
and is not this also the Christian's strength in prayer f 
When you pray, said our divine Master, say, ** Our 
Father which art in heaven." It is *< the spirit of 
adoption,^ which can alone enable you to address 
the Almighty thus ; possessing this spirit, you pray 
to a God with whom you are already in covenant ; 
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your petitions are grounded upon a solemn promise ; 
you speak to One who ha? pledged himself tb hear 
the petitions of them that ask in his Son's name, 
and therefore, while you know and acknowledge 
that you are unworthy of the least of all the mer- 
cies which God has showed unto his serva nt, you 
are enabled tp come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that you may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. " O that there were such a heart" 
in every one of us! then indeed we might hope 
that the " words of our lips, and the meditations of 
our hearts, would be always acceptable in the sight 
of God, our strength and our Redeemer." 

Again observe the gratitude visible in this address* 
He reminds God of what He had done for him, 
feeling assured by this of what He will do ; '< with 
my staff," and nothing but my staff, '' I passed over 
this Jordan, and now I am become two bands' ;f 
how blessed, how multiplied! If this arguttieiit 
were powerful in the mouth of Jacob, who only re- 
verted to temporal blessings, surely it is irresistible 
when flowing from the heart of the true believer. 
Behold, O heavenly Father, what thou hast already 
done for me I It is thine own work, thine own un- 
deserved mercy ; by the grace of God I am what 
I am. Thou wilt not forsake me now. When 
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thou first beheld me, I was an alien, from thee, 
poorer than the poorest of thy servants, banished 
from thy presence, and yet me ^ hast thou quick- 
ened, who was dead in trespasses and sins." Surely 
these former mercies are pledges of future; for if, 
as the apostle says, '< while we were enemies, "we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life," 

Again, observe the confidence in the promises 
of his heavenly Father, manifested in this prayer 
of Jacob : " Thou saidstf I will surely do thee 
good." It was on this account that Jacob felt 
convinced that God would do him good; it was 
enough for him that God had said it ; for^^ Grod is 
not man that he should lie, or the son of man that 
he should repent/' This humble but unshaken con** 
fidence is the very soul of prayer. Come thus to 
the throne of grace, pleading the exceeding great 
and precious promises of your God, and you will 
never be sent empty away. ** Put me in remem- 
brance, (says Grod,) let us plead together, de* 
clare thou that thou mayest be justified.^^ What- 
ever be the blessing that you desire, put the AU 
mighty in remembrance of the promise by which 
He has ensured it to you« It is his own direction. 
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and therefore cannot be unavailing. Do you re* 
quire forgiveness? take with you this promise, 
** Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow." Do you need protection? remind 
the Lord that He has said, '<I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee." Do you seek acceptance 7 
He has declared, '* Him that cometh unto me, I 
will in no wise cast out" Happy is it for the 
Christian, when he can faithfully plead and con- 
tentedly repose his soul upon such promises as 
these, he will have no cause for alarm ; the ^* enemy 
may come in like a flood, but the spirit of the Lord 
shall lift u^) a standard against him." 

There are times, we trust, when many among 
you pray thus, and for a little season, the glow of 
devotion and the fire of faith continue ; but, alas ! 
in most of us, how speedily quenched 1 how soon 
exchanged for the trifling thoughts or vain imagi- 
nations suggested by the world around us I No 
doubt Jacob participated in this weakness of our 
fallen nature, for he was a ** man subject to like 
passions as we are;" it was therefore necessary 
that he should be taught the important lesson 
which our blessed Lord and his. disciples have so 
continually laboured to impress upon us, viz., that 
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** men ought always to pray and not to faint;" and 
observe, how remarkably he was taught it ! 

Then, continues the inspired historian, ''Jacob 
wats left alone, and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day." This man, as we 
learn from the 30th verse, was no less a person than 
God, called by the prophet Hosea, "the angel," 
** the Lord of Hosts," or Jehovah, « the messenger 
of the covenant," the Liord Jesus Christ, who 
under similar appearances had communed with 
Adam and Noah, Abraham and Lot '' And when 
he saw 'that he prevailed not against him, he 
touched the hollow of his thigh, and the hollow of 
Jacob's thigh was out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. And he said. Let me go, for the day breaketh. 
And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me." << And he blessed him there." 

In this most mysterious transaction, however 
inexplicable may be the fact^ the lesson to be im- 
parted is sufficiently obvious. It was to teach 
Jacob, as the holy men of old were often taught, 
by act and not by word, that no blessing would 
God deny to persevering prayer. It is thus that 
the prophet Hosea explains it when he says, '' By 
his strength, Jacob had power with God ; yea, he 
had power over the angel and prevailed ; he wept 
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and made supplication;" an instaoceof that holy per- 
severance by which our Lord assures us, ** the king* 
dom of heaven until now suffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force." But lest Jacob should at* 
tribute his success to his own strength, ** the uncre- 
ated angel" who wrestled with him, by a single touch 
lamed him for life, to convince him that God did not 
want the power, but the will to conquer him ; that 
God is not constrained by the prayers of his people, 
but that he, in love and mercy, permits faithful, per- 
severing prayer to be omnipotent. 

Then did the Almighty reveal to Jacob, by the 
change of his name, the astonishing nature of the 
conflict in which he had been engaged. He saidt 
'' Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but 
Israel, for as a prince hast thou power with GOD 
and with men, and hast prevailed." 

My Christian brethren, the time will not allow 
me to dwell at any length upon the application of 
this most remarkable incident ; but, oh I let it not 
be disregarded. If Jacob's petitions have sug- 
gested matter for prayer, let his wrestling suggest 
the manner — that prayer must be continued, perse- 
vering, and ardent, as well as faithful, humble, and 
confiding. Meditate upon it in the way of serious 
self*examination. Inquire whether you know any 
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thing experimentally of this vrestKng with Ghxl. 
We admit that it is a highly figurative expression, 
but if there be meaning in language, it cannot re- 
present the poor, cold, formal services which we 
too often misname prayer. In the wrestler, every 
limb, every muscle, every faculty is engaged, and 
his grasp once taken, he never relaxes his hold, 
until he has gained the object for which he is 
struggling. Is there any thing in your holiest ef- 
forts at the throne of grace at all resembling this ? 
Yet this is prayer! That earnest application to 
the Father of our spirits which engages every feel- 
ing and affection of the heart, every thought and 
faculty of the mind, which, if we may so express 
ourselves, teaches us to cling around the mercy- 
seat, and never to relax our hold and rise from our 
knees without the blessing. Pray thus persever- 
ingly, and you will pray effectually ; " when thou 
shalt call," as the prophet has declared, ** the Lord 
shall answer thee; when thou shalt cry, he shall 
say, Here I am." Thus like Jacob shall you have 
power with God and shall prevail. Whatever dis- 
couragements you may meet with in coming to a 
throne of grace, be not deterred, remember that 
on the very spot where God had lamed Jacob, 
thei:e, even there, he blessed him. Be assured that 
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your greater discouragements are only preludes to 
greater blessings, that your eVer gracious Interces* 
sor is at the present moment as tender, as willing 
to hear the cry of his children, as in the days of 
his flesh; that now, as then, he cannot close his 
ears or his heart to persevering prayer ; continue, 
therefore, to intreat him, pray without ceasing, and 
you will, in his own good time, assuredly receive 
the wished-for answer, ** Great is thy faith, be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt" 
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LECTURE V. 

GENESIS XXXIII. 4. 

** And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on 
his neck and kissed him, and Ihey wept." 

Oua last discourse brought us to that period in 
the history of Jacob, in which, after having seen 
him making every preparation that prudence could 
dictate against the hostile approach of his brother, 
we beheld him committing himself in humble, fer- 
vent prayer to the Grod of his salvation, spreading 
before the Lord the anxieties and apprehensions 
which filled his bosom, and engaged throughout 
the live long night, in '' weeping and making sup- 
plication" until he ** had power with God and pre- 
vailed." We are to commence our present obser- 
vations by endeavouring to trace the effect of this 
prayer, and to behold the manner in which, in an- 
swer to Jacob's petitions, the Almighty averted the 
threatened calamity. Before we enter upon this 
investigation, we cannot refrain from endeavouring 
to strengthen those observations upon prayer which 
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formed a prominent feature of our last discourse, 
by remarking how powerful an inducement is of- 
fered to the prayers of the Christian by the consi- 
deration» that the Word of God furnishes us with 
so many instances of answets to the petitions of his 
people** 

God would have acted with equal justice, and 
man would have been equally without excuse, had 
the Bible not recorded a single answer to prayer ; 
had the Almighty contented himself with command- 
ilig us to pray, and promising to hear us without 
revealing to us any particular instances in which 
the command had been obeyed and the promise ful- 
filled. What additional obligations then do the in- 
junctions to prayer possess, since our heavenly 
Father has in mercy permitted them to be accom- 
panied by so many astonishing instances of accom- 
pliahment Peculiar, indeed, must be the situation 
of that Christian who cannot loo^ into the pages 
of God's word, and find some instances id which 
his own particular necessity^ be it what it may, 
has been experienced by the saints of old, and been 
made the subjects of their petitions, and been re- 

* fW a connected view of the answers to prayer, coo-: 
tuned in the Scriptures, see a very iaterestii^ little work, 
denopoinaied ** The Adiievements of Prayer." 

24 



278 LEOTURE V. 

moved or alleviated in answer to their prayers. 
My brethren, if you would really allow these in- 
stances their due weight in your minds, prayer 
would acquire an importance and a value of which 
you have, perhaps, at present but little conception. 
There is nothing in the Bible to lead you to imagine 
that God attended more earnestly to the prayers of 
the patriarchs, or answered them more readily, 
than he now answers your own ; — every thing to 
assure you that " whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer 
believing, ye shall receive," Whence comes it, 
then, that, to so many amongst us, prayer appears 
comparatively to have lost its value? Whence is 
it that compared with these men of old, this heart- 
felt intercourse with our Creator and Redeemer 
occupies so small a portion of our lives ? Is it that 
we have less sorrow, less necessity, less sin than 
they had ? Is it not rather that we have less faith 7 
We do not believe that God really hears the 
prayers and answers the petitions of all who faith- 
fully seek him, and therefore we have no heart for 
prayer. My brethren, I would appeal to your 
own consciences whether there be not too much of 
truth in this. You perhaps consider prayer as a 
duty, and would not, from feelings of obedience 
towards Grod, upon any consideration, absolutely 
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neglect it ; so far this is well, but it is very differ- 

ent from that true appreciation, that real enjoyment 

of close and intimate communion with God, which 

could induce a saint of old to exclaim, ^* As the 

hart panteth for the water brooks, so pante h my 

soul after thee, O God ! My soul thirsteth for the 

living God : when shall I come and appear before 

God?" These are the feelings which can alone 

render prayer an enjoyment and a delight Are 

these then the feelings with which you approach a 

throne of grace t or does so much of formality and 

faithlessness mingle with your performance of this 

great duty, that many a petition is offered, and 

many a , prayer poured forth, without any very 
deep consideration of the Being you address, or 

any very heartfelt conviction for which you seek ? 

In too many instances, judging from our own 

hearts, we fear it is so; and the consequence 

of this is, that prayer is comparatively neglected ; 

it has indeed still its stated hours, or rather its 

stated moments, in the daily occupation of the 

Christian, but like some obsolete custom which 

is not literally banished, but continues to be borne 

with, rather out of compliment to time and usages 

that have passed away, and from a kindly feeling 

towards the habits of our forefathers, than from 

any peculiar interest which we take in the ob- 
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servance itself; so with too many, the tnorniDg 
and the evening still see then) on their knees, still 
hear the words of prayer passing thoughtlessly 
from their lips, but the actual intention of the 
service is overlooked and forgotten. It is no longer 
the season to which the full heart is looking with 
anxious delight throughout the busy hours of ne- 
cessary occupation, as the time when it, will be 
able to unburden itself into the bosom of a friend ; 
no longer the season in which, if hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, we should rejoice, as 
ministering to us of ** the hidden manna,'' and the 
refreshing streams of '^ the water of life;" but the 
hour which we almost regret must intervene be- 
tween our employments and our repose, and which 
we gladly avail ourselves of every plausible excuse 
to abbreviate or to omit The natural consequence 
of this is, that when we are driven by affliction, or 
trial, or difficulty, to seek in earnest the throne of 
grace, we go to God as strangers ; there is a feeling 
of shyness and awkwardness pervading all our in- 
tercourse with heaven, much resembling that which 
necessarily marks our correspondence with an ab- 
sent friend, when it has been long intermitted, or 
our first meeting with a casual acquaintance after 
long absence. How widely different from these 
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holy men of old ! They invariably lived at all times 
near to God, and the natural result was that no 
sooner did afSiction assail or difficulty oppress 
them, than they turned for refuge to the mercy- 
seat, poured forth their complaints with humble 
Confidence into the ear of a father, firmly believing 
that what they << asked faithfully they should ob- 
tain effectually," and they were never disappointed ; 
they received ** help from the sanctuary and were 
strengthened out of Zion." The truth of these as- 
sertions, as they refer to yourselves, I leave to the 
convictions of your own consciences ; as they refer 
to the holy men of old, the history before us will 
abundantly verify. 

Jacob having passed the night in fervent prayer, 
and having, by this holy violence, overcome (as we 
explained in our last) that supernatural visitant who 
wrestled with him, and obtained on that same spot 
the blessing, proceeds the following morning on his 
journey. He knew that the dreaded interview must 
still take place ; that E&^u and his four hundred 
armed men must be encountered : but he no longer 
trembles for the issue. Before he had thus " cast all 
his care upon God," we were told that even at the 
mere mention of Esau's threatened visit he was 
*^ greatly afraid and distressed ;" now, as the in- 

24* 
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spired historian relates, "Jacob lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, Esau came, and with him four 
hundred men,** but not a word of Jacob's fear. The 
Lord had promised that he should ** have power 
with God and man, and should prevail,*' and Jacob 
implicitly believed the promise; he knew not in 
what manner -God would deliver him, and, there- 
fore, he still adopted all the precautionary mea- 
sures to which we before adverted; but he knew 
that God vmdd deliver him, and therefore he no 
longer dreaded the result. How remarkable is the 
issue of this long-anticipated trouble? The two 
bands approach each other. Jacob draws near his 
brother, still perfectly uncertain of the event, know- 
ing, that at a word from Esau, his predatory fol- 
lowers would put the whole company to the sword, 
when we are told, " Esau ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him, and they wept." Thus prayer was honoured, 
the faithfulness of God exemplified, and the life and 
property of his devout servant rescued from de- 
struction. 

How delightful a termination to all Jacob's 
anxieties and fears! and how much to instruct, 
to encourage, and to establish the Christian ! Who 
among us cannot sympathize in Jacob's apprehen- 
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sions and Jacob's deliverance T Have you never, 
my brethren, beheld at a distance some calamity, 
or trial, the approach of which was so appalling 
that you dare not attempt to realize it, and at the 
same time so certain that you knew it to be in- 
evitable; and has not your faithless 'heart almost 
persuaded you that it was in vain even to pray 
against it, that it was ^* hoping against hope," to 
expect deliverance. Surely such instances have 
occurred to every one of us ; and if we have, by 
the grat^e of God, been enabled to persevere, how 
often has the event been mercifully overruled, and 
the cloud, apparently black with supernatural tem- 
pest, has burst in blessings on our heads! While, 
alas I how often has it also happened, that we have 
given up in hopeless despondency, because we have 
concluded that the event was certain ; thus limiting 
the Almighty, and believing, that if he deliver us 
not in the way which we anticipate, he cannot 
deliver us at all. Let the example before you 
^< lift up the hands which hang down and the feeble 
knees." Let it convince you that God is never 
without a refuge for his people. He may not 
avert the impending calamity, but he will, in some 
manner, so ameliorate the circumstances of it, or 
so influence your own mind to receive it, that when 
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it happensy you will gcarcely believe that this was 
the event to which you had long looked forward 
with such unqualified apprehension, or such lui- 
mitigated repugnancy. 

If this be true (and the experience of many 
who hear me, will, I am sure, verify the declara- 
tion) as respects temporal trials or calamities, hew 
much more remarkably is it manifested with regard 
to spiritual difficulties \ Do I, at the present moment, 
address any who are ejitering, or desirous of enter- 
ing, upon the heavenward path ; and do they feel 
such apprehensions of the trials that may await 
them, that they are almost ready to exclaim with 
the Psalmist ; — '^ Fearfulness and trembling are 
come upon me. O, that I had wings like a dove, for 
then would I flee away and be at rest?" I would re- 
mind them, that what the Almighty here performed 
for Jacob is but the faintest shadow of what he has 
promised to do for them. We may say to the young 
Christian, as our Lord said to the Jews, ** Ye do 
err, not knowing the scriptures ;" you are scarcely 
aware of the superabundance of the promises by 
which God has pledged himself to help you and to 
carry you through. Take but one small specimen 
of them, that the richness of the ore may send you 
to the mine from which it is dug. ^'Thus saith 
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the Lord : Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be 
not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen 
thee : yea I will help thee ; yea I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness.*' 

But do you think that your difficulties are pecu- 
liar to yourself, that the obstructions in your path 
are so vast that you cannot surmount, them; hear 
again the word of the Lord : " Fear not, thou worm 
Jacob, and ye men of Israel ; I will help thee, saith 
the Lord, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel. 
Behold . . . thou shalt thresh the mountains (those 
very obstructions, which you think impassable, thou 
flhalt not only surmount them but thresh them), and 
beat them jm<iff, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 
Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them 
away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them." Who 
can despond when such offers as these are made to 
each and all? May the Holy Spirit of our God 
carry them home to those bleeding hearts which 
need their healing unction, and their quickening 
power ! 

The brothers having, by that astonishing, though 
invisible influence, which the Almighty possesses 
over the affections and wills of man, been thus re- 
conciled to each other, once more separated upon 
their journey : Jacob most wisely declining Esau's 
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kindly intended invitation, that they should unite 
their companies and travel together. We say, 
most mtdy declining it, for so essentially different 
were they in their habits, manners, thoughts, and 
occupations, that little happiness would have ac- 
crued from their intimate association. Esau was, as 
we have seen, a man of the world, Jacob a man of 
God ; still they were brothers, and as the children 
of the same parents, it was unquestionably their 
duly to know and to love, and to be kindly affec- 
tioned one towards another ; but they were not 
called upon to live in the closest bonds of intimacy, 
to travel the same road, and to intermingle in the 
same company. Jacob was therefore wise in reso- 
lutely declining the offer of Esau, and continuing 
his journey surrounded by the peaceful and domes- 
tic blessings with which he had commenced it ; re- 
fusing even the retinue with which Esau would 
have honoured«him, but which would have ill as- 
sorted with the plain and simple habits of the Pa- 
triarch. There was a degree of prudence and cir- 
cumspection in all this, well worthy the considera- 
tion of the Christian. You also, my brethren, are 
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manded to unite companies, and to contract intima- 
cies, and to league yourself closely with any, but 
with *^ them who are of the household of faith." 
" Can two walk together except they be agreed V* 
saith the Lord, and daily experience supplies the 
answer; for is it not most wofully demonstrated 
by the broken friendships, and the unhappy intima- 
cies, and the miserable marriages, which form such 
prominent, but disgraceful features in every Chris- 
tian community 7 Jacob and jBsau might embrace 
for a few moments, or act afiectionately for a pass- 
ing hour, but if they had attempted to sojourn to- 
gether, the enmity so early implanted between the 
seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, 
would have infallibly broken forth, and Esau would 
in all probability once more have hated Jacob, or 
the spiritually-minded man of Grod have been drawn 
from his allegiance by his more worldly-minded 
brother. The scripture is full of examples, where 
the want of such prudence as Jacob manifested, has 
produced these fatal effects ; would that we were 
enabled to add that such examples are only to be 
found in scripture ; alas I we dare not say, for we 
cannot think so. 

Do we at the present moment speak to none who 
for want of this Christian circumspection have join- 
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ed company with those who can but little sympa* 
thize in their hopes and joys, their troubles and 
their fears 1 Do we address none who have united 
themselves in friendship, and intimacies, and mar*^ 
riages with those from whom, upon all essential 
points, they widely differ ; whose hearts have never 
been enlightened by the Spirit of God to choose that 
good part which shall not be taken away from 
themt There is nothing so dangerous, so entan- 
gling to the Chrislian» and especially to the youthful 
Christian, as such associations as these, for you 
eannot but approximate to those in sentiment with, 
whom you closely unite yourself in friendship, and 
unfortunately in these unnatural alliances there is no 
reciprocation. The world does not, as you vainly 
imagine, meet the Christian half way. Its partisans 
havedO|Sacrifices to make; in uniting themselves 
to you they have nothing valuable to give up, while 
you, in uniting yourself to them, yield by degrees 
every thing most valuable and most dear. Be 
assured that you cannot take a single step towards 
their sinful habits, and compliances, and amuse- 
ments, without taking it in opposite direction from 
your Father's house; that the distance is daily 
widening, and that the closer you draw to those 
who know not Grod^the further you separate your- 
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selfy the more you alienate yourself from heaven. 
You begin by giving up only what you consider 
the non-essentials of religion, from an amiable 
desire of conciliating the good-will, or perhaps of 
being useful to those with whom you associate; 
but as you advance, you discover that every 
cession on your part only leads to higher de- 
mands, and more exorbitant requests on theirs ; from 
partaking with them, at first, of what is merely in- 
different, or perhaps in itself innocent, you are led 
on to those things which are inexpedient, and will 
probably end in what is absolutely guilty. This is, 
alas ! no imaginary danger ; for may we not say, 
to some among you — look back through the vista 
of a few months or years, from the spot on which 
you at present stand, and mark how rapid has 
been the change in your feelings and conduct ! 
You are scarcely able- to recognise your former 
selves. Where are now those feelings so trem- 
blingly alive to the honour and glory of God, those 
anxieties to ** redeem the time because the days are 
evil," once so prevalent in your bosom? Where 
are those desires to benefit the souls of all with 
whom you converse? that almost instinctive dread 
even of the smallest deviation from the ways of 
godliness, which made the least sin such an abhor- 

35 



890 Lwcmmm v. 

renee to your soul, that its committal would fill 
your eyes with tears, and bring watchfulness and 
wakefulness to your couch? How few of these 
feelings have surviyed 1 scarcdy a vestige of them 
remaining ; and yet you have not at presenti per- 
haps, been led into gross sins, you have not sunk 
into the depth of enormities. Whence, then, has 
come this imperceptibly advancing change ? It is 
the natural effect of your intimacy with those who 
make a mock at sin, who think all religion of the 
heart superstitbn and enthusiasm* It is the pre- 
dicted result of '^ the friendship of the world," which 
the Bible has declared is ** enmity with God." It is 
the fatal consequence which the infallible word of 
the Lord has proclaimed : *^ She that liveth in plea- 
sure is dead while she liveth." These are the rea- 
sons for your present state of indiflSsrence to subjects 
once so dear to you. Would to God it were as 
easy to apply the remedy as to recount the rea- 
sons ! Yet should we ill perform our duty as 
Christian ministers, as those who have the charge 
over you in the Lord — if we did not suggest the 
remedy — if we did not say to all such, there is but 
one method of escape : ** Awake, thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light." You must, however painful be the effort, 
arouse yourself, and turn, and retrace your steps. 
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and flee as for your life. There is no other reme*- 
dy ; you cannot journey with the gay and splendid 
retinue of Esau, and yet exp^t to be partakers of 
the rert of Jacob : therefore, hear ye the words of 
the Lord; and may He who possesses the residue 
of the Spirit apply them with efficacy to your souls. 
^ Now we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly.^ 
** I have written unto you not to keep company if 
any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunk- 
ard, or an extortioner; with such an one, no not to 
eat" " Be ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers; for, what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness! and what communion hath 
light with darkness ? Wherefore, come out from 
among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive 
you I" Here is your remedy ; the only remedy 
which the word of God can offer you ; until you 
plainly evince, by your conduct, «< as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord," and resolve with 
David, that you " will not know^* (in the habits of 
intimacy) ^* a wicked person," you cannot be pre- 
paring for the society of those '' who are redeemed 
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from among men, being the first-fniits unto God, 
and to the Lamb,** and wbo» '* follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth." 

Happy would it have been for Jacob, had he, 
upon all occasions, manifested the same degree of 
prudence and circumispection, as in the incident to 
which we have been referring ; but, as years pass 
on, there is much to distress and harass him in his 
children's conduct, and not a Kttle to humble him in 
his own. 

We find him, at the opening of the 35th chapter, 
still lingering in the country of the Shechemites, al- 
though the crying sins of his family, too little re- 
strained, as it appears, by the parental authority of 
Jacob, had made him an object of hatred to the 
people among whom he dwelt. His worldly af- 
fairs had now been blessed with a long season of 
prosperity : and what was the consequence ? Had 
success brought him nearer to God? Had he, 
whom we beheld in the day of affliction coming so 
fervently, and so constantly to the throne of grace, 
been as constant and as fervent in bis applications 
there during the sunshine of prosperity ? We fear 
we cannot answer in the affirmative. Worldly 
ease and temporal enjoyment had produced that 
effect upon Jacob, which they frequently, we had 



almost said invariably, produce upon ourselves; 
they had rendered him less mindful of the Lord 
God of his salvation. You will recollect, that when 
Jacob left his father's house, a destitute and solitary 
wanderer, the Almighty manifested to him upon 
the first night of his journey, assurances of protec- 
tion, in the remarkable vision of the ladder ; and 
you will doubtless remember, that on that solemn 
occasion, Jacob had vowed that if God would be 
with him, and only give him bread to eat and rai* 
meat to put on, and bring him back in peace, he 
would there erect an altar, and dedicate the tenth 
part of all that he possessed to God* Let us now 
inquire in what manner this vow had been per- 
formed. Twenty years had elapsed, and the At 
mighty had most bountifully fulfilled His portion of 
the covenant He had indeed been with Jacob, 
never for a moment deserting him; He had 
brought him back in peace ; He had given him not 
merely bread and raiment, but made him rich and 
increased in goods ; and he who with his staff only 
had passed over Jordan, had now become a prince 
and a potentate ; where, then, was Jacob's portion 
of the covenant ? where was his vow ? To the dis- 
grace of our fallen nature, unfulfilled and forgot- 
ten ! But God is not to be thus trifled with with 
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impuDity. <<6od is not mocked/' He therefore 
speaks to Jacob not as heretofore* ia words of 
kindness, but in deeds of chastening. He endea- 
vours to remind him by the severe memento of 
family affliction. The ruin of his only daughter, 
and the iniquitous and disgraceful conduct of two 
of his sons, are the methods by which the Almighty 
first knocks at the heart of Jacob. The sleep of 
prosperity is, however, too secure for this to be 
effectual. How, then, does the Almighty proc^d ? 
Does he punish more severely T does he plant some 
sharper thorn in the bosom of his forgetful servant 7 
Man would assuredly have acted thus : but how 
delightful is it to trace, in all the ways, and in all 
the works of God, the infinite superiority of the 
Creator to the creature. 

My brethren, God has declared that punishment 
is his ^ strange work f a work in which he never 
engages, until our sins become clangorous for ven- 
geance! In the instance before us, therefore, in- 
stead of proceeding to greater extremities, God in 
justice remembers mercy ; having, in ju^ce^ pu- 
nishedf He now delights himiSelf, by returning in 
m^rcy^ to spare^ and condescends in person to re- 
mind Jacob of bis neglected vow: <^And God 
said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell 
there, and make there an altar unto Grod, that 
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appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from' the 
face of Esau thy brother." How mild, and how 
affecting an expostulation ! the Almighty reminds 
Jacob, not so much of the neglect of the servant, 
as of the mercy of the master. He does not say, 
build an altar unto the God whom thou hast pro- 
mised, and hast disappointed, but unto the '' God 
who appeared unto thee, when thou fleddest from 
the face of Esau thy brother." There must have 
been something peculiarly touching in the recollec- 
tion which was awakened by these words : When 
thou fleddest from an enemy, and that enemy a 
brother, I appeared for thee ; / was thy refuge. 
Blessed be God, there is then " a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother.^' Where is the heart 
that could have withstood such an expostulation? 
Certainly not in the bosom of any real child of 
God ; Jacob was instantly recalled by it to his 
allegiance and his duty, and proceeded to make 
preparations for the accomplishment of his vow. 

Our review of these must, however, be deferred 
until the next discourse ; but we cannot omit the 
application which this instance of the Almighty's 
method of dealing with his servants so strikingly 
suggests. 

There may be some among you standing at the 
present hour in the sight of God, in a precisely 
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similar situation to that of Jacob; you also have 
voluntarily been made the subjects of a most 
solemn and important vowt which you have, at 
least in most instances, thoughtfully and premedi* 
tatedly acknowledged before God. The terms of 
that vow are neither ambiguous nor obscure. You 
have pledged yourself to ^ renounce the world, 
the flesh, and the devil,'* and to *' continue Christ's 
faithful soldier and servant unto your life's end." 
My brethren, I would most affectionately urge 
you to the inquiry, How am I fulfilling this vow ? 
Is it continually present to my mind, that 1 am 
bound by an obligation of such infinite importance ? 
When tempted by my own heart, or by my spi- 
ritual enemies, is this the tendency of my reply, 
<*How can I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God V* I who have dedicated myself to 
his holy service by so solemn a covenant Or, like 
Jacob, have years of prosperity and happiness 
rendered you utterly forgetful of your promises ? 
If it be so, we tremble for the consequences. You 
have seen that God is not mocked : what we have 
wnvedf God will see that we paj/j or will in anger 
and in judgment visit the neglect of it He has 
himself said, " Pay that which thou hast vowed. 
Better is it that thou shouldst not vow, than that 
thou shouldst vow and not pay." If you are a 
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child of Go,d, He will not suifer this forgetfulness 
to continue ; He will remind you, perhaps, as He 
reminded Jacob, by some severe domestic calamity 
— by cutting off some creature idol, or some 
creature comfort, that though many years may 
have passed away, and the very tenor of your 
vow may be almost forgotten by yourself, it is as 
fresh in the memory of God as if you were now 
pledging yourself before his mercy-seat : for with 
Him '<a thousand years are but as yesterday.'* 
Oh I do not compel the Almighty to have recourse 
to his " strange work ;" in a single moment He 
can strike a blow, the effects of which would 
carry you, with a wounded spirit and a broken 
heart, through a course of lingering wretchedness 
to a premature grave. And after this, there is 
more that He can do ; ^* God is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell." Be warned, then, we 
earnestly beseech you ; remember your vow, your 
baptismal vow ; '' Remember from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the first works;" 
the sceptre of mercy is still extended; wait not 
until it be exchanged for the rod of judgment. 
''Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and so ye perish 
from the right way, if his wrath be kindled, yea 
but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in Him." 
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GENESIS XXXV.l. 



"Thui Jacob aud onto his faouMbold, utd to all that were 
with him, pot awa; the atnitge goda that are among you, 
and be clean and change your ganneDts." 

OoR last Locture concluded with the very strik- 
iog remomtr&nce from the Almighty to Jacob, 
which pTocedea the words of the test, and was 
intended to remind him of his forgotten vow, and 
to urge upon him the accomplishment of hia ne- 
gated promise^ Jacob, as we have seen, had 
long lived in sxd forgetfulneas of those peculiar 
mercies of God, which he had pledged himself to 
commemorate. He had too long resided in the 
iinmedlaie vicinity of persons who knew not God 
and deeply had he solfered in his family by thia 
approximation. For he had lived to behold hia 
drildren guihy of sins, at the bare recital of 
which, humanity shudders ; but Jacob was a man 
of God ; and though on some occasions, certainly 
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childreDt so sensible was he of their alienation 
from 6od» that we find him, in the text, making 
every endeavour which a godly parent could make 
to reform them, and even in the closing scene of 
his life, thus strongly reprobating their unholy con* 
duct: — "O my soul! come not thou into their 
secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not 
thou united ;" ** cursed be their anger, for it was 
fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel." 

There are few things which plant so sharp a 
thorn in the heart of a parent, and more especially 
of a Christian parent, as the knowledge that his 
children are not walking in the way of God's com- 
mandments, tliat their hearts are not right with 
God. But there is a circumstance which can even 
sharpen that thorn, and add poignancy to the 
wounds which it inflicts, viz., the conviction in the 
mind of the parent, that every effort has not been 
made, every prayer been offered, every example 
set before his children, which might, instrumentally, 
have won them to the love of God, and to the paths 
of holiness. This it is which causes the thorn to 
rankle ; and from this we fear that Jacob's bosom 
was not entirely free. Had he not permitted his 
daughter to mingle unnecessarily with the daugh* 
ters of the unbelievers, (in the words of the histo- 
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rial),) " to go out to see the dsughters of the land,** 
he had not lamented her ruin. Had he not, at 
that critical period, " held his peace," ond com- 
mitted the management of his family too much to 
the ungovernable passions of his sons, he had not 
been made thus wretched by their enormities. 

How few are the suflenngs of ourselves, or of 
our families, which we may not trace to our own 
infirmities or sins ! What an additional motive for a 
charitable view of the conduct of thcge around us, 
and for carefully scrutinizing our own I Christian 
parents, examine seriously and conscientiously, how 
much of the present wortdliness and frivolity, and 
even sinfulness of your children, is atlributable to 
yourselves. How much of guilt to tliem, and of an- 
guish to you, might have been escaped, had you 
early, consistently, and prayerfully educated them 
according to the privileges and the duties of their 
baptismal covenani, in a sincere renunciation of 
" the world, the flesh, and the devil ?" The promises 
of Gorf that this would not have been ineffectual, 
arc most ample and most encouraging ; for has he 
not expressly declared to his people, " I will pour 
my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
thine offspring; and they shall spring up as willows 
by the watercourses. One shall say, I am the Lord's, 
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and another shall call himself by the name of 
Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with his hand 
unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel/' How beautiful a picture of a whole family 
converted to the true and savin g knowledge of the 
Redeemer^ each in turn admitted as the lambs into 
the fold of the good Shepherd, and rising up to call 
him blessed. How cheering a prospect for parefnts 
who are adopting in faith the means which God has 
put into their power ! Do not, however, let us be mis- 
understood ; as if the conversion of the children's 
souls were in the hands of the parents, and must 
infallibly be attached to the use of any^ or of all the 
means which they can adopt ; it is essentially the 
the work of God's free Spirit, who will do it as He 
pleases, and when He pleases. These are among 
the secret ** things which belong to the Lord our 
Grod," known only to Himself, and disposed of only 
by His sovereign will : it is enough, that if you de- 
sire the blessing, you must be found as earnest in 
the pursuit of it, and in the use of the means, as if 
they could command it; but then you must trust 
implicitly to Gk>d's grace, to bestow it as a free, un- 
merited gift. Remember for youi* comfort, it is 
only for our failure in what is possible, that we 
shall be punished, not for our failure in that whichf 
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to all but God himself, ia impoaaiUet the heaviest 
judgment with which io hoiy writ a godly parent 
wai ever visited, was not because tie bad oot made 
his BOQS the pious and devoted foUawen oftet 
almighty Being whom be himself delighted to obey, 
but simply because " his soos made themaelTes-vile, 
and he restrained them not." This, most assuredly, 
Eli might have doite ; this, in all probability, Jacob 
might have done; and we fear that you will find 
it difficult to deny, before that God who aeetb tfae 
heart,, that this you also might have done. Obt 
that every Christian parent would lay this seriously 
to heart; and if I now address any of you who 
are conscious that, with Jacob, you have erred in 
this essential point of your duty, may the example 
of Jacob which we are about to review, be blessed 
by the Holy Spirit of God to your edification aad 
improvement; and while a merciful God forgives 
for his dear Son's sake yopr past dereliction^ may 
you be the more earnest in endeavouring to ex- 
ercise your parental authority in the service of the 
King of kings. 

, No sooner had God recalled to Jacob's mind hit 
promises and his vow, than we find the patriarch 
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Bathe], the house of God. We are told, ''.Then 
Jacob said to bis household, and all that were with 
hihif Put away the strange gods that . are among 
you and> be clean, and change your garments**' 
This was acting faithfully and conscientiously to- 
wards all the members of his numerous family ; but 
who would have believed that such a command 
could have been needed ? That in Jacob's house- 
hold there should have been strange gods to be put 
away? That he, whose life had been a life of 
mercies, and of such intimate communion with the 
true God, should have been induced to counte- 
nance idolatry and ungodliness in his tents: that 
bia dependents^ his children, and as we are told in 
another place, even Rachel, the favourite wife of 
his bosom, should have thus^ fearfully transgressed, 
and, still more grievous, that this is the first time in 
which we have heard the voice of Jacob raised 
steadily and firmly against it Probably the patri- 
arch partook so largely of the infirmities of our 
fallen nature, that he dared not, even though the 
honour of God was at stakes risk the anger or dis- 
content of those who were dear to him ; perhaps* 
had such an interference been urged upon him by 
any thing short of a divine command, he would 
have repliedy that it would be not only painful, but 
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hopeless (o interfere ; that his words would not be 
heeded, that his household had gone too widely 
astray from God to be i^ecalled by the voice of 
man. Christian brethren, is not this the fallacious 
manner in which you yourselves continually rea- 
son 1 You behold conduct in those closely related 
to yout or immediately connected with you» aye, 
the very members of your own household, which, 
as servants of Grod, you cannot approve, because 
you know that your Master cannot approve it. 
You mark the risings of pride, or of vanity, or of 
display ; you see, perhaps, the younger members of 
your families worshipping those strange deities of 
pleasure, of folly, and of worldliness; the elder 
branches bowing the knee to the golden idols of 
wealth and human applause, and you have refrain- 
ed from expostulating with them upon their danger 
and their guilt ; you have never yet said honestly 
or fearlessly to them. You are upon the broad road 
and the beaten way which lead to destruction ; all 
your labours are for time. Eternity, vast, bound- 
less eternity, does not enter info your calculations, 
and yet you stand upon its verge every day and 
every hour. 

If these members of your household perish, if 
they be cut off in unrepented sin, or snatched 
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away in the midst of a course of worldly folly, 
how will you answer it at the great day of ac- 
count? If you behdd a fellow-creature perishing 
for lack Qf foody would you not endeavour to. sup- 
ply it? If you saw him sinking beneath the wa- 
ters, wouM you not hold out a helping hand? 
How then cin you justify your indifference, when 
it is not the body but the soul that is perilled; not 
time, but eternity, which* is at stake? Perhaps 
you witness not these sins in your household — ^all 
is orderly — all is outwardly correct — it is even 
what is called a religious family; but then, alas! 
its members are content with a nominal religion, 
cold, heartless, and uninfluential, in which the out- 
ward form is substituted for the spritual grace; no 
real turning of the heart to God ; no fervent love 
to the Saviour; no anxious desire of approving 
themselves to him in all the daily transactions of 
Ufa This false and formal religion is among ^*^tiie 
strange gods" of the days in which we live ; and 
can you calmly su&r those who are dear to yott 
thus to worship an unknown God ? can you, in si* 
lence, behold them mistaking the form for the 
reality, and ** building themselves up,'' not ** on our 
most holy faith,'' but in self-righteeusness, and spi- 
ritual ignorance, and self-delusion ; and do they 

26* 



S06 LixmmBTL 

hear do warniag word from you T Have you 
never told thom that these are gods which cannot 
MveT Have you never urged them to look into 
the deep corruption of their own hearts and to 
know thetnaelvfis ? Have you never dwelt upon 
their absolute need of a better righteousoesa than 
their own to justify them before God, "even the 
righteousness which is of God by the faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe ;" 
and earnestly entreated thwn to go to the '^ foun- 
tain opened for sin and for uncleanness," to which 
you yourself have delighted to resort, wh»« you 
have found healing for your goilt, and peace for 
your soul 1 Have you not, in short, as Jacob did, 
afiectionalely urged them: "Put away your Strang 
gods," wash you, make you clean 1 Oh I if your 
hearts were really filled with the love of God and 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, there would be no 
need of these inquiries ; the difficulty would not be 
to speak of Him, but to refrain fpom speaking of Him 
to all around you; "like the precious ointment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard, that went down to the skirts of his garment^" 
BO would he the unction with which you would de- 
light to dwell upon heaven and heavenly things, the 
duties and the promises of the gospel in all your 
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intercourse with men, from your dearest friend, to 
your lowest dependent. 

Proceed we now to mark what was the effect in 
Jacob's case, of his faithful expostulation. Did his 
family resist the conTmand? were his words spoken 
in vain 1 So far from it, that the very verse which 
follows assures us, that immediately upon his bid- 
ding, without a single exception, a single denial, 
" they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which 
were in their hands, and all the earrings which 
were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the 
oak which was by Sheehem.'* Such is continually 
the manner in which a duty, difficult and hopeless 
in the prospect, is rendered easy and successful, 
the moment we have sufficient faith to attempt to 
carry it into execution. Such, we firmly believe, 
would be the result of an honest declaration upon 
these important points, in an infinitely greater num- 
ber of instances, than even the most faithful Chris- 
tian anticipates; ^and we cannot doubt that we shall 
hereafter behold many among the redeemed of the 
Lord, who might have been ^ our joy and crown 
of rejoicing,^' had we b^en more faithful to them, 
or more industrious in the work of God, placed as 
jewels in the crown of some brother Christian, 
who dared to speak when we were silent, or to 
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labour when we were slothful and indifferent For 
be assured, brethren, that where expostulation is 
offered in a truly Christian spirit, and where the 
liie and temper of the speaker are not widely at 
variance with it, men do listeiC and listen willingly, 
much more frequently than we imagine; and, al-* 
though no instantaneous effect be produced, some 
arrow may be fixed in the conscience which is 
never afterwards extracted; some seeds sown in 
the memory, which may lie dormant for years, but 
at last ^ take root downwards, and bear fruit up- 
wards," when " the sower who went forth to sow** 
that seed, has long since finished his work, and 
been called to his reward* Surely, if you consider 
this, and reflect upon the unspeakable blessedness 
of being instrumental in converting but one sinner 
from the error of his ways, or bringing one soul 
nearer to its God, you will deeply regret the many 
opportunities you have already lost, and anxiously 
avail yourself of the smallest opening for future 
usefulness to which the finger of God shall point 
yoa It is when our lips are closed by sickness, or 
our labours in the service of our divine Master un- 
expectedly suspended by the inscrutable will of our 
heavenly Father, that, for the first time, we rightly 
estimate the gracious privilege of having ever been 
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permitted to '^ pat our hand to the plough," in this 
great and glorious work ; then, indeed, we only re- 
gret that while health and strength were bestowed 
upon us, we were not more willing ** to spend and 
be spent". for God ; that we did not give greater 
diligence in the work of our high calling ; that we 
were not more <* instant in season and out of sea* 
son," afieotionately urging these great truths upon 
the hearts of all with whom we had to do. 

Very encouraging is it to observe the manner in 
which, after Jacob had purified his household and 
performed his promised vow, the Lord appeared 
unto him, and not only confirmed the change of 
his name, but repeated to him the blessed as- 
surances of his temporal and spiritual greatness. 
Perhaps, with the exception of the closing scene 
of Jacob's life, this was the season of his greatest 
happiness ; his fkmily and his household brought 
in apparent sincerity to tho worship of the true 
God, the greatest blessing, (next to the conversion 
of his own soul,) which the. servant of God can 
enjoy. In addition to this, every comfort that 
worldly prosperity could ofllbr was possessed by 
him. Every joy that the anticipation of the future 
could bestow was insured to him ; there was no- 
thing left for him to desire. ^hs\ how closely 
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coDDOCted, in this vale of tears, are our sorrows 
and our joys. Bethel beheld Jacob at the summit 
of worldly happiness* Bethlehem, the next town 
through which he passes on his return, sees him in 
the very depths of affliction, a sorrowing widower ! 
Rachel, bis beloved partner, is taken from him in 
a^inoment ! and (peculiarly distressing to his feel- 
ings) while givii^ birth to a second son. Her 
passionate exctaoiation had been, ^ Give me chil* 
dren, or else I dia'' Her fimyer was heard, the 
diiklMn given, but her life was the forfeit of her 
ttndue anxiety. When shall we learn that it is 
Grod alone who* really knows what is best for his 
people, add that, in all temporal affairs, the safest 
path for the Christian is to put a blank into the 
bands of his heavenly Father, that He may write 
in it what He will, while we are c<^tent to say 
from the beart, <^It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth^htm good.'' Here alone is our safety and 
our comfort : ^ Sweet to lie passive in God's hands, 
and know no will but his." 

While the. soul of Rachel was departing, her 
attendants endeavoured to cheer her, saying: 
'^Fear not, thou shalt have this son also." But, 
like the wife of Phineas, <^she answered not, 
neither did she regard it" Life was too quickly 
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ebbing to permit her to rejoi<5e even in the acquisi- 
tion she had so long and so ardently desired. 
Weak and miseraUe are the comforters of the 
world when they endeavour to gladden the chamber 
of sickness, or the bed of death, by promises of 
worldly blessings, or the recollection of worldly 
advantages. Of what avail was it to the dying 
mother to be told, that she should leave behind her 
another little onQ to be. tempest-tossed upon that 
ocean from which she was so fast receding? Of 
what avail is any thing that worldly friendship can 
suggest at such an hour 1 *^ Fear not :" the language 
of Rachel's friends is, indeed, the universal language 
at these seasons of terror and dismay ; and too 
often the injunction, not of holy confidence, but of 
ignorance or presumption. For is there no rational 
ground of fear ? Is it nothing that we are about to 
suffer that wrench which separates the body, and 
the souU that have been so long . and such intimate 
companions 1 Is it nothing, that we are about to 
put off this mortal clothing, and to 3tand before the 
judgment-seat of Him, '* to whom all hearts are 
open, and from whom no secrets are hid ?" Are 
not these things fitting objects of fear? Who is 
there, carrying about with him a body of sin and 
death, who will deny it ? To the worldlings this 
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must be indeed a fearful, as to the disciple of our 
Lord, it must still be a most solemn hour. But 
blessed, for ever blessed be our Redeemer ! He 
came ^ to deliver them who, through fear of death, 
were all their life-time subject to bondage." He 
came, not only to draw the sting of death, but to 
remove the fear. We may now in safety adopt 
the language of RachePs friends, and say to every 
true believer among you. Do you fear death? 
^ Fear noti" That Saviour to whose holy keeping 
you have committed your soul, has said, ** I will 
redeem thee from death ; O death, I will be thy 
plague." Do you fear the grave? "Fear not;" 
the same Saviour has said, " O grave, I will be 
thy destruction.'' It is no longer the impure and 
tainted sepulchre, but the bed perfumed by the 
body of Him who once himself lay there. The 
way to it is no longer a datk and untrodden pas- 
sage^ for the Lamb is the light thereof, and the 
print of his footsteps is visible throughout all 'M 
dreary windings. Do you fear the resurrection? 
" Fear not :" it is no more a vague uncertainty t 
for the unerring word of God has revealed, " If 
the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead, dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies by 
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tiis Spirit that dwelleth in you." Do you fear the 
descent of **the gre^at white throne," of which 
God's word has told us ? " Fear not :" the Judge 
who sits upon it is that dear and precious Saviour, 
" whom having not seen, ye love ; in whom,' thodgh 
how ye see Him not^ yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable, and full of glory : receiving the 
end of your faith, even tiie salvation of your 
souls." Do you fear the eternity Which shall 
succeed? "Fear not:" it will not be too long 
for the enjoyment of thti "inheritance incorrup- 
tible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
ift Heaven" for the redeemed of the Lord, and to 
be employed in his service, and to his glory.- 
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LECTURE VII. 

GENESIS ZLY. part of 96Ui rene. 

'* And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not" 

The chapter with. which our observations com- 
mence this morning, viz., the 37tb, opens thus: 
** And Jacob dwelt in the land whcireia his .father 
was a stranger; in the land of Canaan. Th^re 
is a peculiar emphasis in, these words: *< Jacob 
dwelf* as a resident in the land. Isaac bad been 
content to be a stranger there. Jacob had become 
great, and wealthy, and powerful, and was no 
longer willing, as his father and his grandfather 
had been, ** to sojourn" (so the Apostle to the He- 
brews expresses it) ** in the land of promise, as in 
a strange country ;" one of the brightest evidences 
of their faith in God, and of their anxious expecta- 
tions of that ** city which hath foundations." But 
Jacob was beginning to settle himself in Canaan, 
not as his temporary resting-place, but his abiding 
home. This is precisely the state of mind which 
the god of this world is always desirous of in- 



1 



LBOTURE VII. 315 

ducing: if he can but succeed in tempting you to 
forget that this is not your rest; if he can but en- 
courage you to throw all your heart, and energies, 
and affections, into the pleasures or business of 
this transitory scene : the ** planting, and building, 
and marrying, and giving in marriage;" ''the 
sitting down to work, and the rising up only to 
play," of this temporary state of existence, his end 
is gained. Heaven is neglected; Christ is de- 
spised; God is forgotten; the soul sleeps — ^and 
who will venture to say that it shall awaken until 
the last trump of the Archangel proclaim the irre- 
vocable doom — ** Wo, wo unto you, for ye have 
received your consolation." 

But blessed be the Gk>d of Jacob, this is a state 
from which He is continually, aye, daily, recalling 
his children. If the tree bear bo fruit, does the 
careful husbandman give it up in despair 7 O no ; 
he prunes it; he digs about it; he loosens the 
ground about its roots, to let in the refreshing 
shower and the invigorating sunshine. Thus also 
does the great Husbandman, when He beholds his 
children settling down in fruitless forgetfulness ; 
He brings upon them some afflictive visitation, or 
some awakening providence, or, by what we term 
some accidental change of circumstances, He up- 
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roots them from the place in which they have 
long lived peaceably and at ease, and thus says 
aloud to the ear wd to the heart, ^* Arise and de- 
part, for this is not your rest" That such is 
assuredly the Almighty's method with his people, 
the experience of many among us will abundantly 
testify. But it is one of those important truths 
which do not depend merely on personal experir 
ence for their acceptance ; it is a mattfsr of exr 
press revelation in God's holy word. Thqs saith 
the Lord, f'Moab hath been at ease from his 
youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath 
not been emptied from vessel to vessel ; therefore 
his taste ren^aineth in him, and his sceqt is not 
changed." How accurate a description pf one, 
whose roots the Lord hath never shaken by afflic- 
tion, or adversity, or change, and whose natural 
taste and feelings remain unaltered 1 Observe 
how the prophet proceeds : ** Therefore, behold 
the days cqine, saith the Lord, that I will send 
unto him wanderers that shall causic him to 
wander, and shall empty his vessels, and shall 
break their bottles." So v^as it with Jacob; he 
hud ** settled upon his lees," and he was dweUing 
in the land in which he ought to have felt himself 
only a passing stranger. 
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My Christian brethren, if I address any who 
are falling into this too common arid too dangerous 
a mistake ; any of you upon whom the world has 
smiled, and whom a long series of prosperous 
events, a course of uninterrupted health, or of 
domestic happiness, have tempted to establish your- 
self in false security here below, be timely warned 
by the dealings of the Almighty with the patriarch, 
how he will also deal with you. ' He will no more 
permit his children thus to sleep away their souls, 
than (as we have seen from former incidents in 
Jacob's life) He will permit them^ unchecked, to 
sin them away. Our Lord has himself declared 
that He ** stands at the door and knocks" by his 
ministers, by his Spirit, by his providences; and 
be assured, that~ if yoq are a child of his. He will 
not cease to knock ; every stroke will be louder 
and harsher, and more appalling, until He has 
roused you from your lethargy, until you havd 
opened to Him your whole heart, and received 
Him as your full and sufficient Saviour. Do not 
thed, content yourself with a land in which the real 
people of God have always rejoiced to account 
themselves as strangers. Do not be in love with 
a world which is at enmity with God; biit ais the 
Psalmist says, ** Delight thyself in the Lord," He 
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alone can give, " and He shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart" Proceed we now to mark how 
God, in mercy, was about tp eiemplify this, in his 
treatment of the patriarch; to break the cistemi 
which Jacob had hewn out for himself, hut which 
could hold no water ; to empty the earthen vessels 
in which his soul delighted ; and, in this last stage 
of his pilgrimage, to compel him to wander into a 
strange country, and lo finish his days in a for^^ 
land. 

The instructive and well-known history of Joseph 
forms the comment upon this observation ; and 
how dexterously does the inspired historian jHepare 
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her first-begotten son; him whom Jacob loved 
more than all his children. How often in the)live8 
of God's people is this great lesson taught us, to 
be most jealous over the affection which we be- 
stow upon created beings. It is to God alone, as 
revealed to you in the person of his dear Son, that 
your whole heart, and soul, and strength, may go 
out in the exercises of gratitude and love without 
excess, and without sin ; it is Him alone that you 
may love without measure and without reserve; 
for He has promised, that the more you love Him, 
the more you shall be loved of his Father; the 
more He himself will love you, arid the more clear- 
ly, the more perfectly He will manifest himself to 
you. You cannot be too often cautioned, to permit 
none to divide with God the sovereignty of your 
heart ; be it a wife, a husband, a child, a parent, or a 
friend, whom it delights you to array in every 
fancied excellency, and then to worship the work 
which your own hands have made, be assured you 
are but adorning the victim for the sacrifice, and 
accelerating the blow from which your soul would 
shrink. You are, perhaps, withdrawing, day by 
day, from God, all the highest feelings and affec- 
tions of your bosom, and are fondly hanging 
them around the earthly object of your love; but 
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are you aware of what you are doing? do you 
at all anticipate the inevitable result? You are 
merely erecting a mark» at which the unerring 
shaft shall be pointed, and when the bow of God's 
vengeance, or it may be of his love — ^for he strikes 
in mercy, and wounds only to heal — ^wben that 
bow of Grod shall be bent, the first and sharpest 
arrow from the quiver will be pointed at the mark 
which you yourself have set up, and your idol Will 
infallibly be levelled in the dust. All that remained 
to Jacob of his once too dearly-beloved Joseph, 
was *' the coat of many colours,'^ the sad memorial 
of his unjust partiality ; all that will remain to you 
to soothe the pangs of memory, will be the recollec- 
tion of the departed, embittered by the remem- 
brance of your own guilty preferences for the 
creature above the Creator. 

Years passed away, and while Jacob was thus 
refining in the furnace of afiliction, many vicissi- 
tudes of light and shadow were falling upon his 
path, and the Almighty was preparing for him a 
plape of peaceful repose in which to close the 
years of his pilgrimage; at the very time that 
Jacob was mourning the loss of Joseph, and re- 
fusing to be comforted, Grod was with this same 
Joseph, elevating him by steps the most remarka- 
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ble and improbajble, from a dungeon to a throne, 
and placing him in the *' second chariot" of the 
land of Egypt. It was then that those deeply in- 
teresting scenes took plac^ with which we have 
an, from our childhood, been acquainted, and 
which have so often excited oqr early commisera- 
tion, and bade our infant sorrows flow. For who 
is there among us, upon whose memory those 
scenes have qot been indelibly impressed ? Who 
has not delighted to trace the ascending path of the 
virtuous and godly Joseph, land to behold him 
rising, whether in a prison or a court, to the most 
confidential employments, and the highest offices, 
because he feared God and walked in his ways? 
Who has not traced with deepening interest every 
passage of that instructive tale, the famine in Ca- 
naan, driving Joseph's brethren into Egypt to fulfil 
unwittingly his dream, and to bow themselves 
down before his footstool 1 The money and the 
silver cup discovered in the mouth of their sacks ; 
their conscience-stricken exclamation, '' We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
saw the anguish of his soul, yfhQii he besought us 
and we would not hear, therefore is this distress 
come upon us ?" And who has not wept over the 
bereavements of the patrjarchi whffn exclaiming, in 
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all the wretchedness of utter desolation, ** Joseph 
is lutf, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benja- 
min awa J : all these things are against me ?** Our 
limits forbid us to dwell upon scenes so familiar to 
our hearts as these: but how can we pass over 
without a comment, the faithless repinings of 
Jacob, ** aU these things are against me ?" Had 
he followed the Lord for an hundred and thirty- 
years, and lived upon the richest bounties of his 
providence and grace, and did he really i)elieve at 
last that any dispensation of the Almighty could be 
against him? Well might the Psalmist say, *'Lord! 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him, or the 
son of man, that thou so regardest him f Surely, 
nothing but infinite condescension and infinite love, 
could have ever borne with such faithlessness and J 

ingratitude. In all this trying visitation which so 
depressed the patriarch, there was not literally a 
single circumstance which the Almighty was not 
overruling for good. To us, my brethren, to whom 
alF is now disclosed, this is indeed perfectly evi- 
dent ; we can easily demonstrate, that every sub- 
ject which Jacob selected as a matter for repining, 
was in reality a subject of thanksgiving and re- 
joicing. Hear only the words of his lamentation, 
and how easily they are refuted. *« Joseph is not,** 
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says the desponding piatrmrch. We might rep]3r9 
because pod has removed him for a short time 
from your family, to enable him by his advance- 
ment to provide against the famine by which you 
would otherwise have inevitably perished. But 
'' Simeon is not"— ^he has remained in Egypt a 
comfortable inmate in bis brother's house. But 
" they will take Benjamin away 1" yes, to hasten 
the declaration which is to comfort your widowed 
heart, ^nd to bring your long-lost son once more 
to your bosom. We acknowledge that Jacob 
could not have known that these things were so^ 
but then he also could not have known the con- 
trary ; and if faith had had her perfect work, that 
'' faith which is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen," he would not have 
viewed only the dark side of the picture, he wouki 
have reasoned, as he had before done when his 
faith was in fuller exercise, that^-because God had 
blessed him» God assuredly XDOtdd bless him^ and be 
would not, while in the hands of a merciful God^ 
have. so despairingly exclaimed, <^ All these things 
are against me !" 

My Christian brethren, can we thus animadvert 
upon the conduct of the patriarch, without hearing 
the still small voice of conscience whispering to 
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ouraotves, **Tbou art the manf This has been 
thine own failing, and thine own sin.^ Whose 
heart does not plead guilty to the charge T who has 
not in the first hours of affliction felt, and spoken, 
and acted, as if all were lost, as if hope itself were 
fled, as if, ^ God had forgotten to be gracious, and 
shut up his loving-kindness in displeasure?'' If 
some bright seraph from the world above bad 
stood by us in these our moments of trouble, or of 
sorrow, or of despondency, one of those perfect 
beings whose angel eyes can view the whole of the 
dispensations of which we are permitted for the 
present only to see the dark and cheerless com- 
mencementy how might he have convicted t^, as 
we have convicted Jacob i how might he have 
convinced us that not a single friend, or comfort, 
or blessing '< i^ no<," unless the removal minister 
in some certain measure to our eternal benefit; that 
while we are saying, " all these things are against 
us," he would know that they were all working 
together for good ; that though '* Joseph be not, and 
Simeon be not, and Benjamin be taken away," hot 
one blow has been struck, not one privation has^ 
been inflicted, not one inroad upon our happiness has 
been made, which mercy could have spared, of 
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t^hich to\AA have been withheld without imt)arting 
feal, lasting injury to our immortal souls. Learn then 
to trust God, even when you are unable to trace 
Him ; and if the dispensation be so dark that no ray 
of love, no gteam of mercy, appear to penetrate it j 
if blow follow blow in quick and fearful succession^ 
and one blessing after another be removed, and one 
hope after another wither, be assured that what 
"thou knowest not now, thou shalt know here- 
after," and instead of saying with the desponding 
Jacob, " all these things arcJ against me," say with 
the confiding Job, " Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust him ;" and let the winds of adversity^ the 
iiiore bleakly aind coldly they blow, only drive you 
the closer to that bosom^ v<rhere every child of God 
finds shelter and support. 

The time would fail me were I to tell of all the 
minute and interesting details which issued in 
Joseph's acknowledgment of himself, his pardon 
of his repentant brethren, and bi^ affectionate 
message to his aged parent. It is of more import- 
ance to ourselves, and moref intimately connected 
with the biography we are prosecuting, to observe 
the patriarch's conduct at the joyful termination of 
his long and grievous trial. We read then, that 
kis sous " wetit up out of Egypt, and came into the 
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land of Caoaan» unto Jacob their father, and told 
him, sayif^, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of Egypt; and Jacob's heart fainted, 
for he believed them not." How beautifal and how 
touching a picture 1 Yet even here, how do the In^ 
firmities of our nature manifest themselves ! The 
intelligence is now too good to be true. Jacob's 
heart fainted, and he could not believe it He had 
never hesitated to believe when the intelligence was 
most heart-rending and aSIicting : when all things 
were against him, he was ready and willing to be- 
lieve all, nay more than all, that could be told hioi. 
He did not for a moment doubt the severity of Grod ; 
be reserved these misgivings only for the mercies of 
his heavenly Father. How accurate a picture of 
the operations of the human mind in higher things ; 
so ready to receive all the darker shades with 
which men portray the features of the almighty. 
So *' slow of heart to believe" even his own decla- 
rations when they speak only of tenderness, for- 
giveness, and love. How often do we behold this 
manifested upon a bed of sickness, or in the cham- 
bers of death 1 nay, is it not sometimes visible in the 
very temple in which we are now assembled, and 
among yourselves ? When we, the ministers of 
Christt come to yoi; in the jiame of our divine 
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Master, and desire to present you with the freest 
and the richest offers of his Gospel ; when we en- 
deavour to approach you, " as though God did 
beseech you by us," to be reconciled to him ; when 
we strive to tell you, what no tongue can worthily 
tell, of the unsearchable riches of Christ, of the free, 
and full, and finished salvation which he worked out 
for you, and earnestly entreat you to " receive the 
atonement," to accept the free and proffered gifts, 
and to enter at once into fellowjship with the divine 
and affectionate Giver, that your sins may be for- 
given, your incapabilities removed, your inheritance 
secured, that you may thus go on your way rejoicing, 
what is the feeling with which you too often hear 
us t Is it not with this which Jacob manifested ? 
There is a degree of distrust lingering in - your 
bosom* It cannot be that the way of salvation is so 
simple ! That the love of God in Christ Jesus is so 
abundant! It would be presumptuous in me to 
apply such offers to myself! Is it not thus that 
your hearts faint through unbelief 7 Christian 
brethren, be assured, that even under this, its most 
plausible aspect, even when thus disguised in the 
garment of humility, unbelief can never be gratify- 
ing to Grod ! He who believes God the most readily, 
and accepts his offers the most willingly, and em- 
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braces the promised privileges the most closely and 
unreservedly, be assured he honours God most ^ 

For however we may imagine the contrary, it is ^ 

simply uqbelief which lies at the bottom of ouf 
hesitation, and tempts us to reject the proffered in- 
heritance, because we doubt the voice which offera 
it If your heart faint within you because the sal- 
vation of Jesus Christ is too simple, too gratuitous, 
too abundant to be true, let your earnest prayer be, 
" Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief I" and re^ 
lax not your endeavours, cease not from this prayer, 
until you have, by the grace given unto you, re- 
ceived all that the Gospel has spoken, and taken the 
Saviour, as your own full and sufficient Saviour, to 
your heart This it is which can alone give peace 
to the wounded conscience and rest to the troubled 
soul — the reposing it for time and for eternity upon 
the one great oblation which the Lord Jesus Christ 
has offered, and which his Spirit is ever ready to 
apply to all who seek it 

Jacob's incredulity (natural as it unquestionably 
was from all that had preceded) was conquered not 
by the arguments of his children, but by the affec- 
tionate and delightful messages of his absent son, 
and was soon succeeded by the most sincere sensa- 
tions of gratitude and joy. " They told him all the 
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words of Joseph which he had said unto them ; and 
when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent 
to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father re- 
vived, and Israel said, It is enough, Joseph my son 
is yet alive, I will go and see him before I die." 

Christian brethren, may the remains of incredulity 
in your bosoms be extinguished by the same gentle 
means, eradicated by the same teifder method. Un- 
belief does not usually yield to argument : " With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness," says 
the scripture, and experience fully justifies it. May 
the words which you are privileged to hear from 
time to time, not merely convince your understand- 
ing, but by the Holy spirit of power and love, be in- 
strumental in softening and changing your heart; 
the words, not of man, but of Christ himself, inviting 
you who thirst to come without money and without 
price unto him and drink ; calling you who labour 
and are heavy laden, and affectionately assuring 
you that he will give rest ; may these his own de- 
clarations, accompanied, as they will be to all who 
seek it, by the felt and acknowledged presence of 
Him who spake them, fully satisfy you that the invi- 
tations of your Redeemer, that the olQfers of his pur- 
» chased inheritance, are not too free, not too bounti- 
ful, not too unrestricted, to be most literally and 
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most blessedly true. And as the spirit of Jacob re- 
vived when he beheld the wagons which were to 
convey him to his son, so may it be your privilege, 
that by all the dispensations which your Lord shall 
send to bring you nearer to himself, your spirits 
may be revived, sustained, and comforted ; and that 
in the very hour of your departure from the country 
in which you are travelling, to the fair land where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God, the language 
of your soul may be, *' It is enough : I am willing to 
take my journey, not merely to leave a land of fa- 
mine and of trouble, or to throw off this mortal body 
which is for ever harassed by sorrow or tormented 
by sin," but with the Apostle, " I am willing rather 
to be absent from the body that I may be present 
with the Lord." " Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart in peace, according to thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation^" 
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GENESIS XLVn. 8, 9. 

*^ And Phamob said unto Jacob, How old art thou ? and Jacob 
said unto Pharaph, The days of the years of mypilgrrimage 

are an hupdred' and thirty years : few and evil have the 

» 

days of the years of my life been, and have not attained 
unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the 
days of their pilgrimage." 

We are this morning to review the closing scene 
of the life of that patriarch who has formed the 
subject. of the short course of lectures in which we 
have li^en engaged. Let us, before we do so, re- 
turn our sincere and humble thanks to the Giver of 
ail good, for that measure of his grace with which 
He has been mercifully pleased to bless the under- 
taking, and. for permitting us, contrary almost to 
our expectation, thus to bring it uninterruptedly to 
a conclusion. Most inadequately as this instructive 
subject has been treated, we would still venture to 
believe that the divine blessing has not been en* 
tirely withheld; that some among you may have 
been led, while meditating upon the life of this man 
of God, to search the more earnestly, to scrutinize 
the more carefully your own bosoms, to observe 
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whether your wordly comforts are leading you, 
as they appear in the course of this history too 
often to have led the patriarch, further from God : 
whether your trials and your afflictions have been 
the painful, but salutary means of bringing you 
nearer to Him ; whether you, like Jacob, are fully 
penetrated with a deep sense of your own unwor- 
thiness and sin, are trusting to the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, and to that alone, for your 
acceptance with- God, and as strangers and pil- 
grims on the -earth, are seeking a better country, 
and a more enduring inheritance. 

If there be any among you who have been thus 
influenced by the subject in which we have been 
engaged, to look more seriously than you have 
hitherto done into your own life and conversation ; 
and if, when comparing them with this holy man 
' qf old, you^nd there is a sad and fearful difference 
— that the spiritual religion of the Bible differs 
widely from that ^yhich you have embraced — that 
the trdie and living faith is a far more influential 
grace th^n you have found it — that the' consistent, 
Sjeif-denying obedience of this holy man was of a 
very different nature from your own — that the love 
of God .in Christ Jesus brought with^-it into his -bo- 
8om such peace as passeth man's understandings 
such joy and stcong consolation as you have never 
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known, we should^ as a last, aff a parting request, 
ask this at your bands — that you would ^ search 
the scriptures," daily for yourselves, with careful- 
ness, thoughtfulness, and prayer, and, with the Be- 
reans of old, ** see whether these things be so." 
Take nothing upon the credit of mere human 
teachers, but bring every opinion, every doctrine, 
every word of the preacher to the touchstone of 
divine truth : '^ Try the spirits whether they are of 
God," and may the IlDly Spirit of light and grace 
direct you in your search, until you have indeed 
discovered the pearl of great price ; until you have 
found Him of whom Moses and the prophets did 
write ; and until, by the grace which is given you, 
He, even' the Lord Jesus whom we preach, *'is 
made unto you wisdom and righteousness, and 
sanctification and redemption." 

We resume the history in which we are en- 
gaged, at that point of time when Jacob, havipg 
received with gratitude and joy the tidings of his 
long-lost son, had formed the immediate resolution, 
^I will go and see him before I die." Doubtless 
the delight of the anticipated meeting was the pre- 
dominant feeling in the mind of the patriarch at 
this period, yet must there have mingled with it 
some strong sensations of regret upon bidding fare- 
well to' scenes endeared to him by the blessings, 
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the mercies, aiid even the very sorrows through 
which he had passed. In Canaan he had spent the 
days of his infancy and his youth ; there he had 
been devated from the poor and houseless wan- 
derer to the wealthy and powerful patriarch ; and, 
of far greater importancot there the Almighty had 
first revealed himself to him as a covenant God, 
and had recognised him as his servant, his child, 
his heir ! Neither was the land endeared to Jacob 
only by these impcnrlant circumstances : it was hal« 
lowed also by many sorrowful and painful recollec- 
tions. In Canaan was the burial-place of his fond 
and partial mother; there he had closed the eyes 
of his father ; and there also he had deposited the 
wife of his bosom. Whatever, therefore, may have 
been the joy with which the patriarch looked to- 
wards Egypt, there was sufficient in the land which 
he was leaving to soberize his anticipations, and to 
send him in these moments of happiness to the 
same throne of grace which he had so often visited 
in trouble and affliction. It is deeply interesting to 
the Christian to observe that it had this effect, that 
before Jacob quitted the land of Canaan, as we are 
expressly told, even at Beersheba, the border town, 
he not only betook himself to prayer, but he " of-^ 
fered sacrifice unto the God of his father Isaac*' 
That is, he once more, in a specific act, declared 
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his own utter unworthiness, by thus not presuming 
to approach the Almighty without a propitiatory 
offering ; and he again demonstrated to his assem- 
bled* household, that whether in adversity or pros- 
perity, in sorrow or in joy, he was equally devoted 
to the Lord, and equally dependent for his accept- 
ance upon that ever blessed Redeemer, of whom 
the sacrifices which Jacob offered were the ac«< 
knowledged types. 

Most encouraging wasf the reception Jacob mel 
with from the Lord, viz. " I will go down with thee^ 
into Egypt" Identrcally the same promise of the 
divine presence and protection, now that Jacob was 
rich and increased in goods, and surrounded by a 
family of threescore and ten souls,^ as he had before 
received when he lay at Bethel, with the ground 
for his bed and with the stones for his pillow, a desti- 
tute and solitary wanderer. He who knows all oiht 
weakness, well knows that though we may seek 
him most when depressed by poverty or affliction^ 
we do not need him less when elated by abundance 
or success. If God be not with us, if he withdraw 
his ^protecting hand from about our path, or his 
Holy Spirit from our heart, all the wealth of Egypt 
will not make us rich, and all the joys of eartb 
will leave us destitute and comfortless as they 
found us. 
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Under the divine guidance, Jacob performed ia 
safety his long and wearisome journey, and (accord- 
ing to the promise of the Almighty) was blessed by 
the reunion with his favourite son. Very simple, and 
jret very afiecting is the inspired historian's account 
of that meeting. " And Joseph made ready his 
chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to 
Goshen, and presented himself unto him, and he fell 
on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while." 
It is dehghtful to observe, that a long residence ia 
the cold and noxious atmosphere of a court had 
neither chilled the filial afiection of Joseph, nor de- 
stroyed his reverential respect for his parent. 
Although the second personage in Egypt, Joseph 
tarries not his father's arrival, but goes forth re- 
spectfully and dutifally lo meel him upon the jour- 
ney. Would that, at the present day, my brethren, 
such examples of filial duty were leas infrequent I 
A duty which, next to our duty to God, claims 
most imperatively the attention of the Christian. 
Vain, most vain and delusive, is every profession of 
religion, which does not evidence its reality by 
shedding its hallowed influences over all the relative 
duties of life; which does not demonstrate that the 
truly Christian son and daughter are not only the 
t consistent and obedient worshippers of their 
renly Father, but, at (he same time, the moat 



cheerfullyi most respectfully afiectionate children of 
their earthly parents. These are among the fairest 
fruits by which men discern the good tree* Would 
that every one of our younger hearers would mark 
this most attentively I For be assured that you can* 
not honour God more than by honouring those 
whom He thus, by the laws of nature, has placed 
over you. We havo sometimes seen (and we have 
seen it with grief and disappointment) an increasing 
acquaintance with the great truths of religion pro- 
ducing a difierent efiect^ and ' have beheld the child 
using the first season of spiritual light to discern and 
descry- the faults, or omissions^ or ignorance of a 
parent. Be assured this is no genuine fruit of the 
religion of Him whose subjection to his earthly 
parents, and whose dying solicitude for the welfare 
of his mother, were among the brightest traits of 
his all-perfect character. Never can the constrain- 
ing love of Christ shed abroad in your bosom, find 
a more delightful or appropriate exercise, than 
while influencing you to watch over the declining 
years or to soothe the parting hours of those who 
ministered to your wants before you were able to 
express them, and who loved you with the most un- 
wearied afiectiont at a time when you were known 
only, and loved only, by God and by themselves. 
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The first incident recorded by the inspired histo- 
rian, after the reuoion between the aged palriarch 
and his favourite wo, is of a very pleasing and 
edifying nature, no less iban the introduclion of 
Jacob to tbe king of Egypt, who had been so long 
the patron and the friend of Joseph. The particu> 
Isn of this meeting, while ihey aSbrd us a striking 
picture of (he simplicity of manners long since gone 
by, present us also with a lesson which will never 
be out of date, noA which we beseech the Holy 
Spint of God to imparl, not only to every one of us 
here present, but to our cliiMreo and our children's 
children, lo the " third and fourth generation." 

" Joseph," says the historian, " brought in Jacob 

bis faiher, and set him before Pharaoh, and Jacob 

blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, 

How old art thouT And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, 

are an 

lave the 

! not at- 

i of my 

Such 

this the 

ks back 

lundred 

a close, 

Jacob's 
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spokon of as evil? How diiierent then is human 
life, when looked back upon from the eminence of 
threescore years ? how widely different from that 
immeasurably long and gay and flowery road which 
it appears at its commencement ! Yet this was the 
testimony of a wise, a prosperous, a pious, and, as 
life is constituted, a happy man. He denominates 
life " a pilgrimage ;'' he reckons it by the " days of 
the years" which are fled, and he pronounces them 
" few and evil I" 

We have, in the course of these Lectures, endea- 
voured frequently, plainly, and, we trust, faithfully 
and affectionately, to address our younger brethren 
upon those points in the life or character of Jacob, 
which appeared more peculiarly applicable to their 
own; permit us, then, upon the present occasion, to 
address a different class, or rather permit the patri- 
archy for his words require neither addition nor ex- 
planation ; permit one older than yourselves to ad- 
dress those among you who are advanced in life, 
who have seen its brightest and its happiest hours, 
and are now entering upon the vale of years, the 
last short passage which precedes the tomb, and 
the eternity awaiting you ! Listen, while one, upon 
whose head the snows of six score years had set- 
tled, assures you of this incontestable truth, that 
^ few and evil are the days of the years" of the 
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loogest and the holiest life on earth. How ad- 
mirable a subject for self-cxainjnation and private 
reflection ! Carefully inquire of your owa bosoms* 
whether the estimate of life which you have form* 
ed be similar to this of the patriarch ? whether it 
so influence you, that you are the more actively 
employing your remaining faculties and years fbir 
the honour of God, because they are ^* few ;" and 
the more deeply bewailing the days that are pasa^ 
ed, and the more fervently seeking forgiveness for 
them, through the blood of Jesus, because they are 
'* evil.*' This is a solemn inquiry ; God grant that 
it may meet with that reception in your bosoms 
which it merits.** *• The hoary head is a crown <rf 
giory, if it be found in the way of righteousness^'* 
But do not, for the sake of Him who died for you, 
do not trifle in ascertaining that this is the case 
with yourselves ; that you are ** in the way of 
righteousness," the Lord's highway, through which 
'< the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come 
to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon their 
heads; when they shall obtain joy and gladness* 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.*' A life 
of industry, a life of honour and integrity, a life of 
success and of applause among men, however long, 
or (speaking after the manner of m^) however 
irreproachable, will not stand the scrutinizing eye 
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of your 6o(L Essentially necessary as such a life 
unquestionably is as the fruits of your faith, if you 
are looking to it to usurp the place of a justifying 
righteousness on the great day of account, we 
warn you, that you will find it worthless and in- 
sufficient: it will not, it cannot avert the condem- 
nation which a broken law will bring down on 
your devoted heads. Every other righteousness 
but the righteousness of your Redeemer will, as 
the meritorious cause of salvation, be cast aside 
as a tattered and polluted garment, in the day 
when the King shall come in to see the guests, and 
when much that has been highly esteemed among 
men, will be found to be but *' abomination in the 
sight of God," Earnestly search, therefore, whether 
the righteousness of Christ has been applied to your 
heart by a true and justifying faith ; and whether, 
in obedience to his commands, you are living such 
a holy, harmless, unworldly life, as becomes those 
who are not their own, but His who has bought 
them with a price, even the price of His own pre- 
cious blood, poured forth on the accursed tree, in 
full and ample satisfaction for all the demands of 
an offended God. See whether you are forming a 
right estimate of time and of eternity, of heaven 
and hell. Do not cling to that which you cannot 
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holdy and which is even now trembling in your 
nenrelcss grasp* Seek something more durable 
than even the earth on which yoa live ; seek a real 
saving interest in Him whom rightly to know is 
life eternal, and whom to love and lo enjoy forms 
the delight of heaven^ and the never-wearying sub- 
ject of its harps. But if the urging you to look 
forward to those bright scenes beyond your pie- 
sent horizon do not influence you, look back with 
Jacob on the way which you have travelled, and 
see if sin and sorrow have not stamped the indeli- 
ble character of evil on every mile of your jour- 
ney. ^' Your fathers, where are they V* the com^ 
panioos who entered life with you, whither are 
they gone 7 Some who were stronger, many who 
were younger than you, have been cut off: and if 
you cast a careful glance along the way which you 
have travelled, you will find it but a line of cy- 
presses and tombs; mourning and death have left 
their traces on, the road« intermingled only with 
mercies and sins. 

My beloved brethren ; these great truths address 
themselves not to the aged alone, but to each and 
to alL. Whether we confess it, or confess it not, 
such is the melancholy retrospect Our days at 
the best are evil; at the longest, they are few. 
They are drawing to a close ; and, whether pre- 
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pared or unprepared, we are moving rapidly for- 
ward. The last stage of our journey opens upofl 
us; we cannot delay — we cannot, for a single 
hour, procrastinate its conclusion. Arid what a 
conclusion will it be to those among us who are 
only alive to the labours or the pleasures of the 
journey, but dead to what awaits them upon their 
journey's end I We dare not attempt to describe 
the termination of their path. To the heart of a 
Christian, its progress is sufficiently appalling: to 
mark the careless, thoughtless mien of those who 
are travelling on the broad road which leads to de- 
struction ; to see the votaries of folly and of plea- 
sure, while good men are praying for them, and 
the very angels of heaven weeping at their ob- 
duracy and impenitence, and, it may be, the great 
and blessed Intercessor himself striving for them 
before the throne of his heavenly Father, to see 
them alone, throughout all the creation of God, the 
only things which neither minister to his glory, nor 
hymn his praise, nor deprecate his unquenchable 
wrath, but travel on happily and unconcernedly, 
making a mock at sin, denying the Lord who 
bought them, and despising the proffered joys of 
heaven. To mark the daily progress of a thought- 
less, careless sinner, is one of the most painful 
trials of the Christian ; but, to describe the termina- 
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tion is as impossible as it would be agonizing and 
appalling. What human tongue can tell — what 
finite apprehension conceive, the despair, the re- 
morse, the agony of that tremendous day, when 
the . Lord shall ** look out" in anger on those who 
have defied his wrath, disdained his commands, 
neglected his Son, when, in the plain but emphatic 
language of the psalmist, ''The wicked shall be turn- 
ed into hell, and all the people that forget God." 

Proceed we to the concluding scene of the 
history before us. *< And the time drew nigh," says 
the inspired historian, " that Israel must die." Let 
us, then, in imagination, enter the tent of the de- 
parting patriarch ; let us draw round his dying bed. 
We have followed him through the chequered 
scenes of his eventfnl pilgrimage; we have seen 
how a man of God can live — let us now behold 
how he can die. What a calm scene of resigna- 
tion and of holy confidence do we witness I There 
is, indeed, nothing of triumph or of rapture, but all 
bespeaks the last hours of one at peace with God, 
and God with him ; one, as he declared himself, 
who " had been redeemed from all evil" We be- 
hold the aged saint, like a full shock of corn 
coming in its season, waiting to be rejnoved into 
the imperishable garner. Joseph and his sons are 
at the bed's head, and all the sons of Jacob are 
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gathered round their departing father. Now does 
the dying patriarch act faith upon the promises of 
God for the last time. Yet a few short moments^ 
and faith will for ever cease — exchanged for the 
perfect vision and the fullest enjoyment. Yet to these 
last hours has the apostle to the Hebrews borne his 
testimony, when he said, ''By faith Jacob, when 
he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph, 
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff." 

" Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so 
that he could not see ? and Joseph brought his sons 
near unto him ; and he kissed them, and embraced 
them," ''and he blessed Joseph, and said — Grod, 
before whom my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, did 
walk, the God which led me all my life long unto 
this day, the Angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads ;" and having then proceeded to 
bless his assembled family in a strain of prophecy 
which has excited the wonder of the church of 
Grod, even to the present hour, he thus interrupted 
his discourse, to express diortly, but emphatically, 
the last strong feelings which filled his dying bosom : 
"I have waited for thy salvation, O Lord." 

Death was no new subject to him ; salvation not 
an untried theme ; the grave no strange country ; 
heaven not an unlooked-for home. He had " waited" 
for the Angel of the Covenant^ who had redeem- 
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ed him, eveu " the Angel Jehovah," the Lord Jest 
Christ, to send his messenger to summoD him iat 
the eternal presence ; and the language of Jacob' 
heart had long been this — " I have waited for tbj 
salvation, O Lord." 

All the ardent expectatioD of a new convert 

who is longing to depart and bo with Christ, tem 

pered by all the patient resignation of the aget 

Christian, who knows, if the Almighty make hin 

wait, it is for some wise and gracious purpose, aac 

feels assured that God's limes are always ihe besi 

times. It was in this state of meek and peaceful 

reliance on Him " in whom he had believed," that 

the aged patriarch might have said with Job, " All 

e days of my appoinled time will I wait till mj 

ange coma" That change was now at hand; 

en at the door — a fearful change for the un- 

dly, a solemn change for all We read, " When 

cob had made an end of commanding his sons 

gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded u[ 

e ghost, and was gathered unto his people,'' 

eathing his placid soul into the bosom of him he 

red. Thus, " the work of righteousness wai 

ace, and the effect of righteousness quietness and 

surance for ever." Who can witness it, whc 

n hear of it, even as we do this day, after an in- 

rral of four thousand years, without a secret aspi- 
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ratioi^ arising from his heart, ''Let me die the death 
of the righteousy and let my last end be like his 1" 

Christian brethren, we trust we are addressing 
many who could, at this mo(||^nt, say with the 
patriarch, '' I also have waited for thy salvation^ 
O Lord ;" or, in the still plainer language of the 
apostle to the Thessalonians, I <' wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered me from the wrath to 
come." How great and blessed are your privi- 
leges, if you are thus " waiting" to reign with him 
in glory, upon whom you have lived by faith on 
earth. Behold with what manner of love the 
Father hath loved you, that such a promise should 
be your own ! " What manner of persons ought 
you then to be in all holy conversation and godli^ 
ness." Live worthy of those unspeakable privi- 
leges ; cherish the grace which God has so abun-^ 
dantly bestowed upon you, in uniting you to Christ, 
your living head ;, avoid every thing which would 
sully the brightness of your faith, or damp the 
ardour of your grateful love ; live near to him, out 
of whose fulness you receive grace for grace, and 
suffer nothing which this world can offer to intimi- 
date you, or to allure you to live contrary to your 
convictions, or to deny Him before men, who is 
willing to confess you before the angels of God. 



.?i 
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** Few and evil the days of the years of your 
pilgrimage" still may be; many may be the crosses 
to be carried, the disappointmeDts to be borne, the 
troubles to be en^lred, but He who has given you 
his Son, is with Him also freely giving you all 
things. These light afflictions are but for a mo- 
ment ; the heaviness is but for a night ; joy, e ver« 
lasting joy, will come upon the wings of the ap- 
proaching morning. Only relax not in your efforts ; 
act not as if you thought you bad "already attain- 
ed, either were already, perfect;" but with the 
apostle, '' forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." The struggles 
of the conflict will soon be over — every enemy 
vanquished, every battle won ; the dust shall be 
wiped from your brow, the tears from your eyes ; 
and that bright crown to which you now are look- 
ing, shall be your own, when you shall, through 
the alone merits of your Redeemer, sit down with 
him of whom we have been speaking, with Abra- 
ham, with Isaac and JACOB, amidst the fulness of 
imperishable joys, in your Father's kingdom, and 
upon your Redeemer's throne. 

THE END. 



A.^ 



